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VOYAGE 



FROM 

CAD12 TO MALAGAi 

ON Friday, a 3d of March, at eight in 
the morningi I went on board a lit- 
tle brigi which came from Yarmouth, and 
was bound for Malaga; but jas it was an 
hour too late for the tide when we got un- 
der way, we had the mortification to fee 
other veflcls make good their pallagc, whilft 
we, after beating aliout the bay fix hours^ 
were reduced to the ncccflity of coming to 
an anchor. For my confolation, I had thus 
an opportunity of dining once more with 
my amiable friend count de Grcppi, and of 
lodging again under the holpitable roof of 
Mr. Duff. 

Vol. III. B Eaily 
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Early the next morning wc fct fail with 
a pleafant breeze, and before nighty enter-- 
ing the ftraits of Gibraltar, had the fatif- 
fadtion to view the proud rock, at the fight 
of which every Britifh heart (hould triumph 
in the recollection, not fo much of the cou- 
rage of its brave defender, as of his gene- 
rous compaflion for his befiegers in the 
hour of their diftrefs. As we had the ad- 
vantage of the current, wc flackened fail, 
that we might be certain of not pafBng Ma- 
laga before the morning. But, by the time 
that we had entered the bay, and began to 
fee the city at a diftance, the wind died 
away, and for two hours we found our- 
felves becalmed. However, as the day ad- 
vanced, the fea breeze got up, and foon 
carried us to the place of our deftination. 

We have here two phenomena, univer- 
fally noticed, but never fufficiently ac- 
counted for: the conftant influx into the 
Mediterranean, and the fea breeze, fioth 
have occupied the attention of philofo- 
phers; and their folutions, however fatif- 
faftory to themfelves, have not, as I con- 
ceive, removed the difficulties involved in 
thefe fubjeils. 

3 Dodlor 
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Dodor Hallcy, in his experiments to alt^ 
certain the quantity evaporated from thp 
Mediterranean Sea, placing a veflel .of falt- 
water over burning coals, brought it to the 
temperament of the air in our hotteft fum- 
mcr; and at the end of two hours, having 
found the evaporation and the proportion 
of the furfaces to each other, from thefe he 
formed his calculation. He then attempted 
to difcover the quantity of water annually 
poured into the Mediterranean by all its 
rivers, making his calculation by the prbr 
duce of the Thames; and finding this uur 
equal to the evaporation^ he concluded, that 
he had affigned a fufficient caufe for the 
conAant influx. How inaccurate the pre- 
mifes ! how hafty the conclufion ! Not to 
mention his comparing the difcharge from 
rapid ftrcams, borne with impetuofity into 
the Mediterranean, and retaining their 
freflmefs at the diftance of many leagues 
from fhone, with the moj'c humble produce 
of the Thames^ creeping aimoft impfercep-* 
tibiy along) and loft as foon as it has reach- 
ed the fea; not to mention the impropriety 
of this comparifon, it may be fufficient to 
remark, that the whole quantity of water 

B 2 con- 
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contained in his veflel was brought to the 
temperature of the air in our hotteft fum- 
men No wonder then, that he ihould 
make the evaporation from the furfacc of 
the Mediterranean amount to two hundred 
and eighty millions of tons per day. But 
that furface is feldom, and but for very 
tranfient moments, of the fame degree of 
heat with the incumbent atmofphere, be- 
caufe every breeze muft make a confidera«> 
ble variation in its temperature, by com^ 
mixing the waters from a confiderable 
depth with thofe that are fuperficial. In 
a moft interefting voyage among the Alps, 
by M, de SaufTure, we find fome experi- 
ments conducted by himfelf on the lake of 
Geneva, by which it appears, that on the 
6th of Auguft, 1774, the thermometer of 
Reaumur at the depth of three hundred and 
twelve feet, flood at eight degrees and an 
half, when near the furface it was fifteen 
degrees, and, in the air, twenty degrees. 

Here we find five degrees of difference 
between the heat of the atmofphere and 
the furface of the water in calm weather: 
but how much greater Would have been the 
variation, had the lake been ruffled by a 

florm^ 
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ftorm, more efpecially had the waters been 
troubled to the depth of fix hundred and 
twenty feet, where, as it feems, the ther- 
mometer funk down to four degrees three- 
twentieths. 

Hence it appears, that the calculations 
of Dr. Halley are ill grounded. That his 
conclufion is erroneous, will be evident, if 
we refledl, that fuppofing the evaporation 
to exceed the annual fupply from rivers, 
the Mediterranean Sea would be conftantly 
growing more briny than the ocean, till, in 
proceis of time, it would become one folid 
mafs of fait. 

This being the cafe, fome other caufe 
muft be afligned for this interefting phe- 
nomenon. Suppofing the fadl to be well 
eftabliflied, that the influx at the ftraits of 
Gibraltar does really exift, without any cor- 
refponding efflux by the fame channel, there 
muft be fome invifible communication be- 
tween the Mediterranean and the ocean i 
and this, confidering the ftrong convulfion 
our globe has at fome period fuffered, is 
by no means improbable. 

The other phenomenon, not fufficiently 
accounted for, is the fea breeze. It has 

B 3 fee^n 
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been fuppofccl to arife merely from the nc- 

eumuktion of heat on the earth by iky^ m 

tlic knd hroc/iO k coficeivcd to originate 

from the diminution of that heat by night* 

But wc might enquire, whether tlie furface 

of the earth, by night, bceomcs colder than 

the furfacc of the water ? if not, Ihould not 

the fea hrec!«e continue all the night ? but 

thiB would be contrary to fait. 1 hat accu-« 

rnte obfcrvcr, Dampicr, has given a good 

defrription of thcfe alternate changes in tho 

dircftion of the witul on the coalt, and at a 

few leagucrt dillancc from the land. Me 

fays, " 1 he fca brce/e begins about nino 

•^ in the morning, fo gently, as if it were 

♦' afraid to approach the ihorc j and then, 

*• as if iniwilling to ortl tul, it nuiken a halt, 

•• and fecms ready to retii*Ci It incrcafe» 

*• till noon, and dies away about live in the 

*' evening.** 

IVom the rcfult of fomc evpcriments 
confirmed by my own oblervation, I am 
Indticed to believe thiit the fea brees^e ori- 
ginates in the alcent of vtip«nir iVom the fea, 
<*nd the Und brccvte from the condenfation 
of that Vflpour. 

That one cubiw foot of water may be 

cgn-« 
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converted into fixteen thoufand feet of 
fteam, in the medium pi*eflWre of our atmo- 
fphere, we karn from Mr, Watt; and al- 
though vapour formed by the fun is not fo 
rate as Aeam ariiing from the furface of 
boiling water^ yet we know that the fpace 
it occupieSt and the force of its expanfioHj 
are confidcrable. To afcertain this matter, 
I took a twelve ounce phial, half filled with 
water, in which I placed a tube, two feet 
loig, and nearly one-quarter of an inch di- 
ameter in its bore. This tube I cemented 
fo perfedtly, that no air could pafs between 
it and the mouth of the phial. Thus pre- 
pared, I expofed my apparatus to the fun, 
when inftantly a vapour began to form, of 
a force, fufficient to overcome the preffurc 
of the atmofpherc, and by degrees to make 
the water rife up fbur-and- twenty inches 
in my tube. But whilft even the thinneft 
cloud was paffing before the fun, the water 
funk in the tube with great tapidity, rifing 
agaia flowly after the gleam returned. At 
lan-fct, when the whole of the vapour was 
condenfed, and a dew coUedted on the in- 
ternal furface of the phial, the water funk 

B 4 down 
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down again till it had found it^ level. At 
the clofing of the day, the dew colled:ed on 
that fide of the' phial which was turned 
from the funi but in the night it was 
again taken up, and the whole before the 
morning was depofited on the other fido 
neareft to the window, being always con* 
denfed on the fide which was relatively 
cold. 

How often do we obferve the fun diill- 
pating a thick fog, and converting it iftto 
that fpecies of vapour, which, when the 
thermometer is above fifty-five degrees, is 
invifible. M. de Saufifure remarked upon 
Col Ferret, a mountain of the Alps, bound- 
ing the Allde blanche, one thoufand one 
hundred and ninety-five toifes, or about 
{cvtn thoufand feet above the level of the 
fea, that whenever the fun fhone ftrongly 
upon the valley, it dififolved the clouds as 
foon as they entered it. But this never 
happened oppofite the glaciers ; for there^ 
as if attracted by the ice, they defcended 
rapidly, and feemed to fpread themfelves 
upon it. § 865. 

From fome of the higheft rpcks be often 

few 
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the bottom of the Vi^Uie^. § \ t itu 
AgrccAblo to their iritMjLs m^rinefi 

i)bfcrvG| that wiiul it, p.rncr^acil by a Tingltt 

l^loiui. 

Dunng rhc tJiur, thv-trioii?, thwt vapour 

U produwvK iUc win^l Minvn JitMU the feat 

but whilll thi^ i iMulc»ni4rAtu4 klbi it conw« 

ulFthe h\iuK 
We rtViul^il otuiilvt^fi of a gentle fet 

twe^ej aiul, fr^vciliiijj; the bayi we ci 

into the hiubgui* 
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IN ialling up the Mediterranean^ when 
firft you open Malaga^ you fee it deeply 
embayed^ and on the land fide furrounded 
by high and rugged mountains, which feem 
to be deilitute of foil, and, therefore, not 
fufceptiblc of cultivation ; but, as you ap- 
proach, the profpeft every way improves, 
the vineyards are diftindly fecn on the de- 
clivities, hanging towards the fun, and all 
the lower lands appear to be exceedingly 
[ produftive. 

As foon as we had dropt our anchor, an 
officer appeared, to whom I communicated 
my delire of going immediately on fhorc, to 
deliver a letter to the marquis of Valle- 
hermofo, captain-general of the province. 

Having 
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Having looked ^t the diredion^ after due 
examinatioQ refpedin^ health, he gave us 
Prattique^ to the no fmall fatlsikdion oi 
our mafter, who feared that we might have 
been obliged to wait for it two days, as 
often happens, arifing either from the. per- 
vcrfencfs or neglcd: of the officer on duty^ 

Malaga is fituated in a valley of no great 
extent, on the fide of a deep ravin, which 
in fummer contains no water, but in win- 
ter afibrds a bed to a confiderable riven 
The houfes are high; the ftreets are coft>. 
tra^fced, many of them not more than eight 
feet wide, others not fo wide; all badly 
paved, and dirty to a proverb. It is divid- 
ed into fix parifhes, and contains forty- 
one thoufand five hundred and ninety- two 
fouls ; of which by far the greatefl propor- 
tion is of females ; becaufe, of thofe v/ho . 
arrive at the age of maturity, and go out to 
labour, here are found fix women to one 
man. They have twenty-five convents; 
fifteen for monks, and ten for nuns ; with 
nine hofpitals, and one beaterio. 

Of the buildings, whether public or pri- 
vate, the only one, in the leafl worthy of 
fttentjon, is the cathedral, an edifice begun 

A. D. 
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A. D. 1528^ and not yet fini{hed. It is in- 
deed two hundred years fince it was fo far 
brought to a conclufion as to be fitted for 
the performance of divine fervice; but not- 
with^anding new taxes are granted for its 
completion^ and have been coUeAed for 
near fevcnty years, it remains with one (in- 
gle tbwtr out of fix contained in the origi- 
nal defign. The dimeniions are three hun- 
dred and iixty feet by one hundred and 
eighty, with one hundred and thir^^five 
in height. It is a noble pile; but the 
part which moil rivets the attention, is the 
choir, admirable for the perfedlion of its 
carved works, reprefenting in very bold re- 
lief the twelve apoftles and the moft dif- 
tinguiflied of the faints. 

This hifhopric is worth a hundred and 
fifty thoufand ducats, or ^.16,479. gs. lod. 
But then, one-third of this revenue is dif-» 
pofed of by the king. The whole chapter 
confifts of the bifliop, with eight dignita- 
ries, twelve canons, twelve minor canons, 
and the fame number of prebendaries. Of 
the former, the dean receives fix hundred 
pounds a year; but the other dignitarica 
only four hundred and fifty pounds. ^ 

The 



tu. ..*. 



[ 13 I 

The convents, though numerous, are fe^f* 
of them remarkable, either for archite<3:ure, 
or for any monuments of art. Of the fri- 
ars, the Francifcans feem to take the lead^ 
and to be moft the objeds of veneration 
among the common people ; of thefc, they 
have four orders, but I am not acquainte4 
with their diftindive charadlers* A gen- 
tleman, who is no friend to the monaftic 
inftitutions, was fo obliging as to give me 
the fubfequent defcription, but this relator 
only to externals : 

Barb fans poax« et poax fans barb: 
Barb et poux: ni poox ni barb. 

Among thefe, the Capuchins appear to 
be the only ufeful members' of fociety, giv- 
ing themfelvcs up to the fervice of the 
poor; yet even they might be difpenfed 
with, and their place fupplied with mpre 
advantage to the public, by the fathers of 
the oratory, or congregation of ?• Philip 
Neri; who, although not bound by vovirs^ 
are more laborious and more extenfively 
ufeful, than all the regulars of the monaftic 
tribes. 

As 
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As ope of my friemis was retired, with 
other young people, to this congregation 
for a few days, to be engaged in reading, 
prayer, and meditation, previous to their 
reoctviag the eudhotriil: at Eader; I went 
to rifit him in his retreat, and was much 
•pkaied with the attention paid by the fa- 
thersin preparing their minds for this {ch- 
Xemnity* 

• In the evening I returned to hear the 
^l^tnitential fermon and the miferert ; when, 
as ufual, the lights were extingui^h^, and 
the flagellation, accompanied by the mife- 
rere, was begun; it became evident, by the 
fervor of their devotion and the vehemence 
of their difctpline, more than commtnly 
protracted, that the penitents, either deepljr 
4tttpi«fled with a fenfc of guilt, were: more 
'than commonly iblicitous to placate an of- 
fetided decty $ or that, miftaking his nature, 
they earneftly defired to pleaie him by their 
voluntary foffering?. It is jnuch to be la- 
^ented> that the fathers of the oratory, fo 
iifghly to be refpefted for their good inten- 
^ns, (hould not hold up the. idea of refor^- 
mation to their penitents, rather than flat- 
ter 
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tcr and deceive them with the vain hope 
of thus making an atonement for their 
crimes, 

Thefe fathers ufe the difcipUne on Wed- 
ncf^aya and Fridays, about feven in the 
evening, becaufe at that time, immediately 
after the vefpers, they rehearfe their mat- 
tins i but all the religious orders, who rife 
at midnight to this fervice, perform their 
Hagellution in its proj)er fcafon i and many 
of them do it with fuch violence, tliat in 
the morning, the places where they ftood, 
are found fprinklod with their blood. The 
bifl^op of Malaga, although diftinguiflied 
for his benevolence and piety, andj in the 
opinion of mankind, free from every ftaiOf 
yet is faid tp praClife fecret difcipline with 
more feverity tlian the mofl zealous of tha 
monks. 

This good bi/liop, not latisiied with giv-* 
ing thus his body to the fcourge, gives 
more than half his goods to feed the poor^ 
who aflemble every morning at his doors, 
to receive each a Uttk bit. of money, and 
from thence difperfe themfelves among the 
convents, where they never ful to get foma 
bread and broth. 

Befidc 
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Befide thefe general benefa^ors, many 
of the merchants are exceedingly liberal in 
their donations to the poor; and among 
them^ no one is more diflinguiihed than 
D. Jofeph Martinis, a gentleman equally 
celebrated for the extent of his informa-- 
tion, the hofpitality of his table, and the 
bountiful afliflance which he never fails to 
give to objedls of diftrefs. The poor are 
at all times welcome to his doors, where 
money is daily diftributed, and for them 
every day his caldron boils. His moft 
intimate friend aiTured me, that, with his 
owo hands, he gave them more than eight 
hundred pounds a year. About eleven in 
the morning they begin to fwarm about 
his habitation, young and old, the feeble 
and the robuft, men, women, and chil- 
dren, clothed in rags, and half devoured 
by vermin; where, feated on the ground, 
they employ themfelves in the moft difguft- 
ing occupation, till the hour for diftribut- 
ing the meat, and broth arriVes; after 
which, they either lie down to fleep, or 
difperfe themfelves about the ftreets to 
beg, varying, as it may be readily con- 
a ceived. 
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feeived, their phn, according to the varia-* 
tion of the feafon. 

With fuch encouragement for beggars, 
ho wonder that they fhould abound in Ma- 
laga, \srhere the lazy can have no induce- 
ment to employ themfelves in labour, and 
where the profligate, when they fhall have 
wafted their fubftance, may know for a 
certainty that they ihall never be in want 
of bread. Hence it comes to pafs, that in 
the city, few traces of induftry are feen, 
whilft filth and naftinefs, immorality and 
vice, wretchednefs and poverty, the inevi- 
table confequences of undiftinguifhing be- 
nevolence, prevaU, How evident is it from 
hence,, that he, who finds employment for 
the poor, is their greateft friend; whilft he, 
who indifcriminately feeds them, fliould be 
ranked among their enemies. 

. Multitudes of beggars, infefting . every 
ftreet, mark a bad police; and certainly few 
cities have more caufe than Malaga to com- 
plain of this. For fome time I could not 
conceive the reafon, why, wherever I had 
fupped, I was conftantly attended to my 
lodging by a fervant with a light; but ob- 
ferving upon fome occafion, that fuch at- 
VoL. III. C tendance 
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tendance would be needlefs, becaufe the 
ftars (hone bright, and the diilance was in- 
confiderabk; I was informed, that the fer- 
vant and the light were not merely for 
comfort, but f^* fafety, becaufe robberies 
and murders were frequent in the night. 
Indeed when I was there, an officer, return- 
ing unattended to his lodging, was aiTault-* 
ed in the ftreet by thieves, and, upon mak- 
ing refiftance, was ilabbed in the back by 
onp, whilft another robbed him. In the 
laft fixteen months they reckoned feventy 
murders ; for which, not one criminal had 
been brought to jufHce; and in one year^ 
as I am credibly informed, a hundred and 
five perfbns fell in the fame manner. Si- 
milar to tins had been the confequence of 
grofs negleA and miflaken lenity at Cadiz^ 
till count 0*ReiIlcy became its governor. 
Whenever fiich a man fhall be named to 
the government of Malaga, the fame Her- 
culean labour will be undertaken here, and 
probably vnth the fame good efFeft. 

Their form of municipal government is 
excellent, but the defeft is in its mal-admi-- 
hiftration. 

At the head of this department ftands 

the 
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tfife ]gb^efht)f> tejirefcnting majefty, and 
Jiiinfelf> whcii iabfcnt> reprtfented by the 
vorregiJar with his alcalde mayors the formet 
refembling the mayor of our corporations, 
the latter performing the office of refeorder* 
Both thcTe are in the nomination of the 
ttowTv. The alcalde goes his rounds in the 
beginning of the nighty attended by an 
efcrroancyk 

Of the tepddres^ ot aldermtfen, twd in ro^ 
tatibn prefid0* monthly. Thefe have the 
privilege of felling their places^ or of na* 
mihg a fucceflbr; but fhould they negletft^ 
whilft living, to difpofe of their office^ it 
|g;oes by fucceflion to the heir, either fon 
br brother, being Bijos de la ciudador^ free 
citizens. Should they have purchafed, they 
may eafily <rontrive to reimburfe them- 
fclves; 

The alcaldes de barrio^ or petty C6tlfta- 
bles, are twelve^ of which fix are named 
by the regidores, the. other fix are chofen 
by the people. They have ftaves, and wallj: 
the ftreets, two hours each, every night. 
They have the power to arreft till morn- 
ing, and may commind the afliftancq of the 
military. 

C z 'Jl^he 
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The alguazil mayor ^ chofcn by the rc-^ 
gidores from among themfelves^ like our 
conftable of the hundred, is endued with 
more extenfive authority than the alcaldes 
de barrio ; having the power of arreft over 
a whole diftri£^ yet fubj^ft always to the 
alcalde mayor, and obUged to give him an 
account of every thing he has done. 

The efcrrvanosp or public notaries and 
Icriveners, are twenty -four, to examine 
witneffes, and make minutes*: No depofi* 
tion can be taken but by them, nor any 
judgment pronounced but on their Km . 
port, , 

Thtjyndicos are two, chofen annually by 
the people, to watch both for them and for 
the king, that neither they may be op- 
prefTed, nor the revenue be defrauded. Of 
thefe, one is fubjedled to the approbation 
iof the crown, whilft his aflbciate is altoge- 
ther independent of the court. This offi- 
cer, called perfonero del comun^ is by the 
patent of cceation, dated 5th May, 1766, 
like a Roman tribune, armed with his veto 
in the aflembly of the regidores, among 
whom he fits, and may communicate at all 
times with the king, either in perfon, when 

it 



it fuits him to demand an audience^ or by 
letter. Widiout his confent, the regidorcs 
tannot regulate the price of provifions, 
and, when regulated, he infpeds the qua-- 
Kty. 

The prcfcnt alcalde mayor, little refpeft- 
ed for his peribnal appearance, lefs admired 
for the endowments of his mind, and not 
proof himfclf againft corruption, feems to 
have neither inclination nor abilities to curb 
the rapacity of the efcrivanos or notaries, 
who, taking bribes to the right and to the 
left, prevent juftice, by drawing up falfc 
reports; always prepared to fkreen for 
Humey the vileft offenders- Hence the 
adagc^ 

O iiiUf man ; tUnta ai e/critano, - 

Murders and aflaffi nations, with, every 
fpecips of excefs and violence, muft, with- 
out the ftrenuou? exertions of the magif^ 
trate and the ftri6t execution of the laws, be 
frequent in a country, where, whenever the 
wind blows over land, all the paffions are 
inflamed, in feme perfons almoft to frenzy. 
And yet here, juftice, 'when moft awaken- 
cd, purfues offenders with a tardy ftep, 

C 3 flow 



How in its approacht uncertain in it$ yeiv« 
geance. Innumerable inftances are cited 
of criminals^ who have died forgotten in 
th^ prifons y and of ibme who, whilft under 
fentence of deaths having married and pro-* 
duced a numerous offspring, haye been 
brought forth to execution, when all rer 
colledion of their crimes had been long 
fince obliterated* A friend of mine ia 
Malaga informed me, that he iaw a wo«> 
man, after nine years confinement| hangedj, 
for having poifoQed twp hufbvid^ and one 
mother-in-law. 

The qfual pretext for this negled, is the 
defire, by repeated exatxiinationH of the 
criminal at diftant periods, and by the en* 
quiries confequent on his confeffions, to 
get a knowledge of his accomplices ; but 
the misfortune is, that by this delay, the 
piu-pofes of juftice are defeated. 

In fummer the inhabitants of thefe fultry 
re^ibns, e^^cluding as much as poffible the 
funi confine themf^lves to their habita- 
tions throughout the day ; but when the 
overwhelming heat is fucgecdcd by the re- 
frefhing coolncfs of the evening, they 
wander abroad, and yyhen tl^e lights is gonca^ 

all 
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all the young people bathe for hours in the 
fea* The fexes, however, do not bathe 
promifcuoufly^ but feparate, and at a con-^ 
venient diftance from each other. At fuch 
feafons, to prevent intrufion^ the ipot 
where the laches are, is guarded by fenti-i 
nek with their loaded muikets; and fhould 
a gentlenian be fo indiTcreet as to fwim 
round to them, it mufl: be at the hazard ef 
his life. Whenever, therefore, a young 
perfon is determined to intrude, he goes ii^ 
difguiie, as the female attendant of fome 
eafy fair one^ and in that chai^er paiTes 
unobferved. 

This pradtice of bathing every night, is 
not defigned fo much for pleafure as for 
health, being meant to obviate every in- 
convenience experienced from the heat^ 
Yet notwithftandirig all precautions, the 
difeafes of a relaxed fibre are moft preva- 
lent; for, not to mention thofe which arife 
from irritability of nerves as the qonfequence 
of debility, tertians and putdd fevers rage 
with fuch violence, that more than three 
thoufand died laft year in the hofpital of 
3. Juan de Dios, beiide multitudes in th? 
jcinr and its environs. 

C 4, I hap- 



I happened to be at Malaga in the holy 
week, and although the ceremonies are not 
tqual to thofe of Barcelona, yet they are 
conduftcd with fbnie degree of folemnity, 
and afFprd mu^h amufement to the 
vulgar, 

On Thurfday morning the confecrated 
hofl was depofited in a maufoleum, eredled 
for the purpofe at a great expence; and of 
three keys, one was tied round the bifhop's 
neck, who leaving fome of the Canons to 
keep watch and ward, which they did 
through the night, retired himfelf to dine 
with thirtee^i poor men, after which he 
waihed their feet^ 

In the evening they fang the miferere, 
accompanied by foft mufic, and with fuch 
expreflion that fcarcely any one, endued 
with fenfibility, could refrain from tears. 

On Friday, by feven in the morning^ 
nearly ten thoufand people were aflcmble^l 
in the great fquare to view proceflions ; 
but juft as a crucifix was feen entering at 
one corner of the fquare, whilft the beloved 
difciple, with the blelfed Virgin, made 
their appearance' at the other, a fudden 
(liower compelled the multitude to difperfe 

for 
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for fhelter. Thus unfortunately, the meet-* 
ing of the fon and mother was prevented j 
otherwife thefc, and a variety of images, 
were to have afted their feveral parts^ 
John was to have cxpreffed his forrow by 
lifting up his hand, the blefled Virgin would 
have fainted, and all the people would have 
been diflblved in tears. 

In the evening every one reforted to the 
cathedral, the facred lights were extiri- 
guiihed, and the miferere was again re- 
jpeated, after the hoft had been removed 
' from the fepulchre to the high altar. This^ 
to a good catholic, fhquld be a moft defire- 
able moment, becaufe he may gain one 
thoufand and fixty days indulgence, every 
time he repeats ** prailed be the holy hearts 
^' of Chrift and of the Virgin." 

On Saturday morning, the refurredtion 
was announced with all the ufual tokens 
of exulting joy, and every one prepared to 
keep the feaft. For this purpofe more 
than a thoufand lambs had been brought 
into the market the preceding night, and 
after the example of the Ifraelites, every 
family which could afford to purchafe one, 
was zealous to keep up the remembrance of 

the 
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the chriftian pafToven Light was re-kind<» 
led, and confecrated; and to reprefent the 
bright huninary of the church, a wax 
candle, twelve feet high, and twelve inches 
in diameter, pierced by five awls, was 
placed near the altar. Attendance on this 
ceremony procures for the penitent fijur* 
fqore days indulgence. The value of which 
may be eftimated, either by money or by 
corporal fe verities; becaufe, as Mr. Gibbon, 
who ki this cafe is a competent witnefs, 
infonns us, four pounds for the rich, and 
nine fhillings for the poor, or three thou- 
iand la£bes, ar?. equal to one year's pen- 
ance. 

In the evening I obferved hundreds of 
lambsy decorated with coloured ribbons, 
led by the boys about the ftreets^ The 
market for thefe continue the three days 
of Eafter, during which they enter free of 
every duty : whereas at other feafons, al- 
though calves and lambs entering the city 
fiVC difcharged from the millones, there is 
paid for thenj an alcavala of four per cent, 
on the value. 

The country round Malaga appears wild 
&nd broken. Th? mountains are high, 

rugged. 
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filled, pdnted, and at their fummits def« 
titute of foil, ]^t (Tultivated wherever i^ 
vine can be fixed. The rock under th^ 
)}roken fragments of fchift is limeftone 
$uid marble. The fruit trees are the algar-- 
Toba, figs^ ahnonds, vines, orang^s^ and 
}anonSy with the aloes, producing here the 
prickly pear in fuch abundance, that the 
^tbe qf them is let for thirty thouiahd reals^ 
pr three hundred pounds a year. 

The chief dependance of this country is 
on the vines, Thefe are cultivated with 
much labour, and at a gre^t expence; for 
befidc the common pruning twice a year, 
and the collefting of the fruit, all the 
earth near each plant muft be twice mtoved« 
Previous to the winter it is collected round 
the flem, that the roots may be kept dry 
and healtl^y during the wet feafon; and 
before the great heats of fummer, it is 
formed into a difh to retain the water, that 
^e vine may not droop for want of moif* 
ture. 

« 

When it is confidered that thefe vine- 
yards are always on the declivity of hills, 
inclined towards the fcorching fun, it may 
^e readily conceived that the labour is 
7 fevcre; 



[ 28 ] 

fcvcrc ; and tliat the people, who with un- 
remitted application perform this taflc, can 
never deferve the character of drones. The 
peafants of no country upoft earth are more 
patient of heat, of hunger, and of thirft, or 
capable of greater exertions, than this very 
people, who have been accufed of indo- 
lence. For my part, from what I have 
obferved, and have been able to colleft, I 
am fatisfied, that if the Spaniards of the 
interior provinces are unemployed, it is to 
be attributed neither to the climate, nor to 
their conftitutions ; but either to the neg- 
ledls of government, or to other accidental 
caufes already noticed and explained. 

The expence attending the cultivation 
of a vineyard is fo confiderable, being equal 
to three-quarters of the produce, that non^ 
but the lands unfit for corn are converted 
to this ufe, and many which formerly yield- 
ed wine in great abundance are now neg- 
Icdled. According to the ftatement of 
Oforio, who wrote towards the clofe of 
the laft century, three 4 gallons of wine, 
the produce of twice that quantity of 
grapes, as it came from the prefs, coft one 
fliilling and two-pence for the labour, be- 
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xng the very price at which it was fold in 
the villages, when the grape was plentiful. 
Notwithftanding the diminution in the 
quantity of land allotted to the vine, there 
are, in the diftridl of Malaga, fourteen thou- 
fand vine-preiTes, chiefly employed in mak- 
ing the rich wines, which, if white, from 
the nature of the country, is called moun- 
tain ^ if red, from the colour, vino tinto^ 
known to us by the name of tent. 

For the purpofe of making thefc wines 
fuller in the body, and fweeter than they 
would naturally be, the grapes are left to 
be very ripe, then being cut, they are ex« 
pofed to the fun to evaporate their moif- 
ture; after which, they are preiTed and put 
into vefTels, with a due proportion of infpif-* 
fated vinous fyrop. Some late experiments 
of M. John Murphy, prove that the moun- 
tains of Malaga can produce a light and 
pleafant white wine, equal in quality to the 
beft fherry. To obtain this, when he has 
gathered his fruit, he combs off the grapes 
from the ftem, before he commits them to 
the prefs. I have tafted the produce both 
in England, and at his table, and think it 
already fuperior to the fherry, commonly to 

be 
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fee met with, and have no doubt that hd 
will improve it every year, till he has 
brought it to be equal to the beft. 

This wine he fells for fixteen pounds 
the butt, of one hundred and thirty-five 
gallons, delivered on board the (hip; where- 
as flierry fells for twenty-four, and is fre-* 
qucndy fpoiled with brandy. 

Good mountain is fold from thirteen fd 
fixteen pounds the butt, according to qua- 
lity and age. 

It is reckoned, that from eight hundred 
to a thoxifand veflels enter this port every 
year, of which about one- tenth are Spanifh j 
and the exports in wine, fruit, oil, and fifli, 
are computed at about three hundred and 
feventy-five thouland pounds per annum/ 
but there have been times when it has 
been confiderably more. M, Martinis alone 
one year exported five thoufand butts of 
wine, and other merchants in the fame 
proportion to their ufual falcs. Their fifli 
are anchovies, of which, in ytzrs of great 
abundance, they have fold ten thoufand 
baricas of two quintals each. 

In my little excurfions round the city, I 
vifited the ViBoria^ a convent built in the 

valley 
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valley bet\veen the old Mooriih fortrefa, and 
the hill on which Ferdinand erefted his 
battery. My guide, a good old monk, en** 
deavoured to amufe me with a legendary 
tale refpedting this fpot, and the reafon of 
its having been thua honoured i but my 
attention was otherwife engaged, for I wai 
taking notice of fome people bufily em- 
ployed in pulling up oata from a fine crop 
of wheat. From their mode of winnow^ 
ing their grain, after the mares have trod* 
den it with their feet, their feed corn mud 
be very fouli whereas, with the fimple ma-« 
chine I have referred to, the drum and prin- 
ciple of which was firft defcribed by Papin, 
they might fave the expence of pulling up 
the oata, and keep their land much cleaner 
than at prefent. 

How wonderful is it, that this beautiful 
machine ia not better known, and that it 
ihouldnot yet have been univerfally adopted* 
Dr, Papin invented it in 1689, merely for 
the purpofea of raifing water, and of fup- 
plying deep mines with airi but, in Hol- 
land, it was adapted to the ufe of huiband-* 
men, for winnowing their corn* This great 
philofopher publiihed his difcovery to the 

world 
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World in a valuable work called Reeueildi 
dvuerfes Pieces touchant qiielques nouvelles 
Macbinesy printed at Caflcl, in 1695. He 
called this machine Rotatilis Su^or et Pref^ 

I have been the more particular on this 
fubjefti becaufe a tallow^-chandler in Lon- 
don has lately aiTumed the invention to 
himfelf and taken out a patent^ although, as 
it thus appears, neither the machine itieL^ 
nor the purpofes to which he would apply 
it, have any claim to novelty. 

Near the convent of Viftoria I took no-* 
tice of fome blue marly clay, of which are 
made the earthen jugs, called bucaros and 
alcarrazas^ ufed in this part of Spain for 
cooling water. It is remarkable, that when 
the fcorching terral wind prevails, liquids 
expofed to it in thefe jugs, become as cold 
as if buried in the fnow; but, if fubjedted 
to the influence of the eaft wind, they foon 
grow warm. To explain this, we muft ob- 
fervc that the bucaros being porous, fuffer 
the water to tranfude, and to cover, as with 
dew, the external furface of the veffel; in 
confequence of which, being expofed to 
the dry land wind, the evaporation is car- 
ried' 
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tied on with rapidity, and, in propor* 
don to the evaporation is the cold thereby 
produced; whiUt the eaft wind, fwecping 
along the furface of the fea, becomes fatu* 
rated with moifture, and therefore not only 
is iticlf incapable of carrying on the proccfs 
of evaporation, and of increafing cold, but, 
operating as warm vapour, it has an oppo- 
fite efFeft. 

The eflPea of evaporation no where ap- 
pears more ftriking than in the Eaft Indies, 
where, for the purpofe of procuring ice, 
they make large pits in wide extended 
plains, and nearly filling them with canes, 
thqy place on thefe, very fhallow pans, un- 
glazed and porous, and filled with boiling 
water. Thus expbfed during the night to 
the influence of the land breeze, a pellicle 
of ice is formed before the morning on the 
furface of the water, always thicker if the 
wind has been warmer than ufual. 

When I was returned from the Viftoria, 
the young count de Villalcazar, to whom, 
as well as to his father, I was under the 
higheft obligations for their polite atten- 
tions, invited me to take a ride with him 
to fee his country-houfe called the Retiro. 

Vol. III. D It 
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It is indeed a beautiful retreat, fituated on 
a declivity at the feet of the mountains, 
and not far diftant from the fea; both 
which, with Malaga, contribute to enrich 
its profpedls. It is a ¥ery ancient habita- 
tion, in the form of a caftle; but as it was 
never ftrong, it muft have been defigned 
only to prevent furprife from the notfhirnal 
viiits of the Moorifh pirates. The nume- 
rous fountains in the garden are prett}% and 
well fupplied with water. The fruit trees 
are luxuriant. Here oranges, lemons, limes, 
citrons, olives, vines, apricots, figs, and al- 
monds, mix together in beautiful confufion. 
Could I have prolonged my ftay at Mala- 
ga, I fliould frequently have vifited this 
enchanting fpot. 

This little excurfion prepared me for one 
to a greater diftance from the city. 

Whilft I was attending the folemnities 
of Eafter in the cathedral, I became ac- 
quainted with a perfon who happened to 
ftand near to me, and who, after anfwering 
niy enquiries, and explaining to me fuch 
ceremonies as moft excited my attention, 
had the goodnefs to invite me to his houfe. 
Struck with the franknefs of his manner, 

I ac- 
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t accejpted the invitation and went home 
with him, where I had the happincfs of 
finding, in the perfon of his father, one of 
the mod fenfible and mofl intelligent of 
thofe, who honoured me with their friend- 
ihip and efleem. 

After I became more intimate in the fa- 
mily, this gentleman, called don Felix So- 
lefio, preffed me to fpend a few days with 
him at his country-feat. On the eve of my 
departure my time was precious ; yet, fuch 
was the cordiality of his invitation, that I 
determined to comply with it. 

On Thurfday, 1 2th April, wc left the 
city, and, travelling weftward, in a few 
hours wc arrived at S. Carlos, near to yiroycf 
de la Mielj in the vicinity of which the 
(now continued ftill unmelted on the moan-- 
tains. Here don Felix ha.% jud: fimihtd 2l 
fpacious man£on, with an exttnfivc g^trd^n ; 
the latter well phnttd with e^cry thing the 
foil and cliinztc can aximit of; the fjrm.tr, 
though va^ ret \Rt\t^T.% zrA litdivitt 'A 
tifte. UtilitT bean? ^c^:^-^ Tfthtrt or-flit^^^, 
mthoat the Ic?:! ijrt.tri:/:/n v> ^ppt^r*: ^t, 
the poultrr-'Timi is^ pijr-iin :^t H t'jf: 
rfcr.r o-f die ixnit:^ uid i: iLt i^ivit :-^. 
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there is net one good room, nor the kaft 
regard to fymmetry, but all the apartmeiKs 
are fcattercd and void of order, as if built 
without a plan. At his table appears the 
greatcft affluence, and nothing but plate is 
to be fecn ; yet the fame want of fymmetry 
prevails, and the fame deficiency of refine- 
ment, as if he had previoufly determined to 
have nothing modern. His eldefl fon, my 
firft acquaintance, feems Iiere to be unem- 
ployed J whilft the fecond, an adiye youth, 
overlooks the labourers, and occafionally 
works among them. 

The eftate they cultivate, is more than 
two leagues in length, and one in breadth, 
by the fea fide, and hanging to the fun. 
Much of the land is good, the reft only fit 
for fheep ; and the whole quantity, as near 
as I coiild calculate, is about twelve thou- 
fand acres, for the fee-fimple of which he 
gave twenty thoufand hard dollars, or four 
thoufand pounds fterling. 

It is but two years fince he made the 
purchafe, and in that fhort fpace of time 
he has planted two hundred thoufand vines^ 
five thoufand olives, one hundred and twcn- 
;ty thoufand mulberries, five hundred and 

eighty 
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tighty figs, three hundred pomegranates, 
ievcn hiuulred lcn\oiiH, and aa many orange 
trees, belide a great nvunber of lugar canes. 
I le lias added to his works a tan-yard, and 
a paper-mill, each upon an exteniive fcale. 

To conduiit all thel'e operations, he ha« 
engaged one hundred and twelve n)cn, the 
labourers at five reals (one (lulling) a day, 
the n\arons at nine. Lail year he conitant- 
ly eniployed between ic\cn and eight hun- 
dred. 

His prelent ilock upon his iarm tonfifts 
ot' fifty-fix oxen, twelve hundred ihcep, iour 
hundred goats, and one hundred and fifty- 
eight pigsi but all thefe will be increafcd, 

The (hepherds fleep near their fiocks 
and every night a watchmai\ well arn^d 
rides, round the whole eitate, to fee that 
all is lafe. Were it not for tJus precaution^ 
the thieves by profeflion, and the finug- 
glers, when diftreiFed, would cunnut fve- 
ipient depi^dations. 

In the midll of the eilate, a vail ^uanv 
has been opened, and will be enlargtHl un 
the united purpot'es of procuriuij itone, wwd 
of giving vent to fprings, which arc hijc 
fo copious, that from the mouth o( iIk 
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quarry there ifliics a confideraWe river, dif. 
charging itfelf with great rapidity, and wa«« 
tciing as it flows more than a thoufand 
acres of his richeft land. 

The higheft rocks upon thefe premifes 
confift of white marble, the lower ones of 
limeftone, and nearer to the level of the 
fea, there is tuf^ or a kind of petrefa&ion, 
by incruftation of calcareous matter, in- 
cloiing the branches and leaves of trees, 
with other vegetable and animal produc- 
tions, not marine, but fimilar to thofe of 
the adjacent lands. Defcending lower ftill, 
near to the fea, we find the furfacc covered 
with fragments of fchift, and of white 
quartz. 

In this part of his eftate, adjoining to the 
fea, and near to the Aroyo de la Miel^ he 
pointed out to me two Roman baths, join- 
ed by a Mofaic pavement, and as it ap- 
pears, formerly covered by the fame roof j 
the one twenty feet long, the other four- 
teen, each twelve feet wide; the lefler fur- 
nifhed with a ftove, and both readily fup- 
plied with water, either from the fea, or 
from the rivulet. The fteps to each are 
^welve feet long, one foot wide, and nine 
5 * inches 
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inches deep. Nearer to the beach appear 
fome vaults, with other fragments of Mo- 
laic pavement. 

This enterprifing man, a Genoefe by 
birth, is a card-maker, and has an advan* 
tageous contraft with the government; but 
happily, being a man of fpirit, he employs 
all his gains in thefe improvements; and, 
ihould he continue to meet with protedlion 
from the court, in him it will be feen, that 
the man, although a ftranger, who gives 
adivity to wealth, and calls forth the re- 
fources of a country, far from being the 
object of jealoufy and envy, deferves every 
poflible encouragement, and ihould, as long 
as it fuits him to refide in it, be enrolled 
among the citizens, and partake of all their 
privileges. 

In his card manufaftory, in honour of 
the- marquis of Sonora, he employs two 
hundred people, to fulfil his engagements 
with the minifter, being bound to fup- 
ply a given quantity for the fervice of 
the colonies. Thefe he delivers at two 
reals the pack, and government fells them 
in America for twenty, that is, for a dollar, 
or four {hillings flerling, although better 

D 4 might 
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might be had for lefs than two pence half- 
penny, or one real. In confcquence of this 
extortion, the demand falls fo fhort, that 
there remain undifpofed of four thouj&n4 
boxes, each containing four thoufand packs; 
yet the contractor continues to deliver the 
fame quantity as ufual, receiving monthly 
on account, through Martinis of Malaga, 
one hundred and fifteen thoufand reals, or 
eleven hundred and fifty pounds. 

There is at Malaga a benevolent inflitu« 
tion, well fuited to the condition of a coun- 
try whofe hufbandmen are deftitute of ca- 
pitals. It is called Monte pioy and is in 
faft a provincial bank, eftablifhed for the 
purpofe of lending money, without intereft, 
to farmers, to employ it in the cultivation 
of their lands. Thefe funds arife from va- 
cant benefices, called Efpolios y Vacantes. 
In Gallicia the fame funds are applied in 
the encouragement and promotion of their 
fiiheries. 

The antiquities of this city, with its ad- 
jacent country, muft to thofe who have a 
tafte for fuch purfuits, be highly intereft- 
ing. It was built by the Phoenicians, and 
pafled fucceffively under the dominion of 

the 
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the Carthaginians, Romans, Coths, ami 
Moors. The iiril Ibvcrcii^n who (waycd 
the Iccplrc there, making it the (eat of em- 
pire, was Ilaly Ahenhamith. VVlicn thi« 
monareh had c(h\hH(hed his power over 
the kingdoms of (inmada and of Murela, he 
inarehed at the head of liis viL^h)rit)Us trooj)S 
to Cordova, wliere, having llain with his 
own hand the ufurper Zuleman^ he took 
portelVion of the vacant throne, and left the 
united empire to his poflerity. 

It w^is not till the year 14VS7, that Fer- 
dinand and Ifabella, after an ohlUnatc re* 
fiftance, recovered Malaga iVom the domi- 
nion of the Moors, At that period it mull 
have been a place of confidcrahlc llrength, 
and two Jlrong towers, the upper one called 
Gehalfliro, the other Alcac^ava, with their 
cominunicatin|f walls, miilV have In en tlie 
chief dependance of the lKfie!;al. Hnt its 
antiquities t leave to men better qualified 
than mvfelf to treat of. 

Before I quitted Malaj;a, I enquired into 
the prices of provifions. I1\e pound there 
is of two-and-thirty ounces j but, reduced 
to fix teen ounces, tlie piiv\s were as fol- 
low : 

Ikef, 
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Beef, twelve quartos, or fomethlng under 
three pence halfpenny. 

Mutton, fourteen ditto, or nearly four 
pence. 

Bread, five ditto, or not quite three half-* 
pence. 

Anchovies, three ditto. Thefe have been 
fold for one quarto the double pound, but 
iince there has been a demand for them in 
Naples, the price has rifea« 
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ON Sunday evening. April 151IU 1 pre-, 
pared, with regret, tc^ tun^ my buck 
\ipon 4 city, with which, upciu my iull cih 
trance, I was To difguUedi ihut 1 detc^r- 
mined to leave it the iuccccihng d^iy* Vet 
after a three weeks rclulence, ilelightcd 
with the manners o( the inhabitants, in 
leaving it I lanwnted the ihmtncl's ol my 
ftay* Having then bid adieu to all n^y 
friends, and paid the U\\ vilit where it was 
more efpecially due, to the numpilvs uf VaU 
lehermofo, rectunn^cndcil by his cxiellcncy 
to the care and attention oi my gnidc^ 1 fct 
forwards on nw journey, 

The 
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The way, for the fpacc of about three 
leagues, pafTes along a bottom, fhut in by 
mountains to the left, but, on the right- 
hand open to the fea. The whole of this 
valley is covered with luxuriant crops of 
corn, as arc the adjacent hills with vines. 
As we advance towards Velez Malaga, the 
country appears more broken and occupied 
by innumerable pointed hills, all rich and 
cultivated to their very fummits with the 
vine. The rock in general is fchift, with 
fome limeftone, and one hill of gypfum. 
With fuch a rich variety of views, it would 
not be eafy to find a more delightful ride 
than this. At the diftance of five leagues 
we arrived at Velez. 

This city occupies a declivity, and is ex- 
pofed to the influence of the mid-day fun. 
It is commanded by a caftle placed on the 
fummit of the hill, which, as no longer 
needful for its defence, is fuffercd to decay. 
Here are two parifli churches, fix convents, 
and, according to the government returns, 
eight thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
nine fouls; but they are fuppofed to be 
nearer to twelve thoufand. 

Much trade is carried on from hence, 

chiefly 
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chiefly ibr lemons, railiius hgs, alnwndat 
oil, and olives, with fome wine. 

The government is in a corrcguh\ and 
thirteen regidores, alhfted by the alcalde, 
alguazilj and thirteen eicrivanos. 

A« to the accommodations for a traveller, 
I can lay little, becaule 1 was happy in l>e~ 
ing received under the hoipitable roof of 
Mrs. Blake, the filler of n^y banker, Mr. 
Joyes. Yet fron> a view of the pojlub^ 1 
thought myfelf doubly fortunate in having 
fecured fuch good quarters, and Inch agree- 
able fociety. 

On Monday, i6th April, at fcven in the 
morning, we proceeded on our journey, 
palftng along the alameda^ fo called from 
aJamo^ a poplar, this being the tree with 
which moft frequently the public walktJ ar^ 
plajued. Jtlere, in a cool and refreilung 
Uiade, where through the whole year thi3 
nightingale fings, and lemon treew diftufv 
their fragrance, the inhabitants of Vele/. 
aflemble every evening. 

It was with reliiLlance that I quitted ihU 
cultivated Ipot, where all nature feemed to 
wear a fmile. Here the pealants at every 
Aep call for iwxf; blciling upon all who puA. 

IVir 
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Their manner is foft, their falutation is be-* 
nevolcnt, yet peculiar; for they do not, as 
in other parts of Spain, addrcfs the traveller 
with vayaufied con Dios^ that is, " God be 
with you," but vayaufied con la Virgen, 
'• May you be under the proteftion of the 
Virgin. 

When we had left this pleafant, this fer- 
tile valley, and began to climb the hills, 
the abundance of goats (hewed clearly the 
nature of the country, that it was rough, 
arid, and uncultivated. Such we found it, 
rugged in the extreme; and if our mules 
had not been nimble and alert, dauntlefs 
and perfevering, if they had not rcfembled 
in fome meafure the goats, in clambering 
among the rocks, wc (hould never have 
been able to proceed. 

The fcene itfelf was fufficiently terrific, 
but it was rendered more fo by the fre- 
quent view of monumental croffes. Of thcfe 
the moft remarkable was one raifed on the 
Ipot where the marquis S. Antonio and his 
fervant met their fate. The fituation was 
convenient for the purpofe, with a fteep 
afeentj and roads almoft impaflable, to engage 
his whole attention ; whilft fcattered tree* 

ferved 
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fcrred to fkrccn the villains, and enabled 
them unobfcrvcd to fire, at the fame in- 
(Unt» on the mafter and the man. 

Wc had^ however, little rcafon to be 
afraid, bccaufc wc had infcnfibly joined 
with others in the valley to form a power- 
ful caravan for the paffagc of thcfe moun- 
rAins> the ufual refuge of fmugglers and of 
thieves. Wc had a troop of fifty, either 
horfcs, mules, or aflcs ; and could have 
muftcrcd twenty men well armed. Of our 
company two were equipped more com- 
pletely than any of the rcrt ; each of thefe 
had two guns (lung by his fide, one very 
long, the other fliort; two pair of horfc 
pidols, and two Icflcr pillols in a girdle, 
befidc a dagger for clofc quarters, when 
they ihould have cxhauftcd their ammuni- 
tion. Thcfe were two oHiccrs of the re- 
venue, employed to watch the motions of 
the fmugglers. 

One of them, a young man, I found 
communicative and well informed. He 
told me, that lincc the tobacco has been 
raifed from thirty to forty reals, that is, to 
ciglK fliillings a pound, the fmugglers have 
increafed to fuch a degree, tliat they have 

now 
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now twenty where they before had onfi^ 
although the officers wholly employed in 
colleding the duty on tobacco, are more 
than eighteen thoufand, befide the foldiery, 
who are often called in to their affiftance. 
He complained moft feelingly of the hard-^ 
ihips endured by the officers of the reve* 
nue, and of the abfolute impoffibility of 
living on their pay. This appeared, when 
he informed me, that for the maintenance 
of himfelf and horfe, government allowed 
no more than eleven reals, or two'fhillings 
and two pence a day, with an obligation to 
find his own horfe; and, fhould any mif- 
fortune happen, to replace it at his own 
cxpence. This fpeaks for itfelf, and evi- 
dently proves that the mofl faithful of 
them all, muft have fome other dependance 
befide his pay. 

When we had travelled four leagues in 
about fix hours,, we arrived at the puerta, 
or fummit of thefe mountains, which were 
then covered with fnow, and after another 
league, we began defcending towards Al^ 
ha7na'y where, hungry and fatigued, we ar- 
rived at four in the evening. 

On the heights we had feen only the 

cork 
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fork tree and the ilex i hxiU io the vuUey, 
If with fuch a rich variety of hiJU it u\ay 
be called a valley, we found luxuriant crops 
of corn. 

jillkimi is remarkahla for fitu^tion. Wing 
almoft furrounded by a precipice* from 
which you look down upon a river* at kail 
two hundred feet below you. In this it is 
beautilul to fee and hear numerous cafiades* 
afluming various forn^s. all foaming amoi\g 
the rocks I and when they have fpent 
their fury* gliding aUnoft imperceptibly 
along in one continued ftream. Thus fitu- 
ated, the city is acceflible only fron^ the 
weftt where a caAle, formerly reput«;d 
ftrongi but now going to decay, comn^ands 
the entrance. 

Thefc rocks are worthy of our obferva- 
tion* The upper ftratum is pudding ftone. 
Under this comes fiUcious grit oi Und ftone, 
including broken ihells in great ahundancei 
and near the water's edge, at the depth of 
two hundred feet, there appears a ilratum 
of ihingle or rounded gravel Near to the 
river are fprings, productive of much fait. 

WhilA I was confldering this ilngolar 
fltuationiandcontompUting fome fragments 

Vol.. Ill, E of 
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of the rock ttplcte with (hells, an old monk 
joined me, and, upon looking at my fmall 
collection, affored me, as a recent difcoveiy, 
that what I fo much admired was not the 
production of the fea, but a mere lufus na^ 
turce. I thanked him for his politenefs, and 
turned my enquiries towards objeds on which 
he could give me better information. Prom 
him I Icamt, that the city contained fifteen 
hundred families, and had three convents, 
but no kind of manuJ&<ftare : that mutton 
fold for two reals, or nearly five pence u 
pound of fixteen ounces; bread for five 
farthings; and that as for beef, they fel- 
dom if ever tafired it; that the government 
was in twenty-four regidores, and that the 
number of efcrhanos was fortunately con- 
fined to four for the fervicc of the city, and 
of three dependant villages. 

As I was walking through fome corn 
fields, I obferved the peafants weeding their 
wheat crops. This operation they per- 
formed with very narrow hoes, and a re- 
^markable quick motioik I admired their 
dexterity, and think their method prefera-* 
ble to our own, as being much more expedi- 
tious xhai-that of bur ^BngHftJ ikrmers, who, 

• * after 
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after their fpring harrowing, make ufc of 
paddles* Were they to employ the lame 
implement among their turnips, they would 
make no difpatch; and ihould they ex- 
change it for the hoc among their wheat, 
they would foon learn to handle it with 
cafe, with expedition, and with fafety to 
their crop. 

When I returned to the pofada^ I found 
t good fupper, civil treatment, and a com- 
fortable bed) that is, comfortable, when 
compared with what I had expcdted ; and 
in the morning I was equally furprifed to 
find their charts moderate. 

WhilA: our caravan was aflembling and 
preparing to depart, a venerable monk ap- 
peared, with a little image richly drefled, 
to beg our charitable donations for the 
^een of Heaven i when inftantly every one 
was eager to exprefs the warmth of his de- 
votion, by kifling her feet, and by giving 
money to her treafurer. This work of 
piety accompHlhed, we began to mount 
our mules ; but we were again delayed for 
a few minutes, to contemplate an object, 
which excited horror — the corpfc of a poor 
traveller, who, the preceding night, had 

£ 2 been 
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been robbed and murdered in the moun- 
tains, over which we were about to pafs. 
As we advanced . upon the mountains, we 
took notice of many monumental crofles, 
almofl the only objedts to be fccn upon 
thefe unprofitable heights. The interme- 
diate vallics are rich, and many of them 
well cultivated. 

On thefe fierras the fmugglers travcrfe 
the country, travelling well armed, and in 
companies of two or three hundred men, 
with a little field-piece loaded with flugs, 
and fixed on the faddle of the leading horfc. 
Thus prepared, they have been known to 
pafs unmolefted in the prefence of the mi- 
litary, vvhen in point of numbers they were 
by no means equal to a conteft. 

In this elevated region wolves abound, 
for which reafon fhepherds with large dogs 
keep watch over their flieep by night, and 
feldom venture to fix their tents at any con-^ 
fiderable diftance from the fold. 

The rock is moftly gypfeous, including- 
ftrata of criftallifed felenite. 

How ftriking is the contraft, when, after 
having traverfed thefe almoft barren moun- 
tains, the rich and extenfiye. valley of Grar* 

nada 
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na^ opens on your view. Here, without 
the affiftance of the Noria, the land is plen- 
tifuUy watered, and loaded .with, luxuriant 
crops, fuch *as wheat, maize, barley, beans; 
peafe, hemp, and flax, with vines, mul- 
berries, and olives in "abundance. . . i 

The conftruftion of their plough is re* 
markable for its fimplicity. The handle, 
fheet, and ihare, are of one piece. This, 
with a beam mortifed into it and ftrength- 
ened by a retch^ with two pins to form the 
furrow, is the whole implement. Both the 
handle and the beam are lengthened out by 
pieces when fuch afliftance is required. 

From a comparifoji of all the ploughs to 
be found in the interior provinces. o£ Spain; 
I ani inclined to think, that the firft idea of 
this now complicated implement ^originated 
in the ufe of a crooked ftick, pufhed 'for- 
wards by a man, to form a fuiTOW. in loofc 
foil. When afterwards he called for the 
help of oxen, it became necefTary to con- 
trive a beam, in order to regulate the line 
of draft, according to the ftiiFnefs or 
loofcnefs of the foil, and the depth to 
which he wifhed to move the earth. For 
this purpofe, it was needful that the beam 

E 3 fhould 
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(hould be of fufneient length to reaeh the 
yokf*, th«t there he mi|ht httve hii point 
of lupport to he elevatecl of depretTedf m 
oecaftot) might rei^utre. In pttKHsfi of' titM 
he found it tonvenient to have two pinUi to 
he placed in Ateh a dired^ion on the Aiaro 
tti to remove the earth to the right vind to 
the left, and thuH to form a wider furrow 
thin the (hare alone could trace. 

Here then we havc the plough, com* 
monly ufcd lot* tillage in the kingdom ^ 
QfaMaHa% Ai for the fin to the fhare* the 
eoulter, the fore-fheet, and hind-fheet, the 
mould-board, the ground-wrlA, the drock* 
the bridle or cat-head, v^ith the foot and 
wheel or wheehi, they are evidently modern* 
and not yet introduced in thii fcqueAercd 
valley. Ai for harrowi t faw none. 

Oxen appear to he the chief depcndance 
of the farmer, both for tillage and for drafV« 
They have no barnn either for houfmg or 
ihrafhing out thefr graiin, becaufe when 
they have reaped their corn, they imme>* 
diately tread it, on areas in the open fteldi* 
with cattle, and having freed it from chaff 
by the afTidancc of the wind, they lodgq 
the corn thug cleanfed in granariei, 
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For an excelieiuf mule to carry me fe- 
vcDtceo k^ucs ftom Malaga to Granada» I 
piud eighty reals, or iixteen fhillings, \vant« 
ing a imall firadtion. 

GRANADA. 

GRANADA occupies ibe banks 
of two little rivers, thf Xe&H and the 
Daro^ at the extremity qf a viUe^ the cir- 
cumference of which h about five and 
twtn^ or diiity miles. The valley itfelf 
is bounded by high hills, and beyond thefe 
totheioiith «s xhf^ \fiarra nevade^ a chain 
of iDoimtaan$, £> oiJBed becauic diey arc 
covered with an eternal iho^r. From this 
drcuoiftaoce, the foiith wind is cooled in 
its pai&ge, and conies refrefhing to Gra- 
nada. 

According to the government returns, the 
city contains fifty-two thou£ind three hun- 
drcd and twenty-:6ve ^Quls ; but upon good 
audwrity^ I may venture to fay eighty thou- 
fiuuL It is divided into twenty-three pa- 
rities, with forty convents, three katcrios, 
^rentoexi termkM or chjtpek, nine hofpitals, 

and dght cojkgscs. 
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Immediately on my arrival^ I prcfcntcd 
my letters to the archbifliop, who gave me a 
polite reception; and, during my ftay, was fa 
obliging as to make me dine conAantly with 
him, excepting when I was invited by D. 
Juan Marino de la Barrera, prciidcnt of the 
court of chancery. 

This metropolitan has an income of two 
millions and a half of reals, or twenty«iive 
thoufand pounds a year, with which ho 
lives in fomo degree of fplendor, maintains 
great hofpitality, and diAributes largely to 
objedls of diflrefs. 

He is well lodged, has good equipageit 
and is fcrvcd, like other prelates, chiefly by 
ecclefiaflicsi being conilantly attended by 
his confeiTor, chaplains, fccretaries, and 
pages. The latter are commonly either 
children of the nobility recommended to his 
protcif^ion, or they claim his favour as being 
nearly related to the minifters of ftate. In 
this capacity he has had the nephews of 
count Florida Blanca, and of the marquis 
of Sonora. 

Thefc pages, when he goes Aut, attend 
him to his carriage. When he is at homo, 
they commonly wait in his antichamber> to 

receive 
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receive and to communicate his orders, or 
at table ftand behind his chair. Yet they 
have time allotted them for fludy, that 
when their fcrvice is accomplifhed, they 
maybe prepared for the altar, and qualified 
to occupy the higheft ftations in the 
church* 

The confeffor, chaplains, and fecretariei 
dine with the archbifhop. He is fcrved on 
plate, has adopted the French cookery, and 
does well the honours of his table. 

His bounty to the poor is fuch, that we 
can fcarcely conceive his income to equal 
his expenditure. Befide private penfions 
to families, and occafional relief in fcafons of 
diftrefs, he provides nurfes in the country 
•for 440 orphans and defertcd children; he 
fends poor patients to the hot baths at the 
diftance of eight leagues from Granada, 
where he adlually maintains fourfcore ; and 
he daily diftributes bread to all the poor, 
who aflerrible at his doors. Once, ds he 
did me the honour to inform me, he had 
the curiofity to count the number of thefc 
miferable creatures, and found the men two 
thoufand, the women on that day thrcfe 
thouiand and twenty-four; but at another 

time 
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time the women were four thouiknd. In 
this bounty he is imitated by forty convents, 
at which are diftributed bread and broth, 
without difcrimination, to all who preient 
themfelves. The Carthufians alone give 
annually fixty thouiand reals. 

Thefe beggars arc certainly objedts of dif- 
trefs ; but the queilion is> are they proper 
obje<5ts of companion, and fhould they be 
fure to meet with indifcriminate relief? 
Without it tbey muft perifh. With it 
they propagate the race. Without it they 
would have no exiAencc. With it they 
increafe and loultiply the objedts of diftreis. 
Surely then charity ceaies to deierve that 
name, when it extends the bounds of hu^ 
man mifery. Were it poflible to banifh 
poverty and wretchednefs by any other 
means, than by induflry and unremitted 
application, benevolence might £ifely be 
permitted to ilretch forth the hand, and 
without diflindtion to clothe the naked, feed 
the hungry, give drink to the thirfty, and 
furniih habitations for the defolate. But 
the misfortune is^ that undiflinguiifaing be- 
nevolence oSers a premium to indolence, 
prodigality, and vice^, Thefe principles 
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can never be too deeply impr^ed upon the 
mind« Yet they are £> little underftood^ 
that, 1hK>t merely in Spain, but in more en« 
lightened countries, they are overlooked or 
violated, and no where more fo than with 
us. 

In the Gooduft of our archbi(hop, who 
is diftinguiQied thus by the goodnei^ of hit 
heart, and no lefs admired for his under-* 
Aanding^ I was flruck with one inftance of 
miftaken benevolence^ not hdMrever uncom«* 
mon amongil men, as arifing from our bo* 
ing liable to ad under the influence of ge* 
neral principles^ without adverting to the 
reafoDS upon which thofe principles were 
built. Pleafed and perfectly fatisfied with 
his principal cook, who is Ukewife his con- 
fedioner, he was determined to part with 
this man, rather than advance his v^rages to 
fomething more than five reals, or a IhiU 
ling a day; and this upon a principle of 
(£conomy» that he might have the more 
to give in charity. Yet this faithful fcr-» 
vant had a wife and five fmall children. 

One article of his expenditure defervcs 
the highefl commendation. It is for free 
fchools eilabUflicd in every part of the dio^ 

tefc. 
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ccfe, and to thefc he paya particular atten^ 
tion at hia annual vifltationa. 

In one of my vilit-s tt) the paUcc, Ifound 
him abient, but he h.ul IctV wottl for me to 
follow him. 1 divl fo. It wua to a jaili 
where I fuw huu waiting on the prifoncrti, 
und with his own hands ftrving thein, 
whilft they were fcuteil at a table plcnti- 
fully furnished. This example of charity 
he exhibits annually in each of the pri- 
fons, 

I have obferved aliTudy, that in com- 
pliance with a general invitatiuni I com<< 
monly partcx)k of hi* hofpitality at noon, 
Defidea this vifit, few evenings palled with- 
out my being prefent at hia Hrtulm,, when 
hia friends alfembled round him forconveri^ 
fation. litre fome of the more ancient 
amufed themfclvea at cards. 

At one of thefe evening aflcmbUea, I met 
with a young noblen\an, an otHcer, who had 
the good fortune to be efcorted, in a jour.. 
ney of fix days over the mountains, by a 
party of fmugglcrs, and to find a protedtor 
in the very perlbn who had murdered the 
marquis Saji Antonio. This man, the cap- 
tun of a band, was not a robber by pro-. 

• • feflion^ 
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fefllon, nor did he aUow of violence, ex- 
cept in cafes of neceffitVj never permitting 
his comrades to plunder travellers, unlefs 
diftreifed either for armvS, for horfcs, or for 
money, after they themfclves had been 
plundered by fome otHcer of the revenue j- 
nor did he fufter them to murder any one, 
but out of refentment, or for felf-defencc. 

At parting, the young otHccr would have 
given money to Pedilla^ for that was the 
leader's name, but the generous chief re- 
fufed it, faying, ** When we had the mif- 
" fortune to kill the marquis San Antonio, 
♦* it was under a mifh\ke. If you can pro- 
*• cure our pardon, we will quit a pro- 

fellion, of which we have been long 

fince weary/* 

This gentleman aflured me, that thieves 
often rob under the difguife of fmugglers, 
in order to prevent a fearch, and thereby 
bring unmerited odium on the illicit trader. 

Soon after mv arrival, I vilited the albam^ ' 
hra^ or ancient palace of the Moori(l:i fovc- 
reigns ; and as long as I continued in Ot^^ 
nada, I feldom palled a day without *re* 
turning to contemplate an edifice, fo.per« 

feftly 
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£:^y difiereht in itt:.ftile of architedlure 
from cvcrjr thing I had feen before^ 

You enter firfl into an oblong court of 
a hundred and fifty feet by ninety, with a 
baibn of water in the midft, of one hun- 
dred feet in length, encompafTed by a flower- 
border. At each end is a colonade. From 
hence you pafs into the court of the lions, 
£> called becaufe the fountain in the mid- 
dle is fupported by thirteen lions. It is 
adorned with a colonade of one hundred 
and forty marble pillars. Of this I made 
a drawing, but had I previoufly feen the 
beautiful reprefentation of it by Mr. Swin- 
burn, I fhould have faved myfelf that trou- 
ble : yet as we have given different points 
of view, my labour, I truft, will not be 
loft. The royal bedchamber has two al- 
coves adorned with columns, and a fountain 
between them in the middle of the room. 
Adjoining to this are two hot baths. The 
great hall is about forty feet fquare, and fixty 
in height, with eight windows and two 
doors^ all in deep reccfTes. Between this 
and the oblong court, is a gallery of ninety 
firct by fifteen. All thcfe lower apartments 

have 
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liave fountains^ and 4ire paved either with 
tiles or mafbk in checkers. The idea of 
the cielings is evidently taken from fialttc^ 
tites. Of drop Ibones found ia the roofs of 
natiaral caverns. The ornaments of the 
friezes are arabefque, and perfectly accord 
widi the Arabic infcriptions, y^hich are 
htK fuited to the purpofe for which each 
apartment was defigned. Thus, for in- 
ftance, over the entrance to the hall of 
judgment, k Ae following fentcnce : 

Enter, fear not, feek jnfticc, and jufticc 
tkou (halt &nd. 

A handfonM ftair-cafe leads }rou to a 
fnit isi apartments intended for the winter# 

The -albambra has a jurifdidion peculiar 
to itfelf, with an alcalde, alguazil, efcrivancu 
prifon, gibbet, and a cuchUlo for the purpofe 
<^ decapitation. 

Adjoining to this refidence of the 
Mooriili fovereigns, and communicating 
with it, is the palace of Charles V. built 
by Alonzo Bermgcte in a fuperior ftifei 
It has two principal fronts, each of two 
hundred and twenty feet, by about fixty in 
height; and the orders are Doric and Ionic, 
with a rustic bafement. The chief en- 
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trance is from the weft under a portal^ 
which has three gates, a large one fup- 
ported by two fmaller, with intermediate 
columns and pilaftres, and battle pieces in 
bafs relief. Faffing through a fpacious 
hall, you enter a circus of one hundred 
and twen^y-fix feet diameter^ and of a 
fingular conftrudtion ; for it is a cupola, 
with a periftylc of two and thirty Doric 
pillars appearing to fupport it, but in reality 
placed there for beauty, becaufe being a 
cupola it needs no fuch affiftance. Above 
this you have a gallery of about twenty 
feet in depth, with two and thirty Ionic 
pillars to fupport the roof; this forms the 
communication with tlie principal apart- 
ments. 

. Near to the alhambra is the manfion of 
the governor, with fome good rooms, but 
little worthy of attention. And not far 
from this, on the declivity of the hill, look- 
ing to the weft, and commanding a profpeA 
of the city, is the ancient caftle, with its 
hanging gardens, furniihed with numerous 
fountains, and enjoying a delightful fhade. 
, .To the eaft of the alhanibra, on the op^ 
polite declivity, is. the old palace of Xcna- 
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lirife, which, with its gardens and foun- 
tains, may amufe an idle hour, if feen be-- 
fore itd more beauteous rival has captivated 
tihe whole attention. It is the property of 
the Conde de Campotejar, a defcendant of 
the Moorifli kings. 

The afcent towards the alhambra is 
through a fhady and well-watered grove of 
elms, abounding with nightingales, whofe 
melodious warbling is not confined to the 
midnight hour: here, inceflant, it is equally 
the delight of noon. 

Whenever the heat was too intenfe to. 
admit of wandering abroad, I took the op- 
portunity to vifit churches, and to amufe 
myfclf with pictures. 

The cathedral, venerable both for anti- 
quity and magnitude, is divided into five 
aiies, and adorned with Ionic columns. It 
is four hundred and twenty-five feet long, 
by two hundred and forty -nine wide ; and 
the great dome is one hundred and fixty 
feet hight by eighty in diameter. In it 
are ibme good modern chapels ; and among 
thefe the moft diftinguiihed is that of nue/- 
tra Senora del Pilar^ of Zaragoza, fitted up 
H the expence of the afchbiihop, a native 
Vol. III. F of 
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of that city^ to be at once the faithful mo^- 
nument of his liberality and taAe^ and the 
fccure depofitory of his perfon and his 
image. The marble is rich^ the fculpture 
excellent; both are from Italy. To fecure 
the attention of fucceeding generations, the 
materials, and the workmanfhip, are faffi- 
cicnt of themfelves ; but to call forth their 
devotion, the worthy prelate has obtained 
from Rome peculiar indulgences for thofe 
who fliall pray before this altar. 

Befide this, a chapel behind the great 
altar, now fitting up, will be> in point of 
elegant fimplicity, a model for all fucceed- 
ing ones. 

Among the beft paintings in the cathe- 
dral may be reckoned thofe of Don Pedro 
de Athanafia, a native of Granada. Of 
him we admire S. Bernard, a crucifix, the 
flagellation, the portraits of Ferdinand and 
of Ilabella, with S. Ramon and the blefied. 
Virgin ; but above all the famous pi(3:ure of 
S. Pedro de Narafco, whof^ hiftory, if au- 
thenticated, would dcfcrve to be recorded. 
It happened, that when the midnight bell 
called the fathers cf his convent to rehearib 
their mattins, they were all lb found afleep^ 

that 
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that not one but himfelf awoke^ As he 
haftened towards the chapel, he heard me- 
lodious founds ; and when he entered it, he 
found the vacant feats occupied by angels, 
and law the bleffed Virgin in his own, 
chanting the mattins with more than hu- 
man fervour. 

In the reprefentation of this marvellous 
event, the painter has exerted his utmoft 
abilities, and called forth all the powers of 
his art. 

Befide thefe, we find four incomparable 
pidlures by Efpanoleto, two good ones by 
Rifueiio, and one excellent by John of 
Seville. 

Here likewife is the famous fculpture of 
Charity; and here is depofited the image of 
the Virgin, carried by Ferdinand and lia- 
bella in all their wars, as the pledge of 
Vidory. 

In the Cartuxay or convent of the Car- 
thufian friars, every thing is valuable. The 
pidlures are numerous, and executed by 
the beft mafters, fuch as Pedro Perugino, 
Alonfo Cano, Palomino, Giufeppe Ribera, 
called el Efpanoleto, Athanafia, who fub- 
fcribes himfelf Athaii, Cottan, a father of 

p 2 this 



[ 68 ] 

this convent, Titian, and the divine Ma- 
rales. The moft ftriking pidtures are, for 
beauty, Paul, the firft hermit, fed by a 
raven ; and, for the marvellous, S. Hugo, 
holding the facramental cup, in which the 
wine appears to be changed into a little 
boy. The marbles, in great variety, and 
highly wrought, are from the vicinity, and 
appear to be well chofen. Their wine is 
excellent. 

In the church of nuejlra Senora de las 
Angujiias, is a profulion of fine marble, 
with which the mountains in this vicinity 
abound; but no church in Granada fhews 
more want of tafte. The Corinthian pil- 
lars, had they been fimple, would have 
been admired ; but they are deformed by 
needlefs and moft unmeaning ornaments. 

The other convents, remarkable for good 
pidhires, are Los Angeles, the Capuchins, 
and S. Domingo. In the cloifters of the 
laft, are reprefented in frefco all the miracles 
of this faint, particularly his reftoring to 
life, by the virtue of his rofary, a man who 
ha(i been two years buried. 

San Juan de Dios has a beautiful church, 
to be admired for its proportions, but to 

be 
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be execrated for abfurdity and want of 
tafte in all its ornaments. Here the trea^ 
fores are ineftimable. The urn, in which 
are depofited the afhes of the faint, is five 
feet high, furrounded by thirteen images of 
die apoftles, each of about fifteen inches, 
and covered by a dome, which is fupported 
by eight columns of about feven feet high ; 
the whole of maflive filver, and exquifitely 
wrought. 

From the convents I turned my attention 
to the hofpicioj or general hofpital ; and, ac- 
cording to the accounts with which I was 
favoured by the prefident of the court of 
chancery, who appears to have paid much 
attention to this inftitution, the whole 
liumber of men, women, and children was 
fix hundred and fifty-five. Of thefe the 
majority were under the age of fourteen^ 
and the reft chiefly ideots, and people who 
were, become decrepid with old age: yet 
they are ftated to have earned by labour 
feventy-five thoufand reals, or one pound 
two {hillings and eight-pence each upon 
the average; whiift their food coft only 
ninety -two thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-two reals, and their clothing forty- 

F 3 nine 
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nine thoufand one hundred and eighty- 
five ; the former being equal to one pound 
eight /hillings, and the latter to fifteen 
/hillings, that is together only two pounds 
three (hillings each. If there is no mifbikc 
in this account, the greatnefs of their gains, 
and the fmallnefs of their expenditure, muft 
be equally furprifing. This account is 
dated April 21, 1787. 

Here is an academy, as in all the great 
towns of Spain, for the three noble arts of 
painting, fculpture, and architecture, con- 
ducted at the king's expence, and free for 
all ; but this inftitution is yet in a ftate of 
infancy. 

As for the manufaftures, they are going 
to decay, and feel more than the common 
infirmities of age, receiving at beft little 
encouragement from local fituation, and 
being deprefled and ruined by want of po- 
litical wifdom in the government of this 
once thriving city. In the year 1 552, 
about threefcore years after the conquefl of 
Granada, many regulations were publi(hed, 
and afterwards, A.D, 1672, confirmed, lay- 
ing reftraints on manufacturers, fubjeCting 
them to formalities, and to vexatious fines, 

and 
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and fixing the price at which their manu- 
fadtures (hould be fold. As a compenfa- 
tion, the price of provifions was likewife 
fixed ; but as the latter tended to hurt the 
market, and to deprefs the farmer, fo the 
operation of the former was to debafe the 
quality of goods, and to bring flow yet 
certain ruin on the manufacturer, under 
the abfurd idea of favouring the confumer. 

The want of political wifdom has been 
here equally fatal to agriculture, as to ma- 
nufadturcs, and to commerce. 

At the beginning of the laft century, the 
univcrfity of Toledo reprefented to Phi- 
lip III. the various grievances by which 
the nation had been reduced, both as to 
population and to wealth; ftating among 
thcfe the heavy duties coUeded in Granada 
on raw filk, amounting at that time to fix- 
teen reals, or three ihillings and two-pence 
farthing a pound. Don Bernardo de Ulloa, 
A. D. 1740, makes thcfe amount^to nearly 
feventccn reals and a half, under the various 
appellations of alcabala, cienfosy dicT^mos, ar^ 
bitrioj tartily torresy and xeliz, terms to be 
hereafter explained ; whereas raw filk was 
then felling at forty-two reals, fo that the 

F 4 tax 
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fax amounted to more than forty-one per 
cent. 

When Count Campomancs wrote his in- 
comparable work, called Educacim Popular 
the rate, according to the pound, was con* 
liderably higher ; but the proportion to the 
value was diminiflied. He dates the duties 
thus. The royal tithe, upon a fuppofed 
valuation, is three reals ; the eccleiiaftical 
tithe, colleiSted in kind, now worth fix 
reals s tartil, feventeen maravedis^ or half 
a real; and the alcavala, 1 144 reals; or, in 
the whole twenty-one reals, fifteen maravedis, 
equal to four {hillings and three-pence far** 
thing per pound of fixteen ounces : where- 
as; before the conqueft^ the Moors paid no 
more than three reals and a half^ or eight 
pence three*farthings nearly» for eighteen 
ounces. 

This four fhillings and three-pence far* 
thing was upon the raw materials ; but the 
alcabala and ckntos follow the manufa&urer 
and merchant in all fubfequent transfers of 
property, till it comes into (he hands of the 
confumer. 

The alcabala and cientos have been ex- 
plained already. Diczmos are the tithes; 

§ arbitrk 
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arbitrio i; a tax levied by corporation or 
municipal government, for provincial pur- 
pofesj tartil was paid to the magiftrate, 
who took charge of, weighed, and fealed 
tlie filk in the public magazines; xelix 
was paid to the auctioneer who fold it, 
and who kept the regifter ; torres de la cojia 
is a fpccics of (hip- money, for guarding 
the coafls from the depredations of the 
Algcrincs. 

It is not pofTible to think of manufac- 
tures in Granada, without calling to mind 
the expuKion of the Moors, and paufing 
to examine the policy of that flrong or 
ftrange meafure« 

It is univerfally acknowledged that they 
were numerous, and that, in confequence of 
their induftry, attended by frugality, they 
had acquired opulence and power. As to 
their numbers, we arc informed, that of 
% hundred thoufand condemned by the in- 
quifition for apoftatizing from the Chrif- 
^an faith, four thoufand had been burnt 
without any good efFcft. Philip III. in 
the year 1 609, banifhed to Africa one hun- 
dred and forty thoufand out of the kingdom 
of Valencia j and in the three years follow- 
ing. 
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ing, fix hundred thoufand from Seville, 
Murcia, and Granada. If to thefe we 
add the muhitudes who perifhed by famine^ 
and by fword, we fliall be inclined to ftate 
the lofs to Spain, at leaft if not with Count 
Campomanes at four hundred thoufand 
families, yet at one million of its moft 
aiftive fubjedts. 

This lofs, added to what the country had 
fuftained by the previous expulfion of eight ^ 
hundred thoufand Jews, with all their 
wealth, in the reign of Ferdinand and Ifa- 
bella, was, under fuch a government as that 
of Spain, irreparable. 

The Moors are acknowledged, by the beft 
Spanifh writers, to have excelled in agri- 
culture, particularly in watering their lands, 
in the cultivation of mulberry- trees, the 
fugar-cane, rice, and cotton, all introduced 
by them ; in their peculiar breed of horfes, 
and in the manufaftures of filk, of paper, 
and of gunpowder, firft brought into Eu- 
rope by them. 

How then was it conftftent with found 
policy to fubjed: a country to fuch a lofs ? 
and upon what principles could the fove- 
reign juftify his condudt ? 

Their 
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Their numbers, their induftrr, their thi- 
guilty, with their corJequent opuience ^xd 
po^ver, were circumifcances, if taken in con- 
ae<^oa with ibme others, which led to their 
ruin and deftrudion : becaule, when go* 
vernment conlidered the obilinate adlie- 
fence of the Moors to dieir own religion^ 
iheir invincible hatred of Chriftianity, their 
UQity among themfelves in point of cuf- 
toms> of language, and of creed, and their 
conilant correfpondence with the enemies 
of Spain in Africa; nay,- when government 
regarded them as enemies never to be re- 
conciled, and fituated in a part of the pen- 
infula naturally not only ftrong, but moil 
apccflible by a foreign power; their num- 
bers and their wealth were the very cir- 
cumftances which made them formidable, 
and tended to create alarm. 

Gentle methods had been tried, more ri- 
gorous had been adopted ; and, from the 
time that cardinal Ximenes burnt their. 
Alcorans, and baptized their children, they 
had been fubjedt to all the horrors of in- 
quifitoriaj pov/cr, yet in vain; for their 
conftancy was never to be fhaken, their ad- 
herence to the impollor Mahomet could 

not 
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not by any means be weakened in the 
leaft, much lefs could it be diiTolved. No- 
thing then rennaincd, but to get rid of them 
with as little injury as poflible to their per«- 
fons and their property. 

In vindication of this tranfadtion^ many 
champions have appeared, and among them 
no one feems to have paid more attention 
to the fubjedt than D. Fonfeca, in his Wprk 
called ^tifio, Expulfion de los Morifcos. Some 
of his charges are, however, unworthy of 
his good fenfe and gravity, ferving only, to 
evince the fovereign contempt in which 
the Catholic faith was held by the Maho- 
metans. I fhall refer to them in order, as 
they (land, and this chiefly with a view of 
pointing out the means made ufe of for the 
converfion of thofe infidels. Speaking of 
the Morifcoes, our author fays. 

When, being conduced to church by 
the alguaziU they were compelled to take 
the holy water, they treated it with every 
cxpreflion of contempt ; and when the hoft 
was lifted up, le daban higas por debajo de la 
capa-y (p. 90.) that is, they thruji their 
thumb out between the two middle fingers i 
which, in Spain, is tlie greatcft poflible in- 
dignity^ 
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dignity, and token of defiance. This, how- 
ever, they did under their cloaks. 

They neither left legacies in their wills, 
nor did they give money to procure mafies 
for the fouls of their departed friends, un- 
lefs when compelled to do fo, and then 
thqr came to the prieft with half a real to 
purchase half a mafs. (p. 92.) 

When they were dragged to the confef- 
fionals, they would not acknowledge them-- 
felves guilty either of mortal, or even of 
venial fins. (p. 100.) 

Out of twenty children born to them, 
they carried one only to the baptifmal font, 
and him they baptized twenty times, under 
twenty different names, and even lent this 
child from one village to another, (p. 106.) 

They ill treated the images of the faints, 
which they were obliged to receive into 
their houfes. (p. 128.) That is, fuch was 
their abhorrence of every thing bearing the 
Icaft appearance of idolatry, that, to exprefs 
their indignation, they forgot good man- 
ners; and thefe images were found in the 
moft indecent places, with their heads 
downwards, and other marks of fovereign 

contempt 
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contempt upon them. {v. Geddcs Etp. 
of the Morilc.) 

Should the meafurc itfclf be vindicated 
under the plea of nccefflty, yet the mode 
in which the expulfion was condudled can 
never be approved; for the Moors had only 
fixty days allowed them to difpofe of their 
effcdls : yet, in quitting the kingdom, they 
were not to carry out gold, filver, precious 
ftones, unlefs under the heavy duty of fifty 
per cent, nor even letters of exchange; 
but only merchandife purchafed of native 
Spaniards. By their expulfion, houfes wfent 
to ruin and decay, lands were left unculti- 
vated, commerce was negledled, and ma- 
nnfadures felt the fcvercft fliock, a fhock 
foch as fomc fcarcely furvived, whilft others 
were wholly loft. The fudden departure 
of this multitude left a vacuity which it 
was not eafy to fill up, more efpecially by 
a nation which, having for the fpace of 
feven centuries been trained to war, and 
inflamed only by military ardour, had learnt 
in that long interval to look down with 
contempt upon all who were engaged in 
the mechanic arts, and more efpecially to 

defpife 
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deipife thofe occupations in which their 
antagonifls excelled. 

Numerous privileges and immunities en* 
joyed by the hidalgos or knights, foraetiraes 
called hijos de dalgo, have contributed very 
much to confirm hereditary prejudices to 
the detriment of trade. Their depofitions 
are taken in their own houfes. They are 
(bated in the: courts of juftice,and are placed 
near the judge. Till the year 1 7 84, their per- 
fbns, arms, and horfes, were free from ar- 
reft. They are not fent to the common 
jails, but are either confined in caftles, or 
in their own hou&s on their parole of ho- 
nour. They are not hanged, but ftrangled, 
and this operation is called garrotar^ from 
garrote^ the little flick ufed by carriers to 
twift the cord, and bind hard their loading. 
They cannot be examined on the rack. They 
are, moreover, exempted from the various 
taxes called pecbos peciidos, moneJas^ martin 
niegasy and contribuciones re ales and chiles \ 
that is, from fublidies, benevolence, and 
poll tax, or taiile, paid by the common 
people, at the rate of two per cent, in this 
province, but in others at the rate of four. 

They 

X 
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They arc free from perfbnal fervlce, except 
where the fovereign is, and even then they 
cannot be compelled to follow him. None 
but the royal family can be quartered on 
them. To conclude, the noble female con- 
veys all theie privileges to her hufband and 
her children, juft in the fame manner as 
the eldeft daughter of the titular nobility 
tranfmits the titles of her progenitors. 

The proportion of hidalgos in the king- 
dom of Granada is not confiderable ; for out 
of fix hundred and fifty-two thoufand nine 
hundred and ninety inhabitants, only one 
thoufand nine hundred* and feventy-nine 
are noble; whereas, in the province of Le- 
on, upon little more than one* third that 
population, the knights are twenty -two 
thoufand. In the province of Burgos, on four 
hundred and fixty thoufand three hundred 
and ninety-five inhabitants, one hundr^and 
thirty-four thoufand and fifty-fix arc cnti* 
tied to all the privileges of nobility; and in 
the Afturias, of three hundred and forty-five 
thoufand eight hundred and thirty-thr^, 
nearly one- third enjoy the fame diflinc- 
tion. 

The two high courts of chancery in 

Spain 
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Spain are at Valladolid and Granada. The 
preiident of the latter Honoured me with a 
Aatement of the^various offices and officers 
belonging to his court, and fubjedt to his 
authority. They are as follow : 

1 6 Oidores, or civil judges. 
8 Alcaldes del Crimen, or criminal 

judges.^ 
£ Fifcals, or attorney and folicitor- 

general. 
I Alguazil Mayor, or high conilable* 
I Secretario. 
1 04 Abogados, qr counfel. 
12 Relatores de la Civi^ or reading 
clerks. 

1 Teniente Chanciller Mayor 3 vice* 

chancellor. 

2 Teipreros de Penas de Camara 7 

gailos de Jufticia,or treaforers. 

1 Contador^ accomptant. 

16 Efcrivanos de Camara j fcriveners 

or notaries. 
6 Relatores del Crimen 3 criminal 

reading clerks. 
5 Efcrivanos del Crimen. 

2 Efcrivanos maycres de hijos dalgo. 
Vol. III. G 8 For- 
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5 Portcros. 

3 Agentes de los Fifcales. 
40 Receptores^ to recover fines. 
32 Procuradorcs ; folicitors. . 
3 2 Alcaldes de barrio ; conflables. 

Alcaldes de Corte. 
1 1 Alguaziles de Corte. 

6 Efcrivanos de Provincia* 
I Repoftero. 

I Alcayde de la Carcel de Corte; 

jailor. 
18 Porteros. 

The municipal gpveffmnent is in a cor- 
regidor, twenty-four regidores, and twelve 
jurados, or lord mayor, aldermen^ and com- 
mon- council-men; with twd alcaldes may- 
ores, one alguazil mayor, thirty alguaziles 
ordinaries, three efcrivanos de Cabilda^ 
twenty-four efcrivanos del numero, thirty- 
two efcrivanos reales,'one alcaide de la car- 
cel real, or jailor of the ro3ral prifon. 

Thefe likewife are fubjeft to the prcfi- 
dent of the court of chancery. 

During my ftay in this delightful city I 
paid feveral • vifitis to Don Fr. Antonio de 
Gardoqui, one of the inquifitors, in whom 

I found 
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1 found a man of fuperior talents^ well in** 
formed^ and of remarkable humanity. Af- 
ter I had been one evening with him in his 
coach^ attended by his aflbciate, to take the 
air in the pafeo or public walk, the archbi- 
(hop did me the honour to examine me re- 
fpeding my feelings \ and, in a pleafant 
manner, aflced me, how an Englifh clergy- 
man, a teacher of herefy, could venture his 
perfbn in a coach between two inquilitors ? 
I told him, thaf when I had the honour to 
dine with thofe gentlemen at his grace's 
table, I had watched them narrowly, and 
obferved, that they ate beef and mutton like 
other men, and concluded thence, that I 
had riothing to apprehend from them. The 
idea ftruck him ; he laughed heartily, and 
aflured me, that the inquifitOrs of the prc- 
fcnt day were become more gentle than 
their fathers, and feldom regaled themfelves 
with human flefh^ but, faid he, look (harp, 
for they have not yet forgot the tafte of 
blood. 

This was true; for although the Sluema-- 
dero, when I went to view it, appeared t;o 
be ncgledled, and was fuffered to decay; 
yet, not more than eight years before, two 
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Jews and a Turk were burnt upon it j and 
in the year 1726, the inquiruion Icixed 
three hundred and iUty timilicN accufed 
of heing fee retly uttached to the Muhome- 
tan lehgion. The actullition, in all proba* 
bility, waa truei becaulc the court of tlie in«» 
quifitioniamidll many imperfcdiona, in re- 
markable for invcltigating facHs] and even 
to the })refent day, both Mahometans and 
Jewb are thought to be numeroua in Spaini 
the former among the n^ountaina, the latter 
in all great citicH. Their principal difguifo 
18, n^ore than conunon zeal in external con- 
formity to all the precepts of the church j 
and tlie n^oil apparently bigoted, not only 
of the clergy, but of the inqullitors them- 
felvea, arc by fome perlbns fufpedted to bt 
Jews. 

Whilll I was at Granada, I had an op- 
portunity of feeing a wretch hanged for 
robbery and murder. lie had been twelve 
luontlis under fentr^nce of death, before he 
was ordered lor t xecution i from tl^at tin\e 
he remained for fome iluyii luider the di- 
redion of a priell, who gave him inllruc- 
tions, received his confellions, granted him 
ubfulutioui adminiilcicd to him tlic lall fa- 
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cramcnts* with the bleffing of the church, 
and left him in the full affurance that, 
thus prepared, he ihould go immediately to 
paradife. 

This triumph of chriftian charity over 
wholefome policy is univerfal, and to be 
found in every part of Spain i where, before 
the minifters of juftice are permitted to ex- 
ecute the fcntencc of the law, the minifters^ 
of grace approach the criminal to admini- 
fter all the confolations of religion, and to 
deliver him from the fear of death, 

Juft as I was entering the Pkza nueva^ 
the poor wretch was (landing on one lad- 
der, with a halter fliilened round his neck, 
and the hangman from another was pre- 
paring to fpring upon him. After a few 
hours, his body was decently interred. 

The environs of Granada are delightful i 
the public walks are pleailvnti and the 
country, all round the city, appears to be 
well cultivated. Going out one evening 
by the way which leads to Malaga, and 
turning to the right, by the P<ijh dejara^ 
i/uu I wandered among the tioarket gardens, 
Thefe appear a perfect wildernefs of fruit- 
tjees, and yet are covered with ^the moil 
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luxuriant crops of all kinds of vcgctablea. 
Every cottage has a little court, or bowcr^ 
formed by a lattice - frame, and wholly 
fhaded by the vine; under which, in the 
evening, the peafant, with his family, af- 
femblcs to take refreshment; whilft the 
nightingale from every tree is uttering his 
plaintive note. Thefe gardens are all plen* 
tifully watered. 

Of the public walks, the two moft fre- 
quented are, one on the banks of the G^- 
;;//, with cooling fhades and refrefhing foun- 
tains ; the other, more wild and romantic, 
by the fide of the Daro^ a river known 
among the Romans by the name of Attrd^ 
and fo called from the quantity of gold col-, 
lefted with its fand. 

In one of my rambles near the Carfuxa^ 
I ftumbled on a beautiful fpecimen of fchift^ 
carrying iron and white mica, with nu- 
merous dodecaedral garnets, brought down 
from a higher level by the torrent. Amend- 
ing about a mile by the fide of the ravin, I 
continually difcovered more, and, had not a 
fcorching fun compelled me to retreat, I 
/hould have laboured to find out the fource 
frqm whence tl^ey came. 

This 
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This fcorching fun is highly beneficial 
to the produdion of nitre, at the fait- works 
near Granada; where, with about one hun- 
dred men, employed during the fummer, 
and twenty-fix in winter, government ob- 
tains three thoui&nd quintals annually. But 
then the lixiviating water is not carried by 
men, as in Madrid, but conducted by pipes 
to every filter. 

To procure the proper kind of earth, 
they obferve the fpots which, early in the 
mprning, appear black, and towards noon 
become white round the edges; this they 
colledt, and find that land, on which has 
been laid much dung, is the moft produc- 
tive. Once colled:ed, it will endure for 
ages ; and, having been expofed to the in- 
fluence of the fun and of the air, yields the 
fame quantity as at firft on every fubfc- 
quent filtration. In thfc places where they 
find this earth, there is neither limeftone, 
chalk, nor gypfum; and, aflies being ex- 
tremely fcarce, none are ufed at the bottom 
of the filters. 

I have already confidered this wonderful 
produdion as a merchant; and happy 
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fhould I be,' were I qualified to difcufs it 
with any fatisfadtion as a chemift. 

Here a thpufand queftions crowd in upon 
the mind. From whence does this earth 
cofle<a the vegetable alkali, whence the ni- 
trdus acid? Suppofing the former to be 
originally the refult of putrefa^on, yet, 
after the earth has been lixiviated, and all 
the vegetable alkali has been carried off by 
water, how is it impregnated afrefli, merely 
by expofure to the fun and air ; and where 
does it obtain this inexhauflible fupply b«th 
of the alkali and its combining acid? But, if 
we reflect, that, with the nitrous fait, there 
is conftantly found muria, or fea-falt, in 
cbnfiderable quantities, whence does it de- 
rive the foflil alkali, and whence the mu- 
riatic acid, not once, but upon every fub- 
fequent expofure ? 

It is well known that old mortar pro- 
duces fix kinds of fait; for, befide the two 
juft mentioned, both the nitrous and the 
muriatic acid are found combined with 
magnefia and with calcareous earth. But, 
'if we recoiled:, at Ariover and Aranjuez we 
iaw Epfom and Glauber's fait, with the 
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muria and the nitre, and both thofc f,\\u 
contain vitriolic acid. 

Here, then, new queflions will arifc. 
What is the relation between thefe various 
fubftances, of chalk, magnefia, the foflil and 
the vegetable alkalis ? What connection can 
we trace between the muriatic, nitrous, and 
vitriolic acids ? and, Is there one common 
principle of acidity ? 

This queftion will be both more natural 
and more interefting, when we confider, as 
far as relates to England, France, and 
Spain, the only countries which have come 
under my obfcrvation, that, in proportion 
to the quantity of fun, the chalk is found 
impregnated with vitriolic acid, and forms 
felenite or gypfum. At leall: it may be ob- 
ferved, that in our ill.uui we have much 
chalk, and little gypfum ; that in iM'ancc 
both thcfe fuhttances abounil ; whilll in 
Spain, there is very littb clialk, and a pro- 
fufion of gyplum, -more t'l'pccially In Arra- 
gon, and in the iDUthcrn provinces. In- 
deed a learned naruralill, who rcfulcd ma- 
ny years in Spain, and travcrfcd it in all 
diredions, with a view to minerals, allures 
ys, that he had never dileovered there the 

kaft 
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leuft vertigo of chalk, (v. liuwlen, ptij,) 
Hut I Imvcj already nutiwd it in ono place i 
rtiul in thtJ neighbuurhood uf Gftinada it i« 
Ukt)wif0 tound, ulthovigh I vmn nut abJe to 
ide^ntify the fpot. 

Ilia ohfervAtbn la however iflff^niowiji 
find worthy of attention. He never mei 
with it, I faw it oniy twiw, 

'Che c'onnei!tit)u hctwaen c^halk and gyp* 
film became evident to n\e tVum thiJ i»o« 
incnt that J difcuvcrcd lllnty gruvrl in the 
lAttt*r, precKcly lUch m wo alvvayit mfel 
with in tht* foiMnt?r. llcnce it fcrmn to be 
plain, tithcv that t hulk wuh gypium, and hai 
Ifift ita vitriolic ac id, or that |?ypfinn wa» 
oncet ehalk, and haa made thin ucquiUtion. 
I am intlintd to ad(»pt the latter hypothelU: 
and, \( X\w be the true one, we \\n\i\ en. 
f|!me whtiuv hua u derived the acid? 

Sluudil Wi* be lUv lined to |eek the pvin* 
f;ipl«* e.f uciility in the lular vay, we may 
ptihipa be i^^nhliruicd in tbia id^^a by thw 
i(ih(ideratior», fhut.by mean^i t»f j^r^en Vi?ge-» 
tablrh ttiut watci cx}>oieil to 4ta meiidiau 
inHuetue, all modi-^rn chemilla have pro- 
duced vitiif, that ia ik(»hh^\iifii'vUii air, in 
p,r«at abiunUnte^ ulwaya in proportion tw 
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the quantity of light, or, ia otiicr word«, to 
the ti^cucr or Icfltr influence of the (bUr 
fay6; gnd th^t (kltpetre, by didilLition, pro- 
4uceif the faine kind of uir, in tlie propor^ 
tion of twelve thoufmd inchctj to a pound, 
leaving behiiul the vegetable alkali uneoiU"- 

hined witl]^atid. 

Should we be inclined to grant, agreeable 
to the expt^rimentti of Dr. Ingenhouf^, that 
vegetablei by day emit vital and by nij^^^hc 
fnephiticair* coniidering that Mr. Cavendilh 
produced nitrout> acid by the combination of 
vitai air with atmofplicric mephitis, in the 
proportion of fcvcn to tliree, we (liould not 
be at a loft for a never-failing fource, from 
whence thife acid may arik. 

Thefe fpcculations might bepurfued, 
and, obferving that one pound of nitroun 
acid, diftillcd on niercury, yicldtj one thou- 
fand eight hundred and eight cubic incbe« 
of nitrom and one thoufand nine hundrrd 
and four of vital air, we fliould be con- 
firmed in our opinion that we have difco- 
vered the origin of the fought-for acid. 

Nitrous itir 15 obtained from animal A\\)^ 

ftanceb hmply by putrtf,i<^-tion, or it m^y be 

had by the combination ol inJiummaUtf and 
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vital air: for, as Dr. Pricftlcy has remarked, 
in the PhilofophicalTranlaftions of the 27th 
of November 1788, " When either inflam- 
" mable or dcphlogifticated air is extrad:* 
^ ed from any fubftance in contad with 
" the other kind of air, fo that the one is 
** made to unite with the othw in what 
** may be called its nafcent ftate ; the rc- 
** fult will be Jixed air ; but, if both of 
** them be completely formed before their 
*' union, the refult will be nitrous airJ* 

Thus, in the various fafts and obferva- 
tions above related, we may fee the inti- 
mate relation and connedion between in- 
flammable, fixed or mephitic, and nitrous 
air; that the two latter refult from the 
combination of the former with vital air in 
given quantities; whilft, with a greater pro- 
portion of vital air, we obtain nitrous acid-, 
and that, of thefe its conftituent principles, 
in warm climates, animal fubftances are, by 
their putrefacfiion, conllantly producing 
one, whilft vegetables, by day, are as con- 
Jfluutly pouring forth the other. 

In the neighbourhood of Granada arc 
feme confidcnible plantations of the fugar- 
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cane, which, as I ftm informed, yielded pro- 
fit during the war | but arc now attended 
with a lofs. Political writers have lament-* 
ed the lols fuflained by Spain in the negledl 
of this oncc-flourilhing branch of agricul- 
ture I as if fomc fertilizing flreimi had been 
cut off, or diverted from its accuflomcd 
channel. VThey would h^ve their country 
produce every thing it wants, and become 
thereby both richer and more independent. 
Kttt in this they forget the benefits of com« 
mercc, and the advantages derived by it from 
the exchange of furplus conunodities, when 
every nation cultivates and produces that 
for which the local fituation, the foil» the 
climate, and the genius of the people, arc 
moft adapted. Thus, in the neighbour- 
hood of (rranada, the land allotted to the 
fugar-canc would produce good corn ; and 
the fair quclHon is, Since they cannot luvc 
them both, which will be moll jMofi ta- 
ble? 

1 took notice, in my cxcurfions ro\ind tha 
city, that all the corn -mills have horizon- 
tal water -wheels. Thefc arc fulled to 
the country, and on the whole are bed for 
them. 
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The nature of fociety I found nearly the 
fame as in other inland fituations, where 
the manners of the inhabitants derive no 
tincture from intercourfe with ftndigers. 
, The morning is employed, either in bufi- 
nefs; by thofe who have any thing to do, 
or, after mafs, in vifits to the ladies. They 
dine early, and ett after the SpanWi falhion, 
with the fopa, the oUa, and various kinds of 
meat ftewed in their little pitchers, excepting 
at the prefident's and archbifhop's, whcie 
the French cookery prevails. After din- 
ner they go to the fiefta : in the evening to 
the pafeo. When the day clofes, they af- 
fcmble at the tertulia, or evening affembly, 
to which they have accefs, and here they 
commonly amufe themfelves with fbmc 
round game at cards. 

As for morals, they are much like the 
reft of Spain : the monks are exceeding cor- 
rupt, and the women have no want of 
lovers to admire their charms. Yet in juf- 
tice to them I muft obferve, that, accord- 
ing to the information of Father Porro, a 
famous confeflbr, there are numbers who 
are uncorrupted by the manners of the age, 
and who excel, not merely in the fq|rm but 
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in the power of their religion. Thefe, faid 
he, are not acceflible to ftrangers. Silent 
and retired, they are fcarcely either feen or 
heard ; and therefore, added he, a ftranger 
pafling through the country is in danger of 
being deceived in the judgment which he 
forms, if he too haftily draws general con- 
dufions. 

Before I left the city, I enquired, as ufual, 
into the value of provifions. 
. Beef fells for nineteen quartos, that is 
ibmething under five pence a pound of fix- 
teen ounces. 

Mutton twenty-three quartos, or nearly 
fix pence halfpenny, in the city; but in the 
adjacent villages at twelve quartos, or three 
pence three-eighths^. 

Bread four quartos and a half, or five far-? 
things and a frad:ion. 

Oil fifteen quartos. 

Wine eight quartos the quartillo. 

Labourers have four reals, or nine pence 
halfpenny nearly, per day. Artifans twice 
as much. 

When I was about to leave Granada, my 
good friend Don Antonio de Gardoqui, the 
inquifitor, fent me a ham> fome Chocolate, 

and 



Sf 



[ 96 ] 

and fix bottles of old wine, as my ftock of 
provifions for the journey. 

The diftance from Granada to Cartha- 
gena is coniputed to be fifty leagues ;«and 
for a good mule to carry me I agreed to 
give two hundred reals, or forty fhillings 
nearly, being at the rate of five (hillings a 
day ; not allowing for the return, becaufe 
the mule belonged to the corfariosy or pub- 
lic carriers. 

Thurfday, 26th April, we left Granada^ 
Near the city the hills are cultivated and co« 
vered with vines ; but, as we advance, the 
country becomes more wild and broken, 
with high and rugged rocks laid bare and 
deftitutc of foil. The intermediate plains 
are abandoned to the Efparto ruih, or ftipa 
tenaciffima of Linnaeus, the quercus coc- 
cifera, the juniper, and a few miferable 
ilex. 

The rock is chiefly fchiftous, often co- 
vered with limeftone; and the furfacc is 
fcattered with white quartz, which ieoms 
to have been formed in the fchift, where 
it appears in confiderable veins. 

On thefe. high mountains we faw many 
monumental croiles : but not one is recent, 
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l)Ccaufe, the police being here well eftablifli-r 
cd, and die laws now put in force, robbe- 
ries aire feldom to be heard of, and no mur- 
der has been committed the laft twenty 

years. 

After haying travelled about fix leagues 
we came to a village among the mountains, 
comprifing about one hundred and feventy 
families. It is called Diezma. 

As I travelled the whole day failing, I 
haftened to the butcher's to fee what was 
to be had. There I learnt the price of pro- 
vifions, and found that mutton fold ufually 
for twelve, beef for eight quartos (two 
pence farthing) the pound of fixteen 
ounces; bread for fix and a half. For wine I 
paid three quartos the quartillo. But, un-« 
fortunately, neither beef nor mutton were to 
be had; and, to fill up the meafure of my 
confolation, at the pofada I could obtain no 
bed, nor yet a room. 

What could be done ? The day was clo- 
fing, and it began to rain. The alcalde 
was to be fought for ; but he was no where 
to be found. At the end of a long fearch, 
I met him returning from the fielcj, and, 
after a fliort falutation, prefented him my 
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pafs; yet to litdc purpofe, for he could 
neither write nor read, We went next in 
purfuit of the efcrhano^ but he was not at 
home: At laft^ however, we found a pea* 
fant, who had learnt to read and write* 
The pais was produced, and fubmitted to 
an accurate examination. It required, that 
I (hould be provided with every thing need^ 
fuly at a reafonable price. 

The alcalde having iiftcned to it with at* 
tention, enquired what I wiflied to have. I 
replied, a bed. A bed ! no fuch thing is 
mentioned in the pafs. But, if ytmr nurcj 
will have the goodnefs to obferve the ex* 
predion, every thmg needful: no, no, a 
bed is not needful to a traveller ; he may do 
very well without one. I told him, with great 
humility, that it was for his mercy to judge 
of what the pafs implied, and began quiedy 
to retire; when, feeming to recoUeft him- 
felf, he ordered a billet to be made out. 

With this I went to my deftined cot* 
tage, where a bed was fpread upon the floor^ 
and I went fupperlefs to reft, having had 
little for the whole day but fome hard eggs, 
and, for want of a cork-fcre w, fuch wine only 

as 
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8^ die vineyards in the neighbourhood pro-» 
duced. 

The next morning the good people of 
the hottfe prepared my chocolate; and, 
when I was to take my leave, no perfuafions 
could prevail on them to accept of money 
formybed. 

From Diezma we began defcending, and 
loon camie into a fpaciouS plain, bounded 
oh the (buth by the mountains of the Sierra 
Nevaick; rich in its foil, but too far re- 
moved from habitations to admit of culti« 
vation, and therefore abandoned to the 
ciparto ru(h. From this plain we con- 
tinued to defcend by the fide of a wide and 
deep ravin, in which appear many hori- 
2ontal flrata of rock^ feparated from each 
other, ten, fifteen, and even twenty htt^ by 
beds of clay, fand, and gravel. Having 
left the ravin, we came to a little village, 
called Parillena^ fhut in by high cliffs of 
the £une materials, with fome beds of un- 
mixed gravel. Here many of the habita- 
tions are merely excavations in the earth. 

At night we came to Guadix, having tra- 
velled from Granada twelve leagues by 
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computation, or, as I conceive, about fifty 
miles. 

All the way on the right, towards the 
Sierra, the country has a moft fingular ap- 
pearance, looking like the ftormy ocean ; 
and the innumerable pointed hills feem to 
have attained, what may be called their 
quiefccnt ftate, being no longer fretted^ 
walhed away, and ravaged by heavy rains 
and vernal torrents. Protefted by herb- 
age, they are now fed by every ihower, 
and at this feafon of the year exhibit a 
delightful verdure. 

It is evident, that the formation of thefe ' 
hills is of recent date, and fubfequent to 
the general revolution, which took place 
when the horizontal ftrata, forages covered 
by the waters of the ocean, were lifted up 
to view, and became the habitable portbn 
of our globe. At that period, the whole of 
this country appears to have been one cx- 
tenlive plain -, but, being compofed of foft 
materials, and fubjeft to violent and heavy 
rain, it was foon torn in every poffible di- 
rection by gullies, which, in proccfs of 
time, became deep ravins, till, the moul- 
dering angles of high cliffs being wafhed 

away. 
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with hills, whole pointed top«i, as wc luuy 
here oblerve, are ttU on the ftnie level. 

The elevation of thi^ country is (o i\\v\M. 
and fueh ia the inihienoe of the udjucent 
mountainSi eovered with eternal Inow, that 
the vineyards Ihew no iigns of vegetation i 
whereas at Malafta, eighteen days hefvw, 
they were covered with leaves anil fruit. 

Quadi\\ fituated at the toot of the Sierra 
Nevada, is a eonfiden\ble t ity* and a hill^op^s 
fee. It is divided into live pariJl\esi and 
contain* eight thoufand three hundml and 
fourteen inhabitants» with feven convents, 
five for monks, the i)ther two for nui^s. 

At the entrance to tl\e city is the .Mn 
mfda^ or public walk, \wll planted, and re- 
markable for neatnefs. 

The CHfMrtfi exhibits three orders; o\ 
trchitefture, Corinthian, Compofuei and 
Anomalous, The front is whinifu ah yrt 
, pretty« The infide is Doric and Coriu- 
thian% Themarblei Ihmu the vii^Inity of 
thiacity, is beautiAiI. anil o( various coloius, 
red, grey, white, and f»rccn. 

There are here tome n^aniUaO'h>res of 
bemp, flax, and lilki biit the lituation is 

It ; lar 



f xpa 3 

far from being favourable to them* Tluj 
article for which this city is moft celebrate^ 
being pocket knives^ the firft attention of 
my guide was to purchafe ones ind when 
we ffet forwards on our journey the fuc-^ 
ceedmg day, he produced it. 

The blade was fixteen inches Ipng^ and^^ 
when open, it was prevented from fliut- 
ting again by a ftrong fpring. Although 
this was the firil of ^e kind I had ever 
ieen, my imagination immediately fuggefted 
the purpofe for which it was deiigned^ 
Having produced his weapon^ he began to 
brandifh it; then^^ fuppofing himfelf to have 
been fuddenly attacked by fome on^, armed 
* with an implement iimilar to his own, he 
flooped forwards, bending his knees, and 
holding his hat before him, by way of fliieldt 
in his left hand ; whilft his right hand^i der> 
prefTed and grafping hard the handle of his 
knife, direded its elevated point. Thus 
prepared jj and calling a look of fury on. his 
fuppofed antagonift, he fprung forwards^ 
and, appearing to have received in his hat 
the thruft of his opponent, he gave the. 
fatal blow, which was to enter at the lower 
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belly^ And in om inihnt tt) rip up the mi« 
icrabb wretch iVoin end to cnil» 

Thcfc knives urc llri^^Hy furhidden i bitti 
Ui^fort\uu\tely, invctcmtt^ cuUont ij^ tt)« 
powcrlVil lur huumn kwj^i ntort? dpcemlly 
in (^ country whcit^ the pulVmns a»t? cutily 
iufliui\ed I And \vhciv» iunu the uatiu^ ot 
thejudicid pmeets, the bw* u\\\i\ ho weak 
in th« extmne, l^>t% ^j* we hrtveietu^tkeil 
Alre(^ciy« nt> m(hrnvatuM\ i^un he taken hnt 
by the ^^/i/vV^wtAi', uvu can u«\y juilginent bu 
pronmineed but upon their ii^cunl% Now, 
M thel© ofticer^ ^w ullmlly poi^r* and not 
Wftfrequently deilitute of principle, they 
mny, withcnit much ditlieulty* be perJliavled 
to change the complexion ot' an aClion, 
ftnd ftt plealuix? to make it^ either black or 
white* Hence, imn in^pui^ity, allalhna- 
tion« ail? Iinrquently comnutteih and^ an 
Uttk lecurity can be derived Imm the laws, 
it becon\e« the iiuerell of every nvan tt^ be 
wmcd ior his own defence. With thi.i 
view only he pmcui^n the ibrnudabli^ 
\veftpon \ but, when ptHiviikrvt to anj^t^r, hU 
viewH ar^ chanj):ed \ that w^hich wa^ ileiignrd 
tor hi» own pwtv\ilitin, beci>me» the itUlru « 
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ment of treachery, of malice, and of re* 
venge. 

Throughout this elevated country, there 
is little appearance of cultivation, although 
many coniiderable tradts of land, over 
which we pafTed, are good, and much of it 
might be watered. The natural produc- 
tions are pines, juniper, favine, rofemary, 
with other aromatic herbs, Spaniih broom, 
and the pajferina birfuta^ but chiefly the 
ejparto rufli. 

Whilft traverfing thefe mountains, the 
fhowy tops of which are loft in clouds, we 
obferved many flocks of goats, fome of 
them numerous, and one confifting of five 
hundred j but we faw no fheep. As we ad- 
vanced ,wc met nine waggons, and a long 
drove of dfles, loaded with flax, going to 
Granada. The leader in thefe droves is 
always diftinguifhed from the reft, and will 
never fufler another to ufurp his place. 

The waggoners and drovers were all af- 
fembled, and, being feated on the grafs be^ 
fore the doors of a venta^ that is, a folitary 
inn, were eating for their dinner jbme 
fnails dreflfed with rice. As we approachedj 
one of them refpe(SlfuUy rofe up, and in- 
vited 
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i^ted as to partake of their repaft* Wc 
as re(pedfully declined the offer, and pro* 
ceeded to another venta, at the diflance of 
about four leagues from Guadix. 

Near this place I had an opportunity of 
observing the ftrata^ and found them com« 
poied promifcuoufly of quartz. Hint, fchift» 
and limeilone gravel, all rounded as by the 
a<%on of water. 

The trillo was fmaller than any I had fcen 
before; and, inftead of flints, had forty bar$ 
of iron to cut the ftraw. 

Soon after we had left this venta, wc 
began defcending by the fide of a baranco 
or ravin, and with the higheft fatisfaftion 
entered the rich vale of Baza. Yet even 
here the vines had not begun to bud. 

Baza is faid to contain fix thoufand five 
hundred families. The cathedral is fcarce- 
ly worth attention. The organ indeed is 
large and handfome i but the great altar is 
antiquated, and void of tafle. 

Below the city is an extenfive well*-wa- 
tered plain. The foil is very white, and. 
although remarkably flrong, is tilled with 
the plough lafl dcfcribed, without either 
coulter, fin to the fhare, or mouldboard; 

yet 
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yet the wheat appears tolerably good, but 
the barley is very bad. They plough with 
mules. 

From hence, afcending for near two 
leagues, yet ftill traverfing the iame plain^ 
which is bounded every way by fiiowy 
mountains, in a circumference of about 
thirty miles, we difcovered, that through 
this whole extent of country the natural 
rock is gypfum, and from that circumftancc 
arifes the whitenefs of the foil in the fubja* 
cent plain. The ftrata appear to be hori- 
S^ontal, and are many of them compofed 
entirely of double lenticular cryfbils of 
felenite, like thofc; of Montmartre, in the 
vicinity of Paris. 

Nitre is remarkably abundant over the 
whole extent of this gypfeous country. 

On Saturday, AprU 28, in the evenings 
we came to Cullar de Baza, a wretched 
village, with many habitations excavated 
in the rock of gypfum. Previous to our 
departure, the fucceeding day, it was indif- 
penfable that we ftiould go to mafs. 

Here I obferved, that, as the chapel was 
not fufficiently capacious to receive all the 
people who attended^ many 'flood on tho 

outfide^ 
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outfide;^ where they coUld neither fee the 
officiating prieft nor hear his voice. When, 
however, the found of a little tinkling bell 
had reached them, they fmote upon their 
breails, and, having crqfled thenifelves, their 
devotions for that day were ended. Being 
at liberty to fpend the remainder as they 
plcafed, fome began to amufe themfelves 
with fports and paftimes, others worked 
in their gardenjs, and fome went out to 
plough. 

The little valley, which fupplies this 
village, is about a quarter of a mile in 
breadth, inclofed by barrep gypfeous moun- 
tains ; and although it is well watered, and 
confequently fertile in flax, hemp, and 
wheat, with vines on the more elevated 
fpots, yet the population bears top great a 
proportion to the pxtept of land fufceptiblc 
of cultivation* 

Looking down upon fo rich, yet fuch a 
contraiSed fpot, we inflantly and evidently 
fee that the human race^ however at iirft, 
and whilft their numbers are limited, they 
may rejoice in affluence, will go on con- 
flantly increafing, till they balance their 
quantity of fopd. Frqm that period two 

appetites 
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appetites wOl combine to regulate their 
numbers. Beyond that period, fliould 
they continue to increafe, having paflcd 
the natural limits of their population, they 
muft fuffer want. In thefe circumftances, 
beholding many of the poor, naked, and 
half ftarved, fhould they inadvertently or- 
dain, that no one in their community fliould 
want, that all fhould have food, and every 
man an habitation; or, in other words, 
fhould they eftabliih a community of goods; 
is it not obvious, that they would aim at 
impoflibilities, and that, by every effort to 
relieve diftrefs, they would only extend the 
bounds of human mifcry ? 

This fubject is highly interejfting, and 
fhould be thoroughly difcufled; but, as I 
have treated it profefledly in a Diflertation 
on our Poor Laws, and often occafionally 
in this work, I fliall drop it for the pre- 
ient. 

All the way from Cullar de Baza to 
Vertientesy three tedious leagues, we keep 
winding among the hills, which are covered 
with rofemary and aromatic herbs, but 
chiefljr with the efparto rufli and a few 
ftraggling pines. Here we faw no flieep. 

The 
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The whole country is given up to goats j 
of thefe we admired one flock, containing 
two thoufand, all as white as milk, feeding 
among the rocks, and fcattered on the fides 
of a high mountain. 

As we approached the puerto, or pafs, 
we obferved a few iheep among the goats, 
and fome droves of pigs feeding round the 
fcattered ilex. 

Vertientes^ io called from the parting of 
the waters, has twenty-five families; and 
Contador^ at a little diftance, has twenty 
more. 

Beyond this pafs the profped opens, and, 
in proportion as we defcend from the high 
country, where the waters divide, one por- 
tion pafling by the Daro to the Xenil, and 
thence by the Guadalquivir into the ocean ; 
whilft the other, by a fhorter paiTage, is 
precipitated with the Guadalcntin, near 
Carthagena, into the Mediterranean fea. 
In proportion as we defcend, .vegeta- 
tion begins to feel the influence of a 
warmer fun; the foil becomes more fer- 
tile, and all its produd:ions appear luxu- 
riant. The efparto rufh, which in thofe 
elevated regions could fcarcely be diftin- 

guilhed 
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gniihtd from grafs, at a lower level becomes 
long and rampant. The' vines begin to 
ihooty the lark is warbling in the air, and 
throughout a wide-extended valley the crops 
every where promife an abundant harveft. 

At the diflance of more than a league 
firom Vertientesy or, according to the expref- 
fion of my guide, a league as long as Lent^ is 
Cbirtvilj a village containing a hundred 
and fifty houies, which, with fourteen 
others, including all the adjacent country^ 
and one third of the tithe, is the property 
of the Dutchefs of Alba. Here they have 
neither beef nor mutton ; goats flefli fells 
for ten quartos, or 2 It pence a pound of 
fixteen ounces; and bread for two quartos 
and a half, or 4^^ of a penny. 

From hence we defcend three leagues in 
the wide channel of a torrent, fhut in by 
high hills and rugged rocks of fchift, all' 
the way to Velez el Rtibio, where the coun- 
try again opens on the view, and the vale 
expands. 

This town is faid to contain three thou- 
^d families, with one folitary convent, 
and a beautiful church, built by the 

Dutchefs 
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Dutehofi of Albfti to whom the town And 
the adjacent kndi belong. 

The Pulkda niukeii a magnificent t^\u 
fioamnoei and« for a Sp^nlih inn, in^y be 
cftUed commodious i but| contidering the 
fxpenee the Dutcheili hiia been At lor the 
advAntnge of the public n^ure Attention 
Should hAve been p^id to the t^mfort of 
lienteekr trAveller^. The ruum^i deAined 
for their reception. Are of a good fi»e, And 
communicAte by iw^mn of a fpAciou* gAllery. 
But the whole of the ground floor h AbAn* 
doned to the cAn ier, And conAAn of a fmAll 
kitt^hen, with a vaU repofuoryi defigned At 
once lor the lAding of their mule«» for their 
cntertAinment, And for their dormitory. 
Here their noife Aud riot, refounding 
through the houfe by mcAu^ of the long 
gAUery, in intolerAblei And, Ai the kitchen 
in open, they Are coniUntly crowding round 
the hcArth to proems their fuppers, IcAving 
the miftreft of the pofudA no ^f^iz/v to pAy 
Attention to Any guelU betide themfelvei. 

The town U con\mAnded by a culUe lor« 
merly Arong, now going to decAy. 

They hAve no beet\ Mutton i« Ibid for 

* twelve 
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twelve quartos a pound, (3 Vr pence), goats 
flefli for ten, bread for four. 

From Velez you pafs over an open and a 
fertile plain, till you reach the confines^ 
and from the kingdom of Granada enter 
Murcia. Here the profpedt changes; and, 
inftead of a level country productive of 
grain, and not deftitute of fruit-trees, you 
meet with nothing but hills, barren, wild, 
and defolate, the refort of wolves, covered 
chiefly with the efparto rufh. 

To guard this pafs, a caftle, called 
Xixena^ formerly a place of ftrength, v/as 
creded on the fununit of a craggy rock, 
and its ruins ftill preferve a refpedtable ap- 
pearance. The rock is fchift. 

As we drew nigh to Lorca^ we overtook 
numerous droves of ailes, loaded with pine- 
wood*, cleft for the fervice of the hearth ^ 
and obferved the Tamarifk, with the Ne- 
rium Oleander in great abundance. 

Here the foil is white, and the gypfum 
rogk appears. 

After having pafled three days in theie 
elevated regions, conftantly in fight of 
fnow, and expofcd to the fe verity of the 
winter's cold, the fudden tranfition to the 

heat 
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ieai of fummer,- ^s we defcended into the 
pkin, was more 'ftriking than agreeable* 
No fboncr were we arrived near Lorca/ 
than we obferved niiultitudes of fwallows, 
and when we came into the city, we were 
peftered with myriads of iMes. Oa the 
nunintains vegetation ceafed, whilft at a 
lowci level the peafants *were engaged in 
the toils of harveft. 

The hardfhips to be endured in the jour- 
ney from Granada to Lorca, can be fully 
coniprehended by thofe only who have 
paflcd this way. With rcfpedt to living, it 
is bad i with regafd to lodging, it is worfe. 
I had indeed taken the precaution, or ra- 
ther my friend the inquifitor had the good- 
nefs to provide a ham, and fix bottles of 
good wine, but to little purpofe; for unfor- 
tunately <he ham had been neither boiled 
nor watered ; and in this whole extent • of 
way, and indeed in the whole tradl of 
country between Granada and Carthagena, 
no veffel could be found big enough to boil' 
it in, nor any thing deeper than a frying- 
pan. At CuUar dc Baza I had ordered it 
to be dreffed ; - and a traveller, who had 
joined me on the road, recommended that 

Vol. hi. I it 
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it (houU be boUtd ia v/m, I gAV« ordtri 
Acpordingly, and I pttid for the wm« j bat 
when, in the morning, I attempted to eut 
Come (licet, I found it wai nw, ind upon 
examinitipn, found that my ham b«d beta 
for houri over it little bit of ^re, and in t 
voiTol lit only for the frying of e||i. My 
wine oceafioned equal perplexity, (ot I had 
no fcrew, and could neither procure a ifbrk 
to draw out tl\e cmk, nor wai there roono 
to thruft it in. Patience, and a penknil«« 
however, at lail relieved me from thia part 
of my diftreft. 

The firft night of my journey I wai ib 
happy as to be in a place, where my pafl** 
port could procure a bedi but in a Aic- 
ceeding night, being at a vfHfa, had not 
the good gypfies, for fuch they were, fpread 
their own for me on the Aoor, I could havo 
found no reiburce. They indeed at firft 
refuted i but when they fa w tlmt I waa ill 
and IliiiUing, they took vompai!lon» and 
with clieerfulneffi reiigned the bed, referv- 
ing,. however, for themfclvea tlie chamber 
in which it had been fpread. 

But in Ivorca, after having regaled myfolf 
with a good fupper, and ilept foundly in a 

comfortable 
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«m\fortftble bed, I forgot «n former hard^ 

Lurca in a confldt^r^blf elty on the banka 
of the Oimdulentln, mA t ontfilns, in nine 
parl(he«i twenty^one thoufftnd eight hun- 
dred and flxty-flx inhabitanta, with eight 
cionventi for men, m\\ two for women, ft 
had lately munutacturc** of lillc, wool, and 
ll«©Hi bwt theie are pone to det^ay, 8ho\ild 
th* c>anal, intended to run up into the coun- 
try, and to torn\ a wmmunicution with Car- 
thagena, be carried into exeeutlon, trade 
will revive, and agricnilture, by the water- 
tef ofmore than thi'ee hundred thoufand 
ftcrea of good land, will receive frelh vi- 
gour! for Auh ia the effect ot miufture, in 
^i« >¥arm cVunate, that, in a rainy fealbn* 
the farmern have received a hundred for one 
upon their wheat. 

The taU-petre wt^rka are here exh^nfive, 
imd appear to be conducted at a fo^all ex- 
pence of foel, 

I wa» delighted with the public ^valkti 
refombling the parka at Oxford, hut upon 
A more extentlve fcale, and u\ore beautifol* 
beeaufe the corn-^elda, inclofed by them, 
are watered. Here, m the evening, the 

I a Inhalutanti 
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inhabitants aiTembled to take their exerciie^ 
and to enjoy their focial intcrcourfe under 
the fhadow of the lofty trees. 

The parade for the militia is fpacious, 
and after fun-fet affords a pleaiant walk. 

Of the convents^ thofe moft worthy of 
attention are S. Jago» S. Domingo, and La 
Merced. 

The great church has nothing remark- 
able within, excepting a curious grant from 
the bifhop and the dean, of forty days in- 
dulgence every time any penitent fliall fay 
a pater nofter and, an ave maria to fix 
faints, named in the grant, provided this 
be done for the benefit of the fouls in pur- 
gatory. 

The front of this church is elegant, thc; 
columns numerous, the architecture is Co- 
rinthian and Compofite. Here every crimi- 
nal may find a fafe afylum. 

An old caflle, flanding on the edge of a. 
high rock, formerly the objedt of depend- 
ance, or of terror, is now regarded with 
indifference* 

As we traverfed the plain, after having 
turned our back upon this city, we took 
notice of the tillage. The land is flrong, 

thc 
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the ploughs are fimilar to the one lafl: de- 
fcribed, and *in thefe are ufed two affes. 
With fuch apparently bad hufbandry, how 
aftonifhing muft be the influence of the 
fun, to produce upon their watered crops 
of wheat a hundred-fold in proportion to 
feed! 

Near the city we remarked olives in 
abundance, with many mulberry-trees ; and 
took notice of numerous flocks of fheep, 
but few no pens for them. The (hepherds 
were attended by ftrong dogs, anned with 
fpiked collars, whence I colledled that 
wolves find (helter on the mountains. 

My guide talked to me of feme lead and 
copper mines in this vicinity, but I had no 
opportunity to vifit them ; yet I faw clearly, 
by the nature of the mountains, that mi- 
nerals muft abound in them. 

As we increafed our diftance from Lorca, 
we loft fight of cultivation, and afcended 
among hills covered with efparto rufhes, 
yet not altogether deflitute of other vege- 
table produdrions, fuch as Ire more pleafing 
to the fight. Among thefe, the principal 
were the Jpartium, or Spanifh broom, the 
nerium oleander in a few favoured fpots, 
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the pajferina birfuta, and the lovely dSkxit 
in abundance. 

The foil is white with gypfum; yet the 
cocks on the mountains to the right and 
left appear to be of fchiA. Nitre, both on 
the hills and in the vallies^ might be col- 
lected in the greateft plenty, and at a finaH 
expence. 

Here the peafants wear ihort trowfers^ 
and bufkins, called by them alpargates, 
which are made with the efparto rufli. Of 
thefe a man is able to manufadhire two pair 
a day, and requires for his own ufe one 
pair every fortnight, being at the rate of 
about twelve /hillings a year for this article 
of drefs : whereas in Granada, where the 
ihoes are made with hemp, and coft three 
reals, a pair will laft three months, being at 
the rate only of two ihillings and four 
pence per annum. 

After having travelled feven leagues, we 
came to a ' village, called la Penilla^ con- 
taining fifty fcattered cottages; it is fituated 
on the elevated tracS of land, which is in- 
terpofed .between the two vales of Lorqa 
and of Camponubla. The foil is calqarious, 
and produces, of wheat, eight for one i but 

of 
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of barley twenty-four for one. A few 
inulberrieSy fig8» olives^ and prickly pears, 
by their luxuriant growth, ferve to fhew 
what d^ country, if duly cultivated, is able^ 
to produce. The barley is already hoofed, 
aii4 |:he wheat is nearly ready for the 
fickle. 

The land lies healthy, without the leaft 
fign of ftagnant watery the fprings are 
more than a hundred feet below the fur-» 
£Eu:e, and the inhabitants are remarkable for 
being free from tertians* and from putrid 
fevers, whilft the vallies fuffer exceedingly 
from both. 

They have here no great proprietor, nor 
vinculo^ as they exprefs. it. That is, the 
eftates are freehold, and not entailed. No- 
thing, therefore, is wanted but a market 
to promote their induftry. Bread fells at 
four, and mutton for ten quartos the 
pound. 

We left la Penilla at fix in the morning, 
and traverfing a level country, fhut in with 
high mountains and craggy rocks of fchift, 
we came to the pafs, and from thence 
defcending to enter the vale of Carthagena^i 
beyond the fummit of the hill, we loft the 
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limeftonc for near a league, and found the 
fchift; but, leaving that behind us, we again 
met with calcarious earth and limeftonc, 
whilft all the higher rocks are evidently 
fchift. 

Near the fummit is a noria, with water 
at the depth of ten feet from the furfacc. 

Wednefday, May 2, I arrived at Car- 
thagena, about the middle of the day, and 
found a moft hofpitable reception ii> the 
family of Mr. Macdonell, an Englifh mer- 
chant eftabliihed there. 



CARTHA^ 



CARTHAGENA. 



CARTHAGENA occupies the decli- 
vity of a hill, with the little inter- 
mediate plain between it and the harbour. 
This city is protefted from the fouth and 
from the weft by high mountains and bar- 
ren rocks ; but to the north and to the eaft 
it is open, and communicates with an ex- 
tenfive valley. 

This valley, as we have feen, is fepa- 
rated from the plain of Penilla by a ridge 
of hills, which is a continuation of the 
mountains above mentioned ; whilft, to the 
north, another chain of mountains divides 
between it and the vale of Murcia. 

On the fummit of the hill, commanding 

the city, is a caftle now going to decay; 

but, on the adjacent heights, are raifed con- 

iiderable works to defend the harbour, with 

the arfenals and dock -yard. 

They 
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They reckon here fixty thoufand fouU, 
diftributed in fifteen thonfand familieSo 

The ftrcets are wide^ and the houfes arc 
commodious. They have generally flat roofs^ 
which, in a climate like this, adminiftcrs to 
the comfort of the inhabitantf, atfbfci^g 
them a cool retreat, where, after fun-fet, 
they may aflemble to enjoy the refrefhing 
breeze ; and, as the rainy feaibn is of ifaort 
duration, thcfe are fuffident to prote& the 
interior of their maniions from tuimidity^ 
The new parade, extending eaft and v^eft 
at the head of the harbour, and looking 
through its entrance into the Mediterra- 
nean, 18 built on a regular plan : and, as a 
high fchiftous rock has been cut away to 
make room for thifi long range of habita* 
tions, excellent vaults are excavated behind 
each houfe, for the iervice of the merchants. 
At the end of this ftands the royal hofpital^ 
a vail eflablifhment, deftined to receive the 
fick from the dock-yard and the anny, 
with the prefidiarios^ or criminals condemn- 
ed to the gallies, and in Spain reduced to 
the loweft ftate of fervitude. 

The cathedral, a miferable pile, is now 

degraded, and. the bifhop's fee being rq- 
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moved to Murcla^ it is become a paiifh 
church. 

Of the convents not one appeared wor- 
thy to be noticed; but the proportion al- 
lotted to the men is certainly remarkable; 
becaufe, of nine^ eight are occupied by them« 
Yet I could not learn the reafon for this 
negle<^ and want of provifion for the fex, 
whofe helpleflnefs, whether in the ftate of 
orphans or of widowhood, pleads power- 
folly for fuch a refuge; and. who by nature 
are moft fuited to the devout and peaceful 
engageinents of the cloifter. 

I y/iihcd to have vifited the dock-yard: 
but, when I left Madridi knowing that I 
fhould meet Mr. Macdonell, I negledted to 
folicit letters of recommendation, and, for 
want of an order from the court, I was not 
able to procure admiffion. My lofs, how- 
ever, was the lefs to be regretted, becaule 
I had vifited the arfenals, at Cadiz, and be- 
caufe every part of this dock-yard may be 
diftindtiy ieen, either from the adjoining 
hills, or from the houfes,. which look down 
upon it. 

In the midfl of the yvd is a fpacious 
bafon, and in it the fhips of war are moor-* 

ed, 
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cd, each in front of the magazine deftined 
to receive her rigging and her ftores. 

The docks are kept dry by fire-engines, 
and of thefe, three are almoft conftantly at 
work. Confidering the enormity of this 
expence, it appeared to me, that by means 
of water they might raife a fhip to the 
needful height, and then fufFer the fire- 
engine to reft till water was required to let 
her down again. 

They have here two thoufand criminals, 
chiefly fmugglers, who, being condemned 
to work in chains, are called prefidiarios. 
Thefe are employed in the moft fervile 
labour, fome for five, others for feven years; 
and at the expiration of thefe terms, they 
are turned loofe upon the public, not cor»- 
redted nor trained to habits of induftry, but 
vitiated by the fociety of thieves, and un*' 
fitted to purfue the occupations to which 
they had been originally trained. Before 
the introduction of fteam - engines, thefe 
wretched creatures were obliged to work 
at the -chain pumps; but fuch was their 
malignity, arifing from defpair, that many, 
watching thcir^ opportunity, would throw 
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fbnesy nails, and bits of iron^ into the 
pumps, to fpoil them. 

Thcfe two thoufand flayes require five 
hundred foldiers conftantly to guard them;; 
and, independently of this expence, they 
coft each to government five reals a day 
for their maintenance; whilfl: their wofk 
cannot be eftimated at one-tenth of what 
they eat, . 

This abfurd pradtice of employing con- 
vidts in the public fervice, is no longer con- 
fined to Spain. We have adopted it in our 
more enlightened ifland, as may be feen at 
Portfmouth, w^ere the mafter general of 
the ordnance finds employment for two or 
three hundred criminals, who are better fed 
than the mofl fober, honeft, and laborious- 
of our peafants. Their daily allowance 
amounts to more than eighteen ounces of 
bread, with nearly a pound of butchers meat^ 
an ounce of cheefe, a quart of foup, nearly a 
quart of beer, and plenty of potatoes. Thus 
fed^with good clothes, a comfortable lodg-. 
ing, and light work, is not their condition to 
be envied by the induftrious poor ? Yet 
fuch, to the nation, is the expence, that the 
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charge for each individual is more than fuf* 
ficient to maintain a family. 

If, at Carthagena, we calculate the aU 
lowance for their convidta, omitting the fol- 
dicrs pay, we (hall find thirty-fix thoufand 
live hundred pounds expended, beflde what 
ia fpent for the fame purpofe in the other 
fea-portB and garrifons of Spain. Yet, not- 
withftanding the enormity of this expence, 
and the cruelty thus exercifed on the perfont 
of thofe, who, under a wifcr government, 
might have been profitable citizens, fuch 
is the cffeft produced by a vicious fyiVem 
of finance, that neither are thefe reclaimed, 
nor are others intimidated from treading in 
their ftepsi whilft, with regard to the re- 
venue, not merely is little gained in pro- 
portion to what is taken from the public* 
but, by the fubtradtion of fuch multitudes 
from profitable employment, their labour 
is loft to the community. 

In this docic.yard the mafts and timber 
are floated i!i water, without the leaft ap- 
prehcnfion of their fuftering by the wormi 
bccuu fc, aft they never open their fluices till 
the water is become putrid, the evapora* 

tipn. 
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tion» procee^g with rapidity^ leaves » 
ftrong brine^ in which it is knpoffible the 
worm fhocdd live ; whereas, in the north 
of SpaiD» where the evaporation is not fuf- 
ficient for this purpofe^ they bury their 
mafts in iknd, and by pins prevent their 
floating, when they are covered by the 
tidb. 

The fifhery at thi« fea-port is confidera* 
He. It is divided into two branches, per^ 
£eGdy diftin<fl and independant of each 
other; that within the port being the pro- 
perty of a fifhing company, confifting of 
eighteen ajffociates, eflablifhed here by char- 
ter, whilft, in the open iea^ all mariner^ 
who are enrolled, are at liberty to fifh. 

Within the port they "take chiefly the 
atun, or tunny and the mehasi but the 
former is the moft profitable. It is from five 
to feven feet long, in fhape fomewhat like 
a mackarel, but the head is large and the 
taU is very fmall ; the flefh is brown and 
flaky and admits of being falted. By this 
they clear about ten reals, that is two flul- 
lings, per arroba, or one penny, nearly, a 
pound. The melvas are purchafed by the 
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regidores for fixty reals, that is twelve fhil^ 
lings, the hundred. 

Half the quantity of fifh taken in the 
harbour muft be fold for the benefit of the 
poor, at a price appointed by the regidores; 
and the king takes one-half of all their 
profits, amounting to about a thou£uid 
pounds a year, as a compenfation for his 
claim of one quarter of their fifh. They 
are not allowed to follow their occupation 
in the night, left they fhould take that op- 
portunity for fmuggling. In addition to 
thefe impediments, the regidores take the 
befl fifh themfelves, at their own price; and, 
whilfl they purchafe at fixty reals, they fell 
again at a hundred, dividing the plunder 
among themfelves. Till the year 1750, the 
corregidores, alcaldes, and regidores, claim- 
ed the privilege of taking the befl fifh 
without paying for it, under the title of 
fojluray that is, a bribe or recompenfe for 
fixing the price; but, by a royal edift, that 
pradtice was prohibited ; and now, if they 
refolve to plunder, it mufl be circuitoufly. 
In the open fea the fifliermen enjoy more 
freedom from oppreffion, and have peculiar 

privileges. 
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Q die mtiicct, £nce from die dk:tT^i2j^ miU 
loncs, adMtiioy aiad cv«y cdjcr t4X> only 
(vi^c& to die regohdons above rehted^ by 
p^iidi dieir prod&ts arc reduced; but as 4 
compenfadon, fbr dudr lalt^ Supplied fitmi 
die royal maganues, diey pay cue real per 
fanega lefs dian odiers to the king^ and 
have £x months credit. They export their 
&lt fifh duty free; and for home con^mp^ 
tion, whilft foreign fifh pays ten they pay 
only two per cent, in lieu of alcavala and 
millones to the crown. Yet they complain 
of being plundered by the intendant of ma- 
rines, from whom they are to obtain their 
licence, and allege that he Hkcwife robs 
them of their fifli. 

The magiftrateSi i^ (called upon by the 
fifh-carriers, muft fix a rcafbnable price 
on bafkets> cafks, and package, and mud 
determine what fhall be paid for the weigli- 
ing of their fifh. 

Here they make great quantities of the 
^parfo ropes and cables, fomc of them fpun 
Hke hemp, and others platted. Both ope- 
rations are performed with lingular rapi- 
dity. Thefe- cables arc excellent, becaufc 
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ihty float on the furiace of the water, and 
are not therefore liable to be cut by the 
rocks on a foul coaft. The eiparto ruih 
makes good mats for houies» alpargates for 
pea£uits^ and latterly it has been fpun into 
fine thread for the purpofe of making cloth. 
If properly encouraged, there is no doubt 
that the manufadure may be brought to 
fuch perfedion, as to make this once uielefs 
rufh a fource of abundant wealth to the 
ibuthern provinces of Spain. 

We have remarked, this ruih,as the pecu- 
liar and natural produ<flion of all the high 
and uncultivated mountains in the ibuth : 
and here we cannot help admiring the bounty 
of providence in thus adminiftering to the 
wants of man, and giving abundantly in 
ikktk dry ind elevatfcd regions, where nei- 
ther hemp nor flax will grow, materials 
proper for his clothing, and for the em- 
ployment of his induflry. 

The Spanifh government, in order to 
derive a revenue from this valuable article 
of commerce, began, A. D. 1773* with ky- 
iog a duty of two and a half per cent, on 
tli^ exportation of the manufadured rufh, 
and nine maravedis per arroba oh the raw 
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material. But fome few years after, wil- 
ling to confine the manufa(^re altogether 
to their owij fubjeds, they proceeded fur- 
ther, and forbad the exportation of the raw 
material ; yet, unmindful of their favourite 
maxims, they have given to John Baptifta 
Condom, of Madrid, a licence, nay an exclu^ 
five privilege, of fending it to a foreign 
market. 

The moft important produdion of thi$ 
country, and the moft valuable article of 
commerce is barilla, a fpecies of pot-aih, 
procured by burning a great variety of 
plants almoft peculiar to this coaft, fuch 
W foxa^ al^azuU fuzon^ fayones^ falicomia^ 
with barilla* It is ufed for making foap, 
for bleaching, and for glafs. , . 

All. the nations of Europe, by the com* 
buftion of various vegetable fubftances, 
make fome kind of potr-alh ; but the fupc- 
rior excellence of the barilla has hitherto 
fecurcd the preference. The country pro-^ 
ducing it is about fixty leagues in length, 
and eight in breadth, gn the borders of the 
Mediterranean. 

The quantity exported annually from- 
Spain is -about a hundred and fifty thouf^nd 
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quintals, paying a duty of feventttn reals 
per quintal, confequently producing a^ re- 
venue of twenty-five thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year : yet, as we are informed by 
Don Bernardo de Ulloa, A. D. 1 740, this 
article was farmed at fix million two hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand four hundred and 
twelve maravedis, that is j^. 1,822. 4 J. 3^. 
Were it not for this oppreflive tax, the 
quantity exported might be much increafed, 
becaufe the French, who formerly frequent- 
ed the Spanifh markets for barilla, are now 
fupplied from Sicily, where, next to Spain, 
the beft may be procured. 

Carthagena is indebted principally to 
M. Macdonell for this article of com- 
merce; at leaft to him muft be attributec 
the fiourifhing condition to which it ha 
been brought, becaufe, previous to his eft? 
blifliment in this city, little of it was pn 
duced in the vicfnity, and none was trar 
ported from a diftance. 

All the herbs dready mentioned, as yic 
ing the pot-'afh, are indigenous, and i 
be colleifted in a fwamp called Almojar 
the eaftward of the city. Of the fo 
foiind two fpecies, the one called bl 
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the other Jina^ Thcfc arc both good^ yet 
not equal it\ quality to the Jayoncs and 
iariiia. 

The chief imports are bale goods and 
bacalaoi the latter dircdly from New- 
fbundlandi under the duty of thirty reals tlic 
quintali or about Ax (liillings the hundred 
weight. Of bale goods, mullins and cottons 
are prohibited; yet as many arc now brought 
in as when the ports were open to them, 
government fuffcring thereby in the rcvc- 
nuCi and the people paying double the for- 
mer price for thcfc commodities. 

In my cxcurfions round the city, I took 
noticci that the cxtenAvc valley to the norths 
und to the eail, is beautifully varied in its 
form^ every where cither rifuig into little 
tumuli or finking into bottoms; and wU 
tliough not enriched by any rivct\s yet, 
from a few fc uttered norias, it is evident, 
that even the highcd land might be plenti- 
fully watered, The foil is loomy, com poled 
of calcarious matter, land» and clay, iVom 
the dillblution of the adjaceiit mountiiins, 
which arc of fchillous rock covered with 
limcilonc. 

They ufc oxen for draught; but in til- 
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lage they employ mules and aflcs, with the 
plough laft defcribed. 

Their courfe of hufbandry is wheat, bar- 
ley, and fallow. For wheat they break up 
their land in September, and, after three 
ploughings, the feed is put Into the ground 
about the niiddle of November or the be- 
ginning of December, In July they reap 
from ten to a hundred for one, in propor* 
tion to the wetnefs of the feafon. For 
barley they move the earth once or twice, 
as opportunity permits, fowing their land 
generally in September, but always after the 
firft rain fubfequent to the wheat harveftj^ 
and receive from thirty to forty fanegas of 
grain on a fanega of land, or, in other words, 
from fifteen to twenty for one upon their 
feed, becaufe a fanega is that quantity of 
good land, on which they fow one fanega 
of wheat or two of barley, 

A fanega of corn is here three thouiand 
three hundred and twelve folid inches, and 
weighs a quintal, that is, one hundred pounds 
Spanifh, or one hundred and two pounds and 
three quarters avoirdupois ; and amon'g the 
merchants five fanegas and a quarter are rec* 
koned equal to eight Winchefter bufliels of 
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two thouiatid one hundred and feventy-elght 
folid inches; but upon a rough calculation, 
two fanegas of grain may be reckoned equal 
to three bufhels, and one fanega of land may 
be confidered as three quarters of an acre. 

For their fellow crop they often fow ba- 
riUa, and get from ten to twelve quintals on 
a fanega ; but if^ for want of raio,' they are 
difappointed in the proper feafbn for wheat, 
they ibw that land lUcewife with barilla; 
and fuppofing the market price to be forty 
reals the quintal, it is found more profita« 
ble than a good crop of wheat. The ave- 
rage price is confiderably higher; but as the 
commodity rifes and falls between wide ex- 
tremes, it is fometimes fold for twenty, and^ 
at other times for a hundred and twenty 
reals the quintal. 

They grind all their corn by wind-mills. 
I counted thirty near the city; and water is 
fo fcarce, that M. Macdonell pays thirteen 
pounds a year only for the carriage of it. 

The trees moft common in the vallcv 
are, elms, poplars, olives, figs, pome- 
granates, mulberries, apricots, palms, pal- 
mitos, and the ginjolero. This laft bears 
a little fruit refembling, both in fize and 
form, the olive, but with a fmaller kernel, 
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And remarkablQ fov fwc^atnefii ' The kaf )• 
fomcthiag like the aflu but «f a darker 
greeni with a flUuing iHrfaw. 

The palmitos ( CkiifiMnfii twmilhj |row 
about two f(?et high» with Itaves on a lonif 
ftem fpi wading lik<? a fan. Theiy bear goud 
tlateii in duftera, ami tbt? wet ii exur lien f, 
ft^fcnibllng th^ artit^huke. Uctween eac:!^ 
foat ii a fine texture uf fibrei^, like nct^- 
work, cQn^»)only tifed inftead of hen^p iw 
fharging and for cleaning gun^. 

I have retnarked alreatly, that the rock 
in ilhift covered with limeilonei but in 
fome places we find the filicioun grit ur 
f^nd ftonci with Ihingle or finooth gmvel 
and fea-fljellnj and at no great diftance froiu 
the city iw a u\oiuUain, fron^ whence they 
obtain the gypfuin uild for plaliert The 
whole country abounds with faltpctrei 

Of difeafce, tht^ moft endendciil are inter- 
mittent and putrid fevera. 'l'ht?fd arife from 
the praxinnty uf un cxteniiv*^ fsvamp, cui\^ 
taining nvany hundred acrew, which might 
Cfiiily be drain^di fo us to jM^dtice the nuUl 
luxiuiant crop«. In the year \7'^$% during 
the three autumnal monilu, they U)(\ tvvii 
thoufand five hundred porfons, a4\d the fuc- 

cccding 



r »37 1 

CMdlng year two t)u)ulkiui thive tmiutml 
mor^i yet the Ahuoja* ivumiu^ uiuirf*uwl% 
(iovcrmwnt, ind^til, cxcvtcvl \U uuthwUy, 
^\\t not ill lh«? iniiH ctlri^ivml umMurr* (w 
tlw wU<?t' ut thp inlvtihitttnt>it 

Wht3« th<3 rcpovi ui' thin tftlunity hatj 
r«A^h^ii thp vtmrt, tiu uulrr \vu»i ilii|Mti hcil 
to the phyiWiuuN, thur lu) lUhn lurdu iuo 
Ihuuki bt? minviuitUmt (i) thc^ (ii k, than th^ 
famous i^nt;^ |MvUrih(^d hy Pun J(Uo]»h 
Mttfilcviili aiul iullcil hy him lu)i tipifUc. 
ot' whii>h th«^ UilKiwiug i^ the huuuilttr ; 
)ft SaUhliiUhi 

— Ainiuoumir'u|Uiiw ilv^pumtiM SU 
TAituri Stihiaii, tcnuuu* t'lariun'tai • 
turi lunttivi ^jr, wiij, tiituivnuir 
})rr htiht^ nimiimntcu^iWimli? tttUI<? 
& pptiino luiilcuiUiU" Piih'. VviU 
IVniv, !»!• 
Syr. tthliiuh q, T, fmt Opiutrt, 
Of thi>i h0 {iivca uHtJ-Tuth pAit every r\V(i 
hwi'Ji* with ouo Ipopntul ut the tollnwinj^ 
MU^tvirt? : 

Aq, heueUivl UiiUmh tcnuiuo i laii-* 
uri Viui hauetui |j, 

Ci^mur 'i'AHrtit juilvt "^J. uit 

With 
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With thcfe medicines he inter pofcs pkntf 
of broth, and continues to ufe them till the 
patient is rcflored to health. 

In a converfation I had with him at 
court, he informed me, that the common 
operation of thefe medicines was at firft to 
a£t as an emetic or cathartic, often bring- 
ing away lumbrici; but being continued 
they relieved the ftridture on the exter- 
nal forface of the body, promoted perfpi- 
ration and adted fometimes as a diuretic. 
He afiured me, that in the moil defperate 
cafes, the difeafe had given way at the end 
of four days, after he had begun to admi- 
niftcr his medicines; and he did me the 
honour to fhew me a variety of atteftations 
from medical men, in almoft every part of 
Spain. 

That I might have no doubt of the true 
nature of the difeafe, he related the ufual 
fymptoms, fuch as, in the beginning, a re- 
markable proftration of ftrength, with in- 
tenfe pain both of the head and of the 
back; intolerable thirft; the tongue foul, 
dry, black, chopped, and trembling, when 
protruded; pulfe fmall, hard, quick, and 
intermitting ; parotid glands fwelled ; urine 
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limpid at firft, but turbid io the progrefs 
of the diieafe; refpiration difficult; the 
white of the eyes become red; petechial 
fpots on the arms and breafl ; hands trem« 
blingi watchfulnefs at firft^ followed by 
pfOpenfity to fleep perpetually without 
conicioufnefs of having flept; delirium i 
noife in the ears, followed by deafnefs 5 in- 
voluntary tears; coldnefs of the extremi- 
ties; quivering of the under lip; and, if 
the patient were ill treated, death. 

From this defcription^ there could be no 
doubt of the difeafe ; but, as to the opera- 
tion of the medicines, that certainly will 
admit of fome diicuffion. On the common 
principles of chemiftry it is evident, that a 
double decompofition takes place, and that 
the tartar emetic is reduced to an inert 
caU. I muft acknowledge, that when 
iirft I was informed of this curious me- 
dicine, I was inclined to think, that the 
tonic, power of the bark enabled the fto- 
mach to bear this extraordinary quantity of 
tartar emetic, but on more mature confide- 
ration it fecms clear, that, being decom- 
pofed, this adtive medicine has loft its ef- 
ftcacy; and I am confirmed in this idea by 
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a (slOl related to me by Dr. Mafdeval^ when 
I had the honour to meet him at the £fca« 
rial. He had prefcribed this opiate to a 
monk, who was in the lafl ftage of a ty- 
fhus or putrid fever ; but the nurfe by mif- 
take gave the whole quantity at once, thus 
^dminifteriqg eighteen grains of tartar emetic 
at one dofe^ yet. without any other vifible 
effedt than abating the violence of all his 
iymptoms. I am therefore fatisfied, that 
the cleanftng of the alimentary canal muft 
be attributed to the emetic wine, and that 
the operation of the famous opiate would 
be nearly the fame either with or without 
the ftibiated tartar, and muft he afcribed 
wholly to the bark. 

The phyficians of Carthagena were wil- 
ling tQ allow this medicine all the cre^t 
which was due to it, and to prefcribe no 
other whenever they fliould be convinced 
that this might be ufed with fafety ; hut to 
be precluded in all cafes from the ufc of 
other remedies, they thought, would be un^ 
reafonable. They therefore fent their re- 
monftrances to court : but in anfwer, there 
came an exprefs order from the king, that 
they fhould be fubjed: to the inteiida^^t qf 
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the dock-yard, and fhould prefcribe ac* 
cording to his directions. 

Oil the receipt of this mandate from the 
courts the intendant immediately aifembled 
the phyficians, and made known the royal 
pleafure, informing them, that in cafe of 
difobedicnce, the prifons were prepared, 
and the guards in waiting to execute his or- 
ders. They expoftulated, but to little pur- 
pofe ; and being told that nothing fhort of 
abfolute fubmiffion would be accepted, they 
confented to prefcribe the opiate in all 
cafes, and, to evince their fincerity, they 
figned a certificate, that no other medicine 
was fo efficacious as this recommended by 
the king. 

The people, however, were not fo fubmif- 
five to the royal mandate, and knowing 
that the phyficians were engaged not to 
vary their prefcriptions according to the 
exigency of the cafe, and the variety of 
dlfeafes by which they might be attacked, 
they abfolutely refufed to fend for medical af- 
fiftance, and rcfolved to take their chance for 
life or dqath. When therefore information 
was carried back to court, that the phyfi-. 
cians were likely to be ftarved, and the people 
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to die for want of their advice i the miniflef 
relented^ and agreed to compromife the mat-* 
ter, leaving the fons of iEfculapiua at liberty- 
to follow their own judgoG^ent for the citi-« 
zcxiB at large, and compelling them to admi^ 
nifter no other medicine, beiide the opiattj 
to all the patients in the royal hofpital. 

This perhaps is the firft inftance of defpo-* 
tic power controlling the fundions of phyfi-* 
cians,and prefcribing uniformity to that daft 
of citizens in the line of their profe0ion. 

The municipal government of Cju'tha-* 
gena is in a military governor, with his al«» 
calde mayor, thirty regidores, whofe oflice 
pafles by inheritance, if not previouily fold^ 
and two fyndics, chofen by the people as 
their peculiar guardians. 

The governor is the fupreme and inde-» 
pendent judge for the army, and for ftran** 
gers fettled in the country, whilft his alcalde 
preiides in the tribunal for the citizens. 

Nothing can be more vicious than thil. 
form of government by hereditary regidore$, 
who may here be called the thirty tyrants : 
yet to render the yoke ftill more intolera- 
blc, the efcrhanos del numero fbcceed like-^ 
wife by inheritance, and may even fell their 
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•ffice in (hareSt to be ferved by a deputy. Al« 
though xhi^fyndics^ like the Roman tribunes^ 
are choien by the peopk, it is under the in- 
fluence of the regidores; and as they are ap- 
pointed only for a year, they dare not exert 
themfelves in the difcharge of their duty 
towards their fellow-citizens. 

It is reported, that in confequence of 
this vicious iyflem^ both the regidores and 
efcrivanos are conftantly intent on plunder. 
Certain it is^ that many fburces of pecula^ 
tion are open to the former^ beiide the one 
already mentioned, in fetting a value on 
provifionsj but the principal^ and thofe^ 
moft generally noticed, are, creating new 
offices for themfelves or their dependants, 
with more than ample falaries, and diftrt- 
buting among themfelves large fums under 
pretence of deftroying locufts, where few 
or none are to be found ; after which they 
make falfe reports to government, and pro- 
cure fuch vouchers for their watchfubiefs, 
activity, and zeal, that they obtain high 
encomiums when they deferve the moft fe-i 
vere reproof. Not long fince, they ex- 
pended three hundred thoufand reals, or 
about three thoufand pounds, and then le- 
vied 
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vied the whole by an ar b it r to or tax ©n the 
inhabitants, although no one could ima^ 
gine what part of the adjacent country had 
been infcfted by the locuft. To complain 
of thcfe abufes would be dangerous ; and to 
fach an extent is the venality increafed, that 
every citizen is anxious to fecure the favour 
and protedlion of a regidor, as the only 
means of fafety for his perfon and his pro-* 
pcrty. This circumftance is fufficient to 
evince the vicioufnefs of government, and 
the mal-adminiftration of the laws; for 
wherever patrons with their clients are to 
be found, we may be certain that the laws 
are weak, and that violence hath ufurped 
the throne of equity. 

In confequence of this want of energy 
in government, murders and aflaflinations 
are frequent in Carthagcna> and for many 
years not one offender has been punifhed 
for thefe crimes, becaufe the moft atrocious 
villain, unlefs miferably poor, may find re-* 
fuge in the rapacity of the efcrivanos. 

Want of fidelity to matrimonial vows is 
equally prevalent at Carthagena, as in the 
other provinces of Spain* 

It 
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It was here that a gentleman one morn- 
ing iaid gravely to his friend, " Before I 
go to reft this night, the whole city will be 
thrown into confufion/' This he himfelf 
occafioned by going home an hour before 
his ufual time, to the no fmall vexation of 
his wife and of her cortejo, whofe preci- 
pitate retreat, and unexpefted arrival in his 
own houfe, occafioned the like confufion 
there; and thus by fucccflive and fimilar 
operations, was literally fulfilled the pre- 
diction of the morning. 

I have already traced the corruption of 
morals to one grand fource, the celibacy of 
the clergy; but here it muft be obferved, 
that this operates only as a pre-difpofing 
caufe; whilft the occafional caufe, by the 
acknowledgment of thofe, who are moft 
competent to judge, muft be fought for in 
the introduction of Italian manners on the 
arrival of Charles III. from Naples, with 
the previous want of reafonable freedom in 
the commerce of the fexes. 

If in addition to thefe I might venture 
to aflign another caufe for this univerfdl 
depravity of morals, I fhould feek lor it in 
the want of admonition; becaufe the fecular 

Vol. III. L clergy 
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clergy feldom, if ever, preach. The monks 
indeed defcant upon the virtues of their 
patron faint; or labour to extol fomc fe- 
yourite fcnora, and to fet up altar againil 
altar ; but they feldom appear folicitous to 
improve the morals of the people ; and ex- 
cepting during Lent, they do not often 
exhort the people to repentance. Their 
contemptible effuiions have been juftly ri- 
diculed by a Spanifh author, who, in point 
of wit and humour, has had few fuperiors ; 
and all who have read his entertaining hiftory 
of the famous preacher. Fray Gerundioj 
will acknowledge the juftnefs of his cen- 
fure. Had not this work been moft ab- 
furdly condemned by the inquifition, the 
fame reformation might have been efFedted 
in their pulpit eloquence, as was happily 
produced in England by a fimilar perform- 
ance of our Echard, entitled, " Grounds 
and Occafions of the Contempt of the 
Clergy.- 

Such has been the poverty of Spain in 
point of pulpit orators, that neither monk 
nor ecclefiaftic, among all with whom I 
converfed, could recommend one author, 
as worthy to be noticed ; and even in th# 

prefent 
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prefent day, if a preacher of more than 
common abilities appears, he is admired as 
a prodigy, and almoft worfhipped as a 
£unt. 

Precifely fuch was a famous capuchin. 
Father Diego, of Cadiz, who vifited Car- 
thagena whilft I was there, and every 
evening preached in the great fquare to 
more than ten thou£md people. Many of 
his admirers aflembkd early in the morn- 
ing to fecurc good places, but as he did not 
begin till after fix, the magiftrates gave 
orders that no one fhould be allowed to 
take a feat till two in the afternoon; yet 
finding the tumult and confufion, the 
broken chairs and broken heads, thereby 
increafed, they permitted every one to ufe 
his own difcretion, and confequently, fome 
cnore zealous thin the reft, again took their 
itations foon after fun-rife. 

The good father is learned, eloquent, 
and modeft ; and although the vulgar af- 
cribc to him a variety of miracles^ he dif- 
claims all fuch pretenfions. 

This man, licenfed by the bifliop, and 
protedled by the magiflrates, was conftantly 
attended by a guard, to prevent his clothes 
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from being torn from his back for relics. 
What he fpoke was heard with the moft 
profound attention ; and after one difcourfe 

* on the forgivenefs of injuries, many were 
reconciled, and became good friends, who 
had been before at enmity. One fermon, 
however, had a pernicious tendency; yet 
fo deeply is a fenfe of honour, of grati- 
tude, and of filial piety imprefled on the 
human heart, that few appeared to reliih 
his dodtrine, or to be convinced by his ar- 
guments; but moft of his hearers feemed 

. to fliudder with abhorrence, when he en- 
deavoured to perfuade them, that in cafes 
of herefy, they were in duty bound to 
accufe, at the tribunal of the inquifition, 
their neareft and their deareft friends. 

Before I left the city, I enquired into 
the price of beef and mutton ; the former 
was fold for twelve, and the latter for thir- 
teen quartos the pound of fixteen ounces. 

A quarto is one farthing and an eighth 
Englilh. 
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CARTHAGENA to ALICANT. 

ON Tuefday, May 1 5, at feven in the 
morning, I took leave of my oblig- 
ing friends, and fet out for Murcia in a 
calafine ; and travQrfing the vale by which 
I had entered Carthagcna, at the dirtance 
of four leagues, I came, about noon, to the 
Venta de Jimenao. After dinner, in about 
three hours, we left the valley, and afcend- 
ed by a beautiful new road among the 
mountains, moft of which arc cultivated to 
their very fummits. 

The reafon of this, and of the extraordi- 
nary fertility of the vale from wliich wc 
had afcendedi, appears to be the con Aran t 
mouldering of the high and tender fchif- 
tous rocks, by which the foil is renovated 
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and fed unremittingly with a rich and loamy 
clay. 

By cutting through the hills to make 
the road, they have dilcovered vaft ftrata of 
fhinglc or fmooth gravel, of white quartz, 
of limeftone, and of filicious grit. 

As we afcended, we met two waggons 
loaded with garlic, and my guide afTured 
me, that what I faw was the weekly fupply 
for Carthagena. 

In defccnding towards Murcia, I took 
notice of one monumental crofs, and by the 
infcription, it appeared that a traveller had, 
three years before, been robbed and mur« 
dered there. 

The vale of Murcia is equally rich, and 
rich from the fame caufe as that of Car- 
thagena ; but it certainly exceeds in beauty 
every thing I had feen in Spain. The foil 
is a rich loam, well watered ; and the wide 
expanfe appears like a well cultivated gar- 
den. Oranges and lemons, olives and mul- 
berries abound; and the whole valley 
fwarms with fuch multitudes of men, all 
aftive and ufefully engaged, that they re- 
femble bees, when employed in colle<3ing 
honey, or returning loaded to the hive. Be- 
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ing dreflcd in white they arc the more con- 
ipicuous^they have only a linen waiftcoat^ 
and fhort troufers. 

As wc approached the city, one of the 
corjarios^ or common carriers, who accom- 
panied us all the way, had the misfortune 
to break a balket committed to his care, 
and thereby the greater misfortune of dif- 
covering the contents. After this accident 
I obferved him penfive, and evidently faw, 
that although tempted, he at firfl refifted 
his inclination. At length he took one 
cake, dofed the bafket, and turned away 
his eyes; but by degrees he feemed to get the 
better of his fcruples, and before we reach- 
ed the city, he had almoft cleared the whole. 
Had he met with the temptation fooner, 
J am inclined to think that not one cake 
would have arrived at the place of its defti- 
nation. I fmiled at his fimplicity, and pur- 
fuing my reflections on the various tempta- 
tions incident to human frailty, I arrived at 
this conclufion, that ignorance of evil is 
the beft guardian of our innocence. 

The entrance to Murcia is by a ftraight 
and fpacious avenue, well planted, and well 
watered i to the right and to the left of 
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which the land, with water in abundance, 
produces the moft luxuriant crops. 

The city is divided into eleven pariAies, 
with a cathedral ; and contains, by the laft 
returns to government, fifteen thoufand fa- 
milies. It has nine convents for nuns, and 
ten foi" friars. • 

As foon as I arrived, I haftened to the 
cathedral, whofe lofty tower had, from a 
great diftance, attradtcd my attention. The 
front is elegant, with fix teen marble co- 
lumns of the Corinthian order, and thirty- 
two images as large as life. One of the 
moft ftriking features about this edifice, is a 
chapel of the Marquis de los Veles, an 
hexagon, covered with a dome, in the Go- 
thic tafte, which is both light and elegant. 
Round this chapel is a ftone chain curioufly 
wrought. 

I was much difappointed when I entered 
the cathedral, to find the interior of it fo 
little correfpondent to the expectations ex- 
cited by the beauty of its front. Indeed 
there is nothing in it remarkable, befide 
the piiiturcs and the jewels. 

Of two filver altars, one is plain; the 
Other, for high feftivals, is more orna- 
mented. 



[ 153 ] 

mented. One cujiodia of filver, for the 
elevation of the hoft, or confecrated wafer, 
weighs nearly fix quintals and an half, that 
is, fomething lefs than fix hundred weight; 
another contains eight pounds and four 
ounces of the pureft gold, with fix hun- 
dred emeralds, and many valuable diamonds. 
One veffel fomewhat fimilar, only ufed for 
prcferving the confecrated wafers, and 
called el copon^ has five pounds of gold, 
befide many brilliants of confide rable value. 
On the right-hand of the altar is a maflive 
urn of filver, four feet long, two and a half 
wide, and four feet high, containing the 
afhes of the two biftiops, Fulgentius and 
Florentinus. Over this, a little cheft of 
gold and filver, highly wrought, contains 
one hair taken from the beard of Chrifl:, 
and fent from Rome by Cardinal Velluga, 
who was bifhop of this diocefe. 

It would be endlefs to enumerate all the 
jewels belonging to this church, forming a 
mafs of treafure, which, if in circulation, 
would animate the general indufl:ry, and be 
productive of new treafures to the country, 
as far as its influence could extend. 

The facrifty allotted for the reception 

of 
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of til Ii> wealth, is in the centre of a vafi: 
to'.vcr, coullructcd like tliat of Seville, but 
at prcfcnt not quite fo high. When 
fiiiirtied it will be more lofty by ten feet 
tlian that famous ediiicc. As you afcend^ 
not by fteps, but by inclined planes, you go 
round the fandtuary, a fpacious apartment 
deilined as a refuge for aflafTins, where they 
may be equally fee u re both from the fword 
of juflice, and from tlie dagger of re- 
venge. 

In this voluntary prifon I faw two mur- 
derers, who had each his bed. They at- 
tended me up tlie tower, and appeared hap- 
py to converfe ; but I had fo little cxpe<3a- 
tion of hearing truth, that I did tvot urge 
them to relate the circumftances which 
brought them to that melancholy dwel- 
ling. 

From the top of this high tower you 
have a delightful profpedt, commanding all 
the valley, with the circumjacent moun- 
tains. From hence you look down upon 
the city, every way furrounding the cathe- 
dral, and itfelf placed nearly in the centre 
of the vale ; the dimenfions of which, ex- 
tending eaft and wefl^ are nearly fix leagues, 

and 
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and two leagues from north to fouth. It 
is bounded on the fouth by the chain of 
mountains over which we had paifed^ and 
by which it is feparated from the vale of 
Carthagena. To the eaft it communicates 
by a imall opening of about a league, with 
the vale of Orihuela and the fea. To the 
north-weft are hills, and beyond thefe, high 
mountains bounding the diftant view. 

The cathedral is built with freeftonc, 
diftinguiflied by the name of Pifolite, be- 
cauie it appears to be compofed of fhells in 
fmall fragments, with round globulae, re- 
fembling the fpawn of fifli. It contains 
likewife many bivalves and anomice entire. 

Of convents, the largeft is that of the 
Cordeliers, but the prettieft is the one al- 
lotted to the nuns called /as Capuchinas. 

I was exceedingly ftruck with the bridge 
over the Segura, magnificent in itfelf, and 
delightful for the profpedt it commands of 
the river, the city, the vale, and the diftant 
mountains, all in the moft pleafmg points 
of view. 

This river being often overflowed during 
the rainy feafon, the city would have been 
long fince fwept. away, had it not been for 

a ftrong 
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a ftrong dike, twenty feet wide, and as 
many high, by which it is protefted. This 
dike, projcdled merely for the fafety of tht 
city, being extended many miles up into 
the country, affords a pleafant walk to the 
inhabitants ; and as they have fixed here the 
facrcd ftations^ it ferves likewife the pur- 
pofe of devotion. I have already explained 
the nature of thefe ftations, when de- 
fcribing tlie convent of the Francifcans at 
Seville. 

No one, who has lived always in a tem- 
perate climate, can conceive how much a 
traveller fuffers from the flics, when he 
pafles the fummer in the fouthern provinces 
of Spain. But of all the cities through 
which I paffed, not one appears to be mo- 
lefted with fuch fwarms of thofe teafing 
infefts as Murcia. It is here, therefore, 
that a man may fully comprehend why 
Beelzebub, god of the flies, fhould become 
the title of a being, who is held in fupreme 
deteftation by the human race. To dif- 
perfe them, in fome houfes, they have a 
large fan, fufpended over the dining table, 
and kept conftantly in motion; in others, 
one of the domeftics is unremittingly en- 
- • gaged 
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gaged in waving the bough of a tree all the 
time the company is eating; but the great, 
have a fervant at their elbow, whofe fole 
employment is, with a napkin, to keep ofF 
the flies. 

My ftay was ihort in Murcia. This 
city, with its environs, is highly interefting; 
but unfortunately, not finding the letter of 
recommendation to the principal perfon 
in his native city, with which Count Flo- 
rida Blanca had favoured me, I too haftily 
concluded that the cuftom-houfe officers 
at Cadiz had loft it, when they examined 
my portmanteau, and took from me all my 
letters. I had afterwards the mortification 
to difcover, that they had placed it among 
my letters to Valencia; but it was then too 
late to profit by the difcovery. Difgufted 
with the filth and miferable accommoda- 
tions of the pofada, and having no other 
recommendation to any perfon refident in 
Murcia, after having pafl'ed one night in it, 
I refolved to quit the city. 

The pofadero, who, like mod of the inn- 
keepers in this part of Spain, is a gipfy, af- 
fured me, that he paid thirty reals, that 
is, fix fhillings a day for rent, ^nd icwtn 

hundred 



[ 158 1 

hundred and fifty reals a year for alcavala ; 
yet among all the wretched ventas and po- 
fadas I had feen^ this appeared one of the 
moft wretched. 

His compofition for the alcavala is very 
low, becaufe every arroba of oil, paying five 
reals, and the pound of butcher's meat three 
quartos, fuppofing his confumption to bear 
any proportion to his rent, the amount 
muft be confiderably more than fcven 
pounds ten (liilling per annum. 

Notwithftanding thefe heavy duties, 
^^ fells for eleven quartos, or a trifle more 
than three-pence the pound of Jixteen 
ounces ; mutton for thirteen quartos ; fork 
is worth fifteen ; kid fixteen ; breads if very 
white, four quartos. 

On Wednefday, May 1 6, at three in the 
afternoon, I placed myfelf in my calaiine, 
and proceeding by the river fide, took the 
road for Alicant. 

To the left is an old caftle on the fummit 
of a high calcarious rock, which is infu- 
lated, pointed like a fugar loaf, and charged 
with extraneous foflils. 

All the crops, fuch as wheat, barley, 

oats, peas, flax, hemp, with alfalfa fmedi^ 
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cago fattva) appear luxuriant, and the trees 
are full of verdure. Thefe are chiefly the 
elm, the poplar, the willow, the cyprcfs, 
oranges, lemons, figs, mulberries, palms, 
medlars, quinces, and pomegranates. \\\ 
fhort, the whole valley is one continued 
garden. 

I took notice that all the ovens are fepa- 
rate from the cottages, and are covered v/ith 
earth to retain the heat. 

Early in the evening we arrived at Or/- 
huela^ four leagues from Murcia. It is a 
rich and thriving city, built on each fide of 
the Segura, and contains twenty one thou- 
iand fouls, with thirteen convents, and a 
feminary for two hundred fl:udents, efta- 
bliflied here, A. D. 1555. 

The cathedral is antiquated, and little 
worthy of attention; but the parifti church 
of S. Augufta is elegant; and that of the 
Augufl:in friars will, when it is finifhed^ be 
a valuable acquifition to the city. y 

In the neighbourhood are eflabliflied 
fome good faltpctre works for govern- 
ment. 

Water in the whole «f this valley is ^q 

abundant. 
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abundant, that the crops have no depend- 
ance on the rain : hence the proverb, 

Llueva o do llueva^ Trigo en Orihuela. 

From this city we pailed along the valley, 
with the river on our right, and high moun- 
tains to our left, through vaft plantations 
of mulberry trees. Here, the liquorice 
appears as a noxious weed, fpreading over 
the whole country ^ becaufe the foil, being 
deep, is peculiarly fuited to its growth ; and 
the warm fun, with plenty of water, makes 
all vegetables (hoot with peculiar vigour. 

The rock is calcarious. 

Leaving this extenfive plain, with the 
Segura on the right, we turned up a little 
vale of communication to the left, and paf- 
fing between high rocks, at the end of 
about a mi!e, we entered the rich vale of 
Punda. This, with many correfponding 
vallies, all run from eaft to weft, agreeable 
to the general diredtion of mountains and 
vales in Spain, and near the fea commu- 
nicate with the vale of Orihuela. 

On the mountains we obferved fome 
monumental crofles. 

The 
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The drefs of the peafants confifts of a 
ivaiftcoati troufers, ftockingSj all white; 
efparto fandals^ a coloured iafh^ and a clofe 
black bonnet. 

At the diftance of two leagues we came 
4o Ahatera, a miferable village, with a 
magnificent church, belonging to the Mar- 
quis of Dos Aguas. The country produces 
chiefly vines and olives. As we advanced 
we met a travelling flock going to feed upori 
the mountains^ At the meeting of four 
roads we took notice of a Jiigh pole> with 
an iron hook, fupporting one quarter of a 
man^ The other quarters were fufpended 
in the principal places where this wretch 
had been guilty of robbery and murder. 

In the bottoms, the wheat crops appear 
heavy^ and bowing for the fickle ; and the 
barley is colle<fted round the areas ready 
to be trodden by the cattle. 

All the roads are here in a ftate of na- 
ture; but were the fich ibil o£ clay and loan! 
removed j a firm bed of gravel would be un- 
covered, and the roads for many generations 
would want no repairs. 

At the diftance of about a mile from 
Elche, pafling the wide bed of a torrent, 
. Vol. hi. M thea 
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then dry, at the entrance of an cxtcnfivc 
grove of olives, I obferved three poles, 
fimilar to the one I had remarked before, 
each with the quarter of a man, being the 
monuments of as many robberies, accom* 
panied with murder. 

Elche, Ilici of the Rwnans, might with 
propriety be called the City of Dates, for 
it is every way furrounded by plantations 
of palm-trees. Thefe, about the montK 
of May, are loaded with fruit in pendant 
clufters, which, forming a complete circld> 
refembles, when ripe, a crown of gold, 
with a plume of feathers rifing from its 
centre. Each cluftcr to appearance would 
nearly fill a bufliel, and is faid to weigh 
from fix to ten arrobas. There is a re- 
markable variety in this fruit, both as to 
the tafte and c6lour. Some dates are green 
when ripe, but moft commonly they are 
yellow, and not unfrequently of a dark 
brown. Some are fweet, others are in- 
clined to afcidfty. The male trees produce 
only flowers, the females bear the fruit. 

Elche is divided into three parifhes, and 
contains, according to the laft government 
r^eturns, feventeen thoufand four hundred 

and 
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fix hundred and fifty-ieven are males, and 
tight thoufand feven hundred and forty-fix 
females ; but the widows are feven hundred 
and fifty-one, and the widowers three hun- 
dred. They have twenty knights, eighteen 
advocates, twelve efcrivanos, thirteen in- 
quifitors, 'and three convents, two for 
monks^ the other for nuns^ The great 
church is a beautiful building, with a ma- 
jejftic dome, and is elegantly fitted up. For 
-the fervice of the altar it has two curates, a 
vicar, four doiftors, and many chaplains. 
It is built with fand-ftone ; but as the na- 
tural cement is weak, the flone moulders 
away and cracks. 

This city belongs to the Dqke of , Areos, 
Jiovv Count of Altamira. It is governed by 
his cocregidor, four regidors, as many de- 
puties from the commons, two alcaldes^ 
iand one alguazil mayor. The ducal palace 
is fituated on the brink of a deep ravin, and 
carries the marks of the moft remote anti- 
quity. Jt was recovered from the Moors 
by Peter furnamed the Cruel, A. D* 

1363. 
They have no beef. Mutton is fold for* 
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thirty twi) quttrtt)« th« poinul of tliiity'riu 
()iifHT«i Umb lor twenty-tluvcj \)Oi'k Ihv 
ihlny-lhi whc?rttt?u brrud i« worth liv«? 
i|imfroti \x\u\ ^ half thp pounii ol'tii^htecii 
omuTt^, uiul hvirli.7 hrcrttj two tjimrtow. 

l.duvijj^ J'.Uhf*! aiul jmfliug fhioii^h 
i.'oniidci^ihlc^ pUnt^tions ot olive-tiw«i in- 
tt«r(pcr<ctl wUh ul^^urohow, v/\m\ t\w pro- 
Ipc^ci opfHti, yi)ii hav0 the ibrton yourrl^ht- 
hu)uli lit thd (lillaiH'c of uhoiit 14 bi^gi}t?i 011 
yoih Irit yiuf U'd tht^ dUhmt numntAintt 
UhWw^ iH\ the li{^ht| utul linking in tl)e ho- 
li/oft I whilll \M ihd ditbntt oi fovir kiiguc^^ 
ill tVont yon «.unnmwn4 the high fort ul* 
Alit»unt, 

A«^ yon upproui li towuiilij the tity, thr 
i'timitiy irt wild rtntl hrokcni ilidovtring it 
i^nily I'oikj hnt huvinf^ tldmulttl ncttrly to 
i\H Icvt*) of ihd Jen, yon finil a rii;h Ibil, 
und hixnrinnt tropti of rurni witli extenlivc 
plinitutiont) or the ulinonil. 

In ^11 the (onthrrn proviniet^ of tipiiioi 
clpalully in thifi vitinify, yon Jee nnnie- 
ronw fbnntrtin« und rcJervoiiti oi' wnter to- 
semi with mchr«, m)I, thon/^h perhwpn nn- 
jnllly, uttrihnteJ to llie patient indnllry of* 

the 
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the Morifcos ; when, with equal probabl- 
lity of truths they might be afcribcd to the 
Romans to the Carthaginians, or to the 
more ancient inhabitants of the peninfula. 

I was much entertained in this fhort 
journey with the fuperftition of my guide; 
a fpecies of fuperfUtion not confined to 
him, becaufc I found it equally in all the 
coachmen and common carriers with whom 
I had afterwards occafion to convcrfc upon 
the fubjeft. They carry con flan tly about 
with them the paw of a mole, to fecurc 
their mules and horfcs againfl: the mal Je ojos. 
This I at firft conceived to be the difcajcs of 
the tye\ but upon a more accurate enquiry, 
J found myfelf miflaken, and difcovcrcd 
that this cxprcflion meant, the evil in- 
fluence of witchcraft, conveyed by looks. 
In the fouthern provinces of Spain, like as 
formerly in England, and even now in 
Cornwall, children and the common people 
iiniverfally agree in attributing necromantic 
powers to the female in each village who 
is the moft defornicd in perfon, the moft 
decrepit with old age, and the moft haggard 
jit) her looks. In Cornwall it is needful for 
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the witch thVicc to repeat, ** I wifli;" but 
in Spain one look conveys the fatal in- 
fluence ; and the objedl, unlefs relieved by a 
fupcrior power, may droop and die. The 
proper amulets are the paw of a mole car- 
ried in the pocket, a bit of fearlet cloth 
worn by men, or the manefita faftened on the 
wrift of children. The manefita is a little 
hand of jet, ivory, glafs, or ftones, fet in 
filver, with the thumb thruft out between 
the middle fingers. But for want of thcfe, 
a perfon apprehending danger may readily 
defend himfelf by the fame pofition of his 
thumb. For this reafon, whenever the 
• fond mother obferves an ugly hag looking 
fteadfaftly upon her child, {he fcreams out, 
fejla unafigdj that is, thruft out the thumb 
in token of defiance. 

In this little journey I took notice of a 
new eftablifliment, which does much ho- 
nour to Count Florida Blanca, as contri- 
buting not only to the eafe and comfort of 
the traveller, but to the fafety of his per^ 
fon. . Government is engaged in raifing, at 
the diftance of every league, a little cottage, 
with a fuitable garden, as the habitation of 
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a peon caminero^ who is to receive five reals 
a day for repairing the highways, and for 
protedling paflengers. For this purpofe he 
is furnilhed with all proper implements and 
arms. This inftitution will be made gene^* 
ral through aU the provinces. 
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ALICANT is fituatcd at the bottom 
of a bay, formed by the capes of La 
Huerta and San Pablo. It is protected by 
^ caftle, built on the fummit of a moun- 
tain , to which, when attacked by enemies, 
the citizens have been taught to look up 
with confidence ; but, in the prefcnt day, 
it is rather the objedl of their terror, be^ 
caufc large portion^ of the rock, (batter- 
ed exceedingly, overhang their bafc, and 
threaten ji part of the city with dcllruc- 
tion. 

The ftrcets are narrow, and were ex- 
ceedingly ill paved; but now, indebted to 
the indefatigable zeal of the governor, doa 
Francifco Pacheco, few towns can boaft of 
fupcrior neatncfs ; and by the well directed 
labours of one man, this city, formerly in 
pvery fcnfc a neft of vermin, is become a 
moft delightful refidcnce. 
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By the laft returns to government it ap-* 
pears, that the inhabjitants are feventeein 
thoufand three hundred and fprty-^ve. Of 
thefe, eight thoufand five hundred an^ 
twenty-four aris males, eight thoufand eight 
hundred and twenty-one females ; the un- 
married men and boys, four thoijfand nine 
hund^red and fixty-fix; the unmarried wo- 
men and girls, four thoufand five hundred 
and feventy-fix; but the widows, nine 
hundred and thirty- fevefi, whilft the wi- 
dowers are only three hundred and forty- 
one. Divided according to their age, there 
appears to be : 

Under feven years of age, males 

and females - - - 2,865 

From feven to fixteen - - S>I44 

From fixteen to twenty-five - 2,879 

From twenty-five to forty - 3,782 

From forty to fifty - - 2,033 

From fifty upwards -y - 2,651 



Total, 17,345 

The clergy are fifty-fix, including thofe, 
whp in four parifhes have the cure of fouls, 
^ith others who are ordained either to ec- 

clefiailical 
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clcfiaftical benefices, or on their private pa-^ 
trimony; this being equal to three reals a 
day, that is, to about eleven pounds fterling 
per annum. 

Of the feculars, iixty-four are knights, 
twenty -eight advocates, thirty -one cfcri- 
vanos, two hundred and ninety-four ftu- 
dents, nine hundred and feventy-four fir- 
mer s, two thoufand three hundred and one 
day-labourers; the merchants and {hop- 
keepers are three hundred and thirteen; the 
manufadlurers, eleven; the artilans, one 
thoufand three hundred and ninety-two ; 
the fervants, fix hundred and thirty. Bc- 
fide thefe, eight convents contain about two 
hundred and fifty perfons under vows, 

The equivalent, in lieu of provincial 
rents, purveyance, and the royal monopo- 
lies of brandy and felt, for this city, with 
the villages of its vicinity, is fiye hundred 
and thirty-nine thoufand three hqndrcd and 
fixty-one reals, or fomewhat lefs than five 
thoufand four hundred pounds. Now, as 
the whole djftridt, or corregimiento^ of Ali- 
cant contains, according to the government 
returns, thirty-thrc* thoufand and forty-five 
fouls, the proportion of this tax is not 
more than fixteen reals, or about three 

{hillings 
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ihiUings and! two pence for each inhabitant 
to pay. 

Neither the churches, nor any of the con- 
vents, are worthy to be noticed. In the 
great church, indeed, I was much amufcd, 
but not with the architecture, nor yet witlj 
anjr of the altars f that which caught my 
attention was a grant from the college of car- 
dinals, fanftioned by the archbifliop and- the 
bifliop, of two thoufand five hundred and 
eighty days indulgence to any penitent who^ 
fhall fay before* the altar of the Virgin, Ave 
Maria purijima, and as many to aJf) who, 

hearing this, ihall anfwer. Sin peccado Con- 
cebida. 

For the fervice of the great church they 
have ten canons, three dignitaries, and two 
beneficed clergy; biit thefe are reckoned 
poor. The bifhop's feat is at Orihuela, 
where the canons have a more ample pro- 
yifion made for them. 

The commerce of Alicant is confidera- 
ble. From five hundred to a thoufand vef- 
fcls enter annually this port, of which the 
major part are Catalan. In the year 1783, 
there entered nine hundred and fixty-one. 
The principal articles of export are, 

I Anife 
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Anifc feeds, frgm three to four thoufand 
quintals. 

Almonds, from eight to ten thoufand 
quintals. 

Barrilla, from fixty to ninety thoufknd 
quintals. 

Brandy, about a hundred thou^d pipes. 

Cumin, from two thoufand to two thou- 
fand five hundred quintals. 

Efparto rufh, and the fame in ropes and 
mats, the quantity uncertain. 

Figs, abqut a thoufand quintals, 

Fi(h, uncertain quantities, 

Grana fylveftre, called alfo vermillion, 
about three hundred quintals. 

Lead ore, uncertain quantities. 

Liquorice in root. 

Lavender flowers, both to England and 
to Holland. 

Lemon juice. 

Pomegranate peel. 

Raifins, from fixty to a hundred thou- 
fand quintals. 

Salt, about a hundred thoufand tons. 

Saffron, 

Silk, and 

Vine^, all uncertain in their quantities. 

Wine, 
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Wine, about two hundred tons. 

Wool, from three to four thoufand quin- 
tals. 

The value of our commerce with Ali- 
cant and its dependencies will appear from 
the following flatement of the years 1784 
and 1785, given to me by the Englifh 
conful. 
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Barrilla is a confiderable article of c6m-» 
Inerce, and till the year 1780, was confined 
chiefly to this port; but fince the duties have 
been raifed from one hundred and fourteen 
maravedis and three quarters the quintal to 
four hundred and forty-two, being the fame 
that was previoufly impofed by government 
at Carthagena, the trade has been more 
equally divided. The prefent duties on the 
quintal of One hundred and fourteen pounds^ 
avoirdupois are as follow : royal duty, four 
hundred and forty- two maravedis; alcaifala, 
thirty-five and two-thirds ; brokerage and 
confular duty, twelve ; in all about two (hil- 
lings and ten pence. 

Whilft the duty on the cxportf of Bar- 
rilla was little niore than three reals the 
quintal, the Spanifli government exadted 
twenty-four for foap; in confequence of 
which, the oil and pot-afli were carried to' 
Marfeilles, and made into foap, for the fer- 
vice both of Spain and of her colonies, {y. 
Campomanes, K. P. part iv. p. 249.) 

Brokerage is a duty of a quarter per cent, 
ort all commodities imported and exported^ 
paid by the mercliants* to the marquis of 

Paralisy 
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ParAlis, as a coinpcnlktioii for the privilege 
of naming their own brokers; bccaufe tho 
marquis claims the nomination under a 
grant from the king, to whom he had lent 
thirty thoufand dollars, a fum cijual to four 
thoufand five hundred pounds; hut to avoid 
the confcqucnces of this opprefllve grant, 
they agree to p^y him the iutcrcft of a hun- 
dreil thoufand dollars. 

Of the iS/^</;7<; rujh^ M. Condom exports 
annually about three hundred tons from 
this port for Marlcilles, and about fourfcoi-c 
cargoes, each from fifty to a hundred tons, 
for Oenoa, Venice, and the Levant. Witli 
the raw material he is bound to fend out 
one-third manufailurcd ; but this part of 
his agreement may be, without much ditK- 
culty, eluded. 

It is curious to obfcrve the expedition 
and facility with which the women and 
children fpii\ tlic cfparto thread. After 
having foakcd the ru(h in water, and beat 
it fufticicntly, they, without either wheel 
or fpindle, contrive to twiil two thrcads at 
the fame time; this they dv^ by rubbing 
them between the piUnts of their hands, in 
the lame manner as the (liocuiakcr forms a 

Vol. Ill, N t^uead 
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thread upon his knee, with this difference, 
that one motion gives the twift to each 
thread, and at the fame time unites them. 
To keep the ends afunder, the thumb of 
the right band i& intcrpofcd between them, 
and when that is wanted for other purpofes, 
the left thumb fupplies its place. Two 
threads being thus twifled into one, of the 
bignefs of a large crow-quill, forty-fix 
yards are fold for a quarto, or about a far- 
thing and a fmall fraftion of a farthing, and 
of this the materials are worth about one- 
fifth. 

I was no lefs ftruck to fee the addreis 
and difpatch with which the foft-wood 
turners, at Alicant, execute their work. 
*They fit on a low ftage, above which the 
tvto poppet heads and points are raifed fix 
inches, and inilead of a pole and treddle 
they ufc a bow; to this they give motion 
with the right hand; the left hand holds 
the tool, which they guide by the conftant 
application of the right foot, whilfl the left 
foot keeps the moveable poppet and point 
clofe up to the work. Such a pofition inxxfi 
be exceedingly uneafy, till cuftom and long 
habit have reconciled them to it* 

The 
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The Grana Syhejire is not as yet a con- 
fiderablc article of commerce ; it is only a 
few years fince it was introduced. Guix- 
bna, a town about five leagues from Ali- 
cant, fends annually a number of people 
over all the mountains of Granada and part 
of Andalufia to colledt it; but hitherto 
.With nd remarkable fuccefs. 

Saffron of late has been in much i-equeft 
for a foreign market, and is collected from 
the vicinity of Albazete^ about one hun- 
dred and twenty-five leagues from Alicant, 
where it is produced in confiderable quan- 
tities. It isi worth from fifty-five to fixty- 
five reals per pound, and pays on cxporta-^ 
tion, for all duties, two hundred and feven 
tnaravedisj or about fourteen pence the 
pound of fixteen ounces. 

At Alicant the Jifhery is free from all 
kinds of duty; and, as a further encourage- 
ment, a tax of ten per cent, befide four 
hundred and eighty maravedis, by way of 
principal duty and millones, is laid on all 
fcfreign fifhi 

The dog-fifli might Se rendered valu- 
able^ were it ftpt foi: the fpirit of monopoly, 
and the contr^ed views of government* 

N 2 it 
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It is good to eat, and yields about five-and- 
twenty pounds of oih Befide the flefh and 
oU, the fkin alone was ufually fold for 
twenty reals, whilft the ports were open; 
but now that the exportation is prohibited, 
the price is funk to eight reals, and the 
fifliery is thereby confiderably injured. ' 

In this province, the privilege of fifhing 
is confined to the enrolled feamcn, who are 
about fixteen thoufand. 

With fuch a nurfery for failors in the 
Mediterranean, and with one fimilar to it 
in the bay of Bifcay, where peculiar privi- 
leges are granted for that purpofe, Spain 
will foon be formidable as a naval power^ 
The Catalans already fupply Alicant with 
pilchards, taken on the coaft of Galicia; 
whereas formerly this city imported annu- 
ally from England about fifty cargoes. 

The municipal govermnent of this city is in 
eight regidors, of which, four are noble, and 
four commoners; thefe are all conlidered as 
poflcfling a freehold, defcending by inherit- 
ance to their children, yft not entailed upon 
them and therefore falcable. They have four 
uflcflbrs, chofen by the commons, who con- 
tinue in office two years; butt\vo are annu- 
ally 
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ally changed. To thefc are added two fyn- 
dies, of which one, the perfonero^ is to re- 
prefent the grievances of the commons; but 
neither of thcfe have votes. The ufual 
prclident of this court is the governor, or, 
in his abfence, the alcalde mayor, who re- 
fembles our recorders. In the corporation 
^re included three phyficians and two fur- 
geons, who have falaries. 

The attendants o/ the court are, proc- 
tprs, advocates, efcrhanos^ and algua^ils. 

To keep good order in the various quar- 
ters of the city, tliey have alcaldes de barrio. 
Thefe formerly purchafed their office, and 
contrived to repay themfclves with intereft:; 
but the prefent governor makes a new elec- 
tipn every year, with this exception, that 
he continues thofe who are diftinguiftied 
for fidelity. 

The efcrivanos reales are m;:rely notaries; 
but the efcrrcanos dtl numero^ to the num- 
ber of twent}'- three, tnzy h* c;:licd p^tty-^ 
foggers; againft thefe tht: governor deckrcf 
a ^leyer-ceaing v.ar; bjt the coriteH: h mz-- 
e^qual. He attempted to zcC-zzir^ thtir L-.f:u- 



-- ^ 
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cd. Having detefted five of them in fome 
malepradices, he fent them to prifon, and 
at the fame time gave notice, tfeat the next 
offender fhould vifit Africa. He complained 
to me one day in the moft feeling mannec» 
of the diftrefs he felt in being daily witncfs 
to abufea w^hich he wras not able to cprredl^ 

becaufe thefe w^retches can never be con- 

, • , . . . 

vidled, unlefs upon evidenee taken by an 
cfcrivano. He lamented that, even when he 
knew the evidence produced was falfe, he 
was bound to give judgment agreeable to if, 
and could contrive no redrefs. Yet one 
point he carried, in not fuffering them, a^ 
ufual, to make a long and expenfive procef§ 
of a trifling rnatter. 

In their turn they do ail they can to har- 
afs and perplex him. The corporation 
having made their agreement with di^e con-. 
tradtor to fupply the citizens with meat, 
this man caufed his cattle to be driven 
through the city in the middle of the day. 
The governor remonftrated in vain. Hear- 
ing, however, repeated complaints of mif- 
chief,"and feeing the people, diftraftpd u^ 
their attention, following in crowds, as 
ufual, wherever any thing like a bulli their 
z fevouritt 
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j&vourite animal, ap{)cared, he iaterpofed 
his authority, and abfolutely forbad the ad- 
mittance of oxen after a certain hour in th^ 
morning. The contraftor, on this reftraint; 
refufed to fupply the city, and, urged for-^ 
wards by the Efcrivanos, appealed to the 
intendant of the province. In confequence 
of this appeal the governor could find no 
refuge, but m the direft interference of the 
minifter; and had his friends been lefs 
powerful at court, he muft have given 
way^ 

Previous to the appointment of Doa 
Francifco Pacheco to the government of 
vAlicant, the city fwarmed all day with 
beggars, and all night with proftitutes and 
thieves* Thefe were fed by the religious 
houfes, by the ecclefiafties, and by the alms 
of well-difpofed yet miftaken citizens^ 
The governor faw in a proper light both 
the caufe and the qonfequences of this 
abundance of unprofitable fubjeds, ancj 
therefore determined to confine them; yet 
he knew that prejudice would run ftroag 
againft him. For this reafon he engaged 
the moft popular preachers, during Lent^ 
to expatiate on the merit of giving fo the 

N 4 P^r» 
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poor, and afterwards -to explain the pro- 
priety df making a diftindtion in the diftri- 
bution of their alms, fo as not to offer a 
premium to lazinefs, prodigality, and, vice. 

When he had thus prepared his way, he 
affembled the citizens, laid his plans before 
them, and formed a fociety, confifting of 
two hundred and fifty of the firfl people in 
the diocefe, with the bifhop, canons, and 
principal nobility at their head, under the 
denomination of ** Brethren of the Poor." 
From thefe were elected governors and 
guardians for the Houfe of Mercy, and for 
the twelve quarters into which the city is 
divided, for the purpofe of taking an exadt 
account of all the inhabitants, with their 
age and occupation. Every guardian, in 
his feveral quarter, has three afliflants to 
examine with him the condition of the 
poor, and to diflribute the relief appointed 
by the governors the preceding week, whe-r 
ther in money, in raw materials, in medi-. 
cine, or in aliments, agreeable to the re-, 
port which has been made to them. 

In the Houfe of Mercy, children, inflruft-. 
?4iin the moft common and therefore the 
ffioii ^ixfcfiil manufadures, .^re trained, to. 
.---.- . /. induftrjr, 
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induftry, and the lazy arc compelled to 
work. 

They have no other fourcc of revenue 
befide the produce of their labour^ and the 
voluntary contribution of the citizens. 

This inftitution bears date only the 30th 
of June, 1786, and in May, 1787, they had 
expended fix hundred and twenty-nine 
pounds for the fupport of about one hun- 
dred men, women, and children. Thcfc 
are well fed, and do little work at prcfcntj 
but, when they /hall have been reconciled 
to the idea of confinement, their diet will 
be adminiilered with a more fparing hand, 
and their labour will be rendered more pro- 
du(Sive^ 

They have here another inftitution, 
likely to be: of cxtenfivc utility in pro- 
viding for orphans, for dedrtcd children, 
and for the fons of foldicr^ who arc bur- 
thened with numerous? families. It h a mi- 
litary academy, in which they arc taiight 
reading, v/riting, and accounts the manual 
cxerciie, and every thing necdfiU to qualify 
them for ferj.'rant'. \J(,r\ francifco Pachcr.o 
had the gcfyiner, to rtv/iv/ for run a lifHc 
regiment cf ih':(f:^ v/ho v/r;n£ throuyh ;ill 

^ thrir 
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their cvolutiont, and gave their fire with 
wonderful ^ddrefs. The whole number in 
the kingdonj is two thoufand, from whom 
will be fdc(ae4 all the fcrjeants for the army. 

Under the fame proteftiori, I had the hap- 
pinefs of feeing a review of the artillery, 
with prizes diftributed to the engineers, 
who were moft diftinguiflied for their Ikill. 
Much attention is paid to their education, 
not only at Alicant, but all over the pe- 
pinfula. 

The military eftablifhments of every 
kind appear refpeftable, and mark at once 
wifdom and humanity in all their regula- 
tions. The foldiers are enlifted for eight 
years, during which they are frequently inr 
dulged with furloughs. When they have 
ferved fifteen years, their pay goes on con- 
ftantly increafing, and after thirty-fiv? 
years, they retire with the rank of comr 
miflioned officers, and a penfion of about 
twenty pounds a year. 

Among the numerous objedts attrai3:ing 
the attention of a ftranger, none was more 
interefting to me than the Cajile^ with the 
rock on which it ftands, and that for 
various reafons. A^ an Engliihman, I wa« 

curious 
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curious to examine a fortrefs fo bravely, Of 
rather fo rafhlyi defended by its goyemor in 
the year 1 707, more efpecially the chafm 
left by the fpringing of a mini^ whicl> 
proved fatal to General Richards, with 
twenty of his officers. When the Spaniards 
had nearly finished their work, they gave 
warning to the garrifon; and when they 
had lodged in it. thirteen hundred barrels 
pf powder, they gencroufly permitted the 
Englifh general to fend his engineers, who 
viewed the mine, with its contents, Thefe 
reported, that the burthen was too great for 
the quantity of powder, and that the gar- 
fjfbn was iafe« 

On the day appointed for the fpringing 
pf this mine, people from every part 
pf the country aflembled on the oppofite 
hill, to view the cata/lrophe ; and notice of 
the fatal moment was given ,to the gar- 
rifbn. Precilely at that moment the offi- 
cers, engaged in drinking, and fomewhat 
elated by their wine, declared their rtfo^ 
lution not to qiut the battery, till they had 

drank two bottles more, for which they 
tad feat a fervant ; but no fooner had he 
cimed his back, than the battery, together 

with 
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with general Richards, and twenty gallant 
officers^ mounted in the air. 

By the chafm, it may be readily ima-- 
gincd hoipr great muft have been the bur-, 
then ; but when I had obferved the fhat- 
tiered condition, and loofe -jointed nature of 
the rock, it became evident, that the en- 
gineers of the befieged were either ignorant 
or rafli in the extreme. 

This fortrefs might have been battered 
to pieces from Mount St. Julian ; but the 
befiegers preferred a mine. In fcramblin^ 
among the rocks, I obferved a track, very 
ftrongly marked, leading to a part of the 
fort, in which the walls are low, Thi^ 
being at once the fteepeft and moft rugged 
fide of the mountain, where I imagined nq. 
human fpot-ftep had ever yet been traced^ 
I was much furprifed to fee fo ftrong 9, 
path. It was very narrow, but well trodr 
den ; and although winding at the back of 
tKe fortrefs, it communicated wijh another 
path leading from the country to the eailera 
quarter of the city. 

When, on my return, I enquired very 
minutely into the nature and ufe of fuch a 

private 
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private and lequeftered way, this was the re- 
fult of my inquiries. 

The laws in many provinces of Spain 
being peculiarly favourable to the fofter fcx, 
if the wife complains of ill treatment from 
her huftjand, he, on her fole evidence, is 
confined in prifon ; and fhould fhe declare, 
on oath, that he had beaten her, the puniih- 
ment would be yet more fevere ; he would 
be fent for many years to the pre/u/ios. 

When, again, a father is difpleafed with 
the condudl of his fon, if it be fuch as 
tends to bring either ruin or difgrace upon 
his family, the young man is fent to learn 
wifdom in a forced retirement. 

It appears from the obfervations of the 
chief juftice. Count Campomanes, in the ap- 
pendix to his Educacion popular^ that in Spain 
many perfons of quality are fhut up in prifon, 
or fent to the prefidiosy for thefe and fimilar 
offences. He ftates, however, yet not much 
to the honour of the Spanifh ladies, that 
their accufations are not always juft. From 
him we may colleft, that a great number 
of thefe fair-ones, perfuaded by their cor- 
tcjos, falfely charge their hufbands with ill- 
treatment. 
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treatment^ whenever the good men £bevr 
a difpofition to be jealou^; 

Some young men of fafhioii, at the i-e- 
queft of their fathers or their wivcs^ are, 
as the governor informed me, deftined to 
pafs their tedious hours in this qaftle. Yet, 
by the connivance of the centinels, they are 
frequently, in the dufk of the evenings per- 
mitted to fcale the walls; when, paffing 
difguifed into the city, they amufe them- 
felves among their friends, till the company 
retires; after which they return by the 
fame fequeftered path to their deflined ha- 
bitations : and this precifely was the path 
which had attradied my attention. 

In a converiation with the governor on 
^e operation of a punifhment long fince 
inflidted both in France and Spaii, and 
jately adopted in our iiland, that of employ- 
ing criminals on public works; he per- 
fedly agreed with me, that their labour is 
icarcely worth a tenth of what it coils; and 
uS\iTcd me, that as &r as his obfervation 
went, this punifhment rather tended to 
harden them in wickednefs, than to pro«^ 
duce any reformation in their manners. He 

particularly 
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particularly mentioned, that of the four 
thoufand five hundred and fevcnty-nine 
convifts banifhed to the prefidios or garri- 
fons of Africa, the major part, on their 
<iifcharge, at the expiration of their 
terms, returned to the eaftern coaft of the 
peninfula ; and to this circumftance he at- 
tributed the prevalence of the moft atro- 
cious crimes in that part of Spain. He 
confidered therefore the prefidios as the 
worft fchool to which the youthful offen- 
der could be fent. 

The country in the vicinity of Alicant 
is wild and broken; the mountains are 
lofty, rugged, bare, and little fufceptible of 
cultivation; the vallies are moftly fmall, 
but remarkably fertile ; the foil is fandy, 
with beds o/ clay and marie. The rock iu 
general is calcarious; the city is partly 
fed by a valley to the north, and by the 
Huertay a rich and extenfive valley, to the 
eaft, at the diftance of one mile, but chiefly 
by the vale of Murcia. The carriers bring 
wheat, and load back with fifh. 

The Huerta is watered from a vaft re-^ 
fervoir, called el PantanOp conftrudted .in the 
mountains, at the diilance of about five 

leagues 
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leagues from Alicant. The governor had 
the goodnefs to carry me in his coach to 
view this artificial lake, forrtied between 
two high mountains by a wall, the dimen- 
fions of which reduced to Englifti feet are 
as follow; one hundred and forty- feven 
high ; two hundred and fixty-Xwo wide at 
top, from mountain to mountain, and not 
more than twenty-four at bottom. The 
thicknefs of the wall is fixty-feven feet at 
top, and one hundred and twenty-one at 
bottom. It is very properly made ellipti- 
cal, to fuftain the lateral preflure of the 
water ; but had the thicknefs of the wall 
been only feven feet at top, inftead of fixty- 
feven, this would have been more than fuf- 
ficicnt ; bccaufe the area of^ any furface 
being given, the prefl!ure of fluids on that 
furface is in proportion to its depth. The 
depth being given, it matters not whether 
the quantity of water be one acre, or ten 
thoufand acres. For the fame expence they 
might have conft:rufted many fuch refer- 
voirs, one belbw the other 5 but when we 
confider the age in which this was made 
(A. D. 1542) we are not furprifed to find 
£;> much labour lofl. 

When 
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When the ftrcam comes nc;\r the 
Huerta, it is Icpsiratcd into four by the ad-* 
minidnitor, and each proprietor of luul re« 
ceiveSi or fliould receive, the quantity allot- 
ted to hinii in proportion to his land, pay- 
ing for this the llipulaicd price. To pre- 
vent violence and fraud, A, I). 1739, the 
king, by his royal edivll, cllabliihcd fixty- 
two regulatior\s for the dillribution of this 
water, and appointed a Ipecial court to en- 
force thefe rc|>;ulations ; yet notwlthftand- 
ing, cither through ii^norancc of hyilrolla- 
tics in the managers, through their negli- 
gence, or through the inllucnce of bribes, 
many obtain more than their juft propor- 
tion, and others arc left to murmur and 
complain. It is to bo lamented, that go- 
vernment does not coi\ftrud more pantatu)S. 
The farmers in the Ituerta could difpofc 
of five times as much as they receive at 
prcfent; and were the whole interval be- 
tween the mountains occupied with refer- 
voirs, they might all be filled. This pan- 
tano, althougii vail, has been rcplcnilhed 
by four hours rain. 

Independent of the produce in all kinds 
of grain and herbage, government derives a 

Vol •III. O dircrt 
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il!rc£t revenue of near two thoufand poundi 
a year by flic dlArihution of thU water, 

The rock U a ^nc llmeftonci covering 
fcltifl, andf a» the country prodiiceN pines 
jvn)i]ieri and oofcoju, in Ahiindftnc^t fcwcl 
Cor liurnlng lime U on tlic fpoti fo that the 
cxpcncc of conftruiSing refcrvoirs would 
not be great. 

After Imving cxuniincd tlie pantano, I 
vifited, un the I'ttcceeding dayN* the Huerta, 
to get ttcijuninted witli the agricultwc of 
that rich, well pl«nicd» itm) well watered 
valley. 

Going ciillwiird (Vom the city, having 
Hitcuilcil gimiually for about a nule, you 
look down upoi» a wide cxpfiiife of nearly 
thirty tlimti'md acre", every where inclofed 
by Jofly ntuuiitrtinB, cKccpling towards the 
lea, and iiivernl with uLihgcn, leinonN, figH, 
ntull>cniri> idinmiilii, cherrleH, apricotM, 
priiihe^, iiei^larinru, pluiiitiH, applcN, pearit, 
pitmegranalcn, olivcM, idgurrob'iM, the more 
humble yet mitlcfM priifilitble vine, am! the 
liipiurice, with every fpccicH of grain, of 
legnininouH jd^int^t and of herbage for the 
cattle. 

'ihJH vale ii faid to contain more than 
twenty 
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twenty thoufand pcrfons, and I can readily 
believe it ; for, wherever you pafs, you fee 
old and young men, womcni and childrcil 
innumerable, all hulily employed, plough- 
ing, fowing, reaping, treading out the grain 
with cattle, winnowing the corn, or con- 
veying it to granaries, hoeing in the vine- 
yards, diftributing water to their crops, or 
digging their land, and preparing it for frefh 
produdtions. 

When I vifitcd this delightful vale, they 
had reaped their barley, and were engaged 
in treading it with mulCvS. To thefc they 
added carts drawn backwards on the area, 
for the purpofe of feparating the grain, and 
of cutting the draw for fodder. Others were 
employed to wind off filk from the cones. 
Their reel is five feet wide, and receives fix 
compound threads from thirty, thirty-fix, 
or from forty-two cones, which fwiin in a 
furnace of boiling water. Thcfc threads 
are made to travcrfe on the red, that they 
may not agglutinate together. 

I was much pleafed with the reticiilated 
fences round moil of the little farms, com- 
pofed of reeds ranged in pairs, crolling each 
other like a lattice frame, yet fo as to form, 

O 2 nut 
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not reftanglcs, but lozenges or rhomboidal 
figures, with the reeds not interwoven, but 
bound together by efparto threads. 

Every part of the Huerta is refrefhed 
with water once in fifteen days during the 
fummer, but in winter it may go three 
weeks or a month unwatered. Befide the 
refrefhing flream derived from the pantano, 
they have fome norias : the moft remark- 
able of which, belonging to Mr. Arabet, is 
worked by wind, and raifes the water forty 
feet. 

The land never refts ; for no fooner has 
it rewarded the farmer with one crop, than 
he begins to prepare it for another. In 
September he fows- barley, and having 
' reaped it about the latter end of April, or 
the firft week in May, he immediately puts 
in maize, which comes off about the mid- 
dle of September. But before this ripens, 
he puts in fandias (the cucurbita of Lin*) 
or fome other efculent, which yields him 
a third crop in the courfe of the fame year. 
In November he fows wheat, and in June 
he reaps it. The produce both of wheat 
and barley is from fifteen to twenty-four 
for one, having fowed of the former nearly 

two 
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t\w burticls to an ;icrc, of the hitter between 
three i\iul four. l*1ii\ is put into the 
groMHil rthout Septciuhcri or the beginning 
of October, and comes oiY in Mayt but 
hemp, whii h is (owcil ii\ April, continues 
oil the land till /\uj;u(l. Thcle, with cu- 
cumbers, melons, v^ar/untzos facer aricti- 
nnm), peas, French beans, lettuce, alfkllk 
[MeJicii^o iativa), Ibrni a rich variety of 
crops, which, cherifhed by a bright lun 
and ted by alnnulant dreams Irom the 
panlano, prove a never-failing fourcc of 
plenty. 

In the fpriiig they abound with oranges 
and lenu)ns \ in fununer they have plumbs, 
cherries, \\^:^\^ apricots, and nedarines; in 
autumn they gather grapes ; ai\d in winter 
a rich variety of fruits fupplirs their tables. 
Thus Ceres and Poniona appear to be en- 
gaged in a never-ceafmg contell which ihall 
moll contribute to the wealth and prufpc- 
rity of this favoured valley. 

One of the moll valuable proihiClions 
of this country is the barilla. I'or thivS they 
plough their land ft)ur or five limes, dung 
it well, and then, having turned the earth 
twice more, they make it fmoolh with 

O 3 boards 
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boards inftead of harrows, and fow their 
feed in the months of January and February, 
waiting always for wet weather. 

When the plant is about the bignefs of 
a ftiilling, they clear off all the weeds, and 
in September they coUedl the crop into 
heaps of about fix feet high. Of thefe 
they burn fifty in one hole, ftirring well 
the broth with flicks ; then, prote<3:ing it 
from rain, at the expiration of eight or ten 
days, the fl:one will be cold enough to be 
removed. 

Befide the barilla (falfola foda of Linr 
naeus) this vicinity produces many other 
fpecies, which, by combuftion, yield .the 
pot-a(h. Thefe are, 

I fl:, Aguaful, or mefembryantbemum. 

2d, Salicor, Salicornea Europcea, of two 
Ipecies, one annual in fwamps, the other 
perennial in dry and ftony places. 

3d, Barilla punchofa foda colorada, ^A 
fola kali. This gives few aihes, and little 
fait. 

4th, Sofa prima, chenopodmm maritimum. 
This plant is, the mofl: common, and is to 
be found all along the coaft. 

5 th, Sofa blanca, chenopodium album. 

6th^ 
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6th, Sofa gorda, falfola vermcu!arL\ 

7th, Sofa lenoia, faljola rofacea. 

Sthj Hyerba de la plata, mefemhrycmtbe^ 
mum cryft. 

Of thefe the ialfola kali> the ialicornia, 
and the chenopodia* are found in England; 
but they do not produce a fufficient quan- 
tity of fait to make the cultivation of them 
profitable. 

TTie rapid progrefs of vegetation in warm 
climates fills the inhabitants of more 
northern regions with aftonifliment. Hav- 
ing one day exprefled my furprife on this 
fubjedt to the governor, he carried me in 
the evening to the garden of Don Lorenzo 
Mabile, at a little diftance from the city, 
where we wandered about under the fhade 
of trees, which four years before had no 
exiftence but as flips, as feedlings, or as 
fuckers. We obferved three hundred fig- 
trees, and three thoufand five hundred 
vines, loaded with fruit; and he already 
drinks in his family the wine of his own 
vineyard. Befide thefe, he has collefted 
together innumerable pomegranates, apri- 
cots, apples, pears, plumbs, mulberries, 
oranges, lemons, algarrobos,. and azaroles 

O 4 (cratcegus) 
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(cratagus)^ which by their luxuriant growth 
feem to have been planted at leaft twenty 
years. 

From this vineyard he made *laft year 
three tons and an half of wine, each vine 
on the average yielding one quart. 

The whole produce of Alicant is about 
four thoufand tons. 

For the Fontillon wine, the grapes are 
gathered, picked from the ftalks, and ex- 
pofed on elevated wicker frames for the 
fpace of fifteen days to the influence of the 
fun and wind, in order to evaporate the fu- 
perfluous moifture, after which they ar^ 
fubmitted to the prefs. 

Among the natural curiofitics in the vi- 
cinity of Alicant, the moft remarkable arc 
the baths of Buzot. Having heard a de- 
fcription of them from a phyfician, I re- 
folved to vifit them before I left the city, 
and, for that purpofe, I formed a party on 
the 31ft of May. Early in the morning 
we mounted our horfes, and, having pafled 
through the Huerta, we afcended fuddenly 
twelve or fourteen feet to a plain, upon a 
higher level, called the Campillo^ which, like 
the Huerta, is watered by the pantano. 

After 
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After having traverfed this well cultivated 
and fertile plain, we began to climb the 
hills, and, at the diftance of four leagues 
from Alicant, near to the village of las 
Aguas, we arrived at the romantic fpot, 
where the warm fprings break out. 

This country is broken by high moun- 
tains, of which the moft remarkable are the 
Buchampana, the Sierra Gitana, and the 
Cabezo, fo called by contraction from cabeza 
de aurOy or head of gold. The Sierra Gitana 
derives its appellation from the gipfies. 
This elevated chain, expofed to every ftorm, 
is far from being a defirable abode, becaufe 
the lightning breaks upon it with more 
than common violence, and the thunder is 
reverberated by its innumerable rocks, 
Thefe rocks are calcarious, and difcover 
foflil fhells. Here I found fome marmor 
metalicum, or ponderous earth, with gyp- 
fum or calcarious earth, each faturated with 
vitriolic acid ; and in many places I picked 
up iron ore with haematites. 

On the fouthern declivity, near to the 
bafe of thefe lofty mountains, four copious 
mineral fprings break forth, two of them 
near together, the others more remote. 
Their temperature is about one hundred and 

four 
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four dcgrcfifi of Fahrenheit's thermometer. 
They have evidently the chalybeate taftc, 
depofit a fediment of yellow ochre, and, upon 
evaporation, Glauber's and fea fait are found 
cryftallized in it. Two or three fmall tum- 
blers filled from any of thefc fprings prove 
fpccdily and pleaHuUly cathartic. 

This part of the country is frequently 
fhakcn by ftrong earthquakes. 

I had here an opportunity to examine 
the natural hiftory of the grana Vermes. It is 
found on the cofcoja, or quercus coccifera of 
Linnncus, liere growing to the height of from 
twelve inches to two feet. The grana ap- 
pear on the flems or fmall branches, fomc 
near the bottom of the plant, but moftly 
on the upper branches, yet always protcdl- 
cd by the leaves, and fixed to the ilem by 
a gluten, which both to the fight and to 
the touch refemblcs thin white leather, 
fpread over the ilem and covering, like the 
Clip or calix of the acorn, a fegmcnt of the 
grana. Upon a more niinutc invertigation, 
I traced the agglutinating coat through a 
fmall foramen into the grana, from whence 
it had proceeded, and where it fpread, like 
the placenta, on the internal furface, 

^ The 
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The grana were of various lizcs, from 
an eighth to a quarter of wn inch in diame- 
ter, perfeftly fpherical, and covered with a 
white powder, which heing rubhed ofF, the 
furface appeared red, fmootli, and polillied. 
Upon the fame ftem I found the grana in three 
ftages. In the firft I difcovered only tough 
membranes filled with a red juice refcm- 
bling blood, but on paper leaving a ftaia 
as bright and beautiful as the bed carmine. 
In the fecond llagc there appeared, under 
the firft coat or pellicle, a thin tough mem- 
brane inclofing the eggs, now moft minute, 
and fcarcely to be diftinguilhed without the 
alllftance of a convex lens. Detween this 
membrane atul the pellicle was the fame 
red liquor, but lefs in quantity than was 
contained ii\ the former ftage. By a care- 
ful dilVedion I took off the pellicle, which 
was evidently feparated from the iimer mem- 
brane by what feemed to be the vifcera ar.d 
blood-veflels, but near to the foramen 
thefe two coats adhered clofely together. 

The interior membrane is thin, whke, 
and tough, with a lunar feptum, forming 
the ovary, which at firft is very finall, and 
fcarcely difcernible, but progrellively en- 
larges. 



[ 204 ] 

largcs, till in the third ftagc it occupies the 
whole fpace, when the tincturing juice 
difappears, and only eggs are to be feen, 
to the number of fifteen hundred or two 
thoufand. 

It is clear to me that the grana derives no 
kind of nourifhment from the plant on 
which it is fixed ; and from its pofition I 
am inclined to think, that the little animal 
choofes the quercus coccifera, which in its 
prickly leaf refembles the holly, only for 
the fake of (helter and proteftion from 
birds. 

I put fome of the grana into a coffee- 
cup on the thirty- firft of May, and, June 
the twelfth, I difcovered a multitude of ani- 
malcula?, of a bright red colour, exceedingly 
minute, running about the cup with aflon- 
ifhing rapidity, but for fhort intervals. A 
friend put fome grana into a fnuff*-box, 
where he foon forgot them ; but when, at 
the diftance of a few weeks, he had occa- 
fion to refume his box; he found the top 
covered internally with dew, and a multi- 
tude of winged infedls, all dead, adhering 
to it. 

Before 

8 



[ 205 ] 

Before my excurfion to Buzot, fome 
peafants of Las Aguas had fpread them- 
felves on the adjacent mountains, where 
they coUefted more than four arrobas, or 
one hundred weight of grana, which they 
had fold in Alicant for fifteen reals, or 
about three {hillings a pound. 

Befide the grana kermes, I obferved on 
the cofcoja many large red excrefcences ; 
and of thcfe, two fpecies are diftinguifhed, 
the one formed on the leaf, the other on 
the ftems of the amentaceous flowers. The 
former appears in the middle of the leafi 
on both its furfaces, and is at firft of a 
green colour; but as it fwells, it becomes 
of a bright red, and occupies the whole 
leaf, with this exception, that in fome a 
narrow margin of the leaf remains. The 
latter are longer than the former, and 
where they are found, the ftems of the 
amenta are confiderably larger than the 
reft; yet the florets, which appear on the 
furface of thefe excrefcences, are not 
to appearance afFedted by them. Thefe 
morbid tumors have many perforations, 
communicating with little cells, which 
contain each a fmall white grub. The 

cell 
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cell is formed by a ftrong membrane, but 
the fubftancc of the tumor is fpongy. In 
the excrefccnce on the leaf I could not 
difcover any nidus, although I have no 
doubt that thefe, like the former, were oc- 
cafioned by the ichneumon fly, and that 
each of them contained an egg. 

I might here proceed to give at large the 
natural hiftory of the locuft ; but this talk 
having been fo v^ell performed by the ju- 
dicious Bowles, I (hall be exceedingly brief 
upon the fubjedt. Thefe voracious infefts 
commit the greateft devaftations in the 
fouth of Spain; and this proceeds, not 
merely from the warmth of the climate, 
but from want of cultivation, becaufe the 
females never dcpolit their eggs in arable 
land, but always in the dcferts. For this 
reafon Galicia, where agriculture prevails^ 
is little infefted with the locuft. 

Adanfon, in his voyage to Senegal, has 
given us a ftriking pifture of the defolation 
occafioned by a cloud of locufts which 
darkened the fun, and extending many 
leagues, in the fpace of a few hours laid 
wafte the country, devouring fruits, and 
leaves, and herbage, the bark of trees, and 

even 
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even the dried reeds with which the huts 
were thatched. 

Of the locuft tribe, Linnaeus reckons 
twenty fpecies. Thofe I have obferved in 
Spain are the Grylli Italici, diftinguiflied by 
the rednefs of their wings. Their jaw 
bones are ftrong, and dented like a faw. 
Their head bears a ftrikihg refemblance to 
that of the horfe, and this fiinilitude has 
been remarked in the whole genus. The 
found of their wings is faid to be like the 
noife of diftant chariots. 

They are not always confidered as a 
plague, being commonly feen only in the 
forefts ; but when the feafon has been pe- 
culiarly favourable for their propagation; 
when thefe rapacious infedts darken the 
air; when their aflembled hofts fall upon 
the rich paftures; when they rob the vines 
and olives of their foliage; when they de- 
vour the corn; when they enter the houfes, 
and lay wafte every thing before them, 
they are then univerfally regarded as the 
fcourge of heaven. As fuch they were 
confidered, when, for four fuccelTive years, 
from 1754 to 1757, they ravaged all the 

fouthern 



[ 208 ] 

fouthern provinces of Spain and Por- 
tugal. 

The defcription of this gloomy fcene, at 
Icaft of one fimilar to it, which a prophet 
has given us, is fcarcely to be equalled for 
beauty and poetic fire. He calls upon the 
people to lament, becaufe a nation, ftrong 
and without number, whofe teeth are the 
teeth of lions, had fuddenly invaded them. 
Then, turning to the heralds, 

" Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
found an alarm in my holy mountain. Let 
all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for 
the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh 
at hand : a day of darknefs, and of gloomi- 
nefs; a day of clouds and thick darknefs; 
as the morning fpread upon the mountains, 
a people great and ftrong : there hath not 
been ever the like, neither fhall be any 
more after it, even to the years of many 
generations. A fire devoureth before them^ 
and behind them a flame burneth. The 
land is as the garden of Eden before them, 
and behind them a defolate wildernefs, yea, 
and nothing fhall efcape them. The ap- 
pearance of them is as the appearance of 
horfes -, and as horfemen, fo fhall they run. 

Like 
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Like the noife of chariots on the tops ot 
mountains (hall they leap ; like the noife of 
a flame of fire that devoureth the ftubble; 
as a ftrong nation fet in battle array. Be- 
fore their face the people fhall be much 
pained : all faces fhall gather blacknefs. 
They fhall run like mighty men; they fhall 
climb the wall like men of war ; and they 
fhall march every one on his way, and they 
fhall not break their ranks ; neither fhall 
one thrufl another; they fhall walk every 
one in his path, and when they fall upon 
the fword they fhall not be wounded. 
They fhall run to and fro in the city; they 
fhall run upon the wall ; they fhall climb 
up upon the houfes ; they fhall enter in at 
the windows like a thief. The earth fhall 
quake before them; the heavens fhall trem- 
ble ; the fun and the moon fhall be dark, 
and the flars fhall withdraw their fhining. 
And the Lord fhall utter his voice before 
his army, for his camp is very great ; for he 
is flrong that executeth his word ; for the 
day of the Lord is great and very terrible, 
and who can abide it/' 

Joel, cap. ii. i — ii. 

Vox,. III. P Their 
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Their ufual refort is in the forefts, and 
in deferts, where they may iafely lodge 
their eggs without fear of having them 
difturbed. The female being impregnated, 
the male haftens to the river, and is drown- 
ed in the ftream. The female then de- 
poiits her eggs in the ncarcft uncultivated 
fpot, and protcdls them from the rain by a 
covering of glue. Having iiniihed this 
work, exhaufted with fatigue, (he drinks 
and dies. 

The eggs are. hatched in March, in 
April, or in May, according to the fituation 
and the feafon. When hatched, the af- 
fembled tribes continue together for about 
three weeks, till their legs, and teeth, and 
wings have acquired ftrength, after which 
they difperfe themfelvcs over the neigh- 
bouring country, and devour every kind of 
vegetable. 

When the provincial governors are in- 
formed, in fpring, that locufts have been 
feen, they colled: the foldiers and the pea- 
fants, divide them into companies, and fur- 
round the diftrift. Every man is furnifhcd 
with a long broom, witli which he ftrikes the 
ground, and thus drives the young locufts 
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towards a common centre, where a vaft 
excavation, with a quantity of brurti-wood, 
is prepared for their reception, and where 
the flame deftrovs them. 

A. D. 1780, three thonland men were 
thus employed at Zamora for three weeks; 
and it was reckoned that the quantity col- 
lected exceeded ten thoufand bufliels. 

A botanift, in the vicinity of AHcant, 
may have in that purfuit alone, full em- 
ployment for his time. On the mountains 
he will find the efparto rulh, junipers, 
pines, the cofcoja, rofemar)% thyme, mint, 
lage, lavender, many fpecies of the ciftus, 
and a vaft variety of plants too tedious to 
be enumerated. Thofe which ftruck my 
attention moft were the ciftus, the capei^ 
with its beautiful white petals and purple 
ftamina, and the Nerium Oleander. 

Without goijig twenty miles from the 
city, you meet with every climate of the 
temperate zone, either by afcending the 
mountains, or keeping near the fea. From 
this circumftance, the botanift derives the 
greateft advantages in the profccution of 
his favourite amufement. 

My principal objed: was the foffil king^ 

P 2 dom. 
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dom. With a view to that I examined 
mount St. Julian near the city. The fum- 
niit is calcarious freeftone, with cockles, 
beaked oyfters, and fome other bivalves. 
Under this lies a ftratum of gypfum, charged 
with fragments of flate, then calcarious 
rock, with foflil fhells. After this, near 
the level of the fea, is a ftratum of ihells, 
divided into an upper layer of fmall frag- 
ments; and one inferior to this, compofed 
entirely of fhells, moftly perfeft, and ce- 
mented together by broken fragments, yet 
unmixed with heterogeneous matter. Be- 
neath this comes a ftratum of pudding rock, 
fome loofe bowlder ftones, all calcarious, 
and a feW fhells. This ftratum is near to 
rtie waters edge. 

The rock, on which ftands the caftle of 
Alicant, is calcarious, and abounds in frag^ 
ments of foflil (hells ; but the Sierra to the 
north, beyond the vallies, evidently appears 
to be compofed of fchift. 

I was much furprifed to find in Mount 
St. Julian fuch difcordance in the (hells 
dcpofited in the rock at different levels. 
Near the fummit, the foflil bodies are bed- 
ded in the rock, and petrified themfelves ; 
but 
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bat near the kvcl of the fca they are looic* 
and appear fcarcely changed ; the former, 
as we have leen, are cockles, o\iler$, and 
ibmc other bivalves- the latter are, the 
area?, cnnei, bnccina, cafiides, cylindri, 
murices, cochleae, and pedenoides of Da 
CoAa, of which fpccies not one appears 
upon a higher level. I was the more for- 
cibly ftruck with this difference, at difierent 
levels, from a recoUcdion of the Hamp- 
/hire fbifils picked up under Hordwell 
Cliffs by Mr. Brander, and defcribed by 
Dr. Solander, compared with thofe to be 
foimd on the limeftone hills in the vicinity 
of Yeovil, of Shcrborn, and in Marfton Aloor; 
for in thefc may be obferved precifely the 
fame difcordance. 

Such fkdls, wherever they occur, as they 
may hereafter affift us in acquiring a more 
perfeft knowledge of the changes which 
have in remote periods, happened to the 
earth, fhould be carefully recorded. 

About two leagues from Alicant is a 
mountain, called Alcoray, in which the 
rock is calcarious, .charged with extraneous 
foflils. Here they have difcovered cin- 

P 3 nabar 
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niibar and red gypfam, which is perhaps 
coloured by the cinnabar. 

I fliall content myfelf for the prefeilt 
with having recorded fad:s : hereafter, when 
occafion offers, I fhall refer to them again, 
and perhaps raife fome theory upon them, 
if at leaft, in the mean time, a gentleman, 
who is infinitely better qualified to tre^t 
this fubje(5t, fhould not be prevailed upon 
tQ communicate his thoughts. Should he 
indulge the public with his Obfervations 
on the Deluge, we fhall then be happy in 
pofTefTrng a complete regifler of fafts, and 
may hope for fome confiflent theory, fuch 
as will fland the tefl of ages, and be con- 
firmed by every fubfequent difcovery. 

Of difeajesy the one mofl prevalent in 
this part of Spain is the intermittent fever, 
ariiing here, not from marfh miafmata, 
but from the quantity of melons znAfandias^ 
(a fpecies of cucurbitd)^ which the peafants 
eat, and from their hard labour, when ex- 
pofed to a fcorching fun. For this, in 
the beginning of the diforder, the patient 
is bled four times, and drinks lemonade \ 
after which, in feven, or at mofl in four- 
teen days, unlefs death fhould intervene, he 

wfually 
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ufually recovers. S^ouU any vilceral ob- 
flrudlions indicate, in the opinion o( the 
faculty^ luch treatment, the Peruvian 
bark is adminiilercd in iinali quantities, 
and is faid to complete the cure. This 
account I have tVom a phylician of the 
royal hofpital, who favoured me with a mi- 
nute relation of his theory and praftice in 
this difeafe. 

It is happy for the people that they have 
another fource of hope, under the various 
difcafes incident to the human frame, be- 
tide the (kill of their phyficians, a fource 
of hope that never fails them at any feafon 
of diftrefs. Thus, for inllance, St. Anthony, 
the abbot, fecurcs his votaries from fire; 
and St. Anthony of Padua delivers them 
from water; S. Barbara is the refuge of 
the timid in times of thunder and of war j 
St. Blafs cures difordcrs of the throat ; S. 
Lucia heals all difcafes of the eyes; St. Ni- 
cholas is the patron of young women, who 
defirc to be married; St. Ramon is their 
powerful proteftor during pregnancy; and 
St. Lazaro aflifts them when in labour ; S. 
Polonia prefcrves the teeth; St. Domingo 
cures the fever ; and St. Roquc is the faint 
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invoked under apprehcnfions of the plague. 
And thus in all difeafes, under every pref- 
fure of afflidtion, fome faint is acceflible by 
prayer, whofe peculiar province it is to re- 
lieve the objedl of diftrefs. 

In feafons of general calamity, when, 
not individuals, but the community is 
threatened w^ith peftilence or famine ; w^hen 
the ufual patrons are either deaf to their 
prayers, or have no power to affift them; 
public proceflions are appointed, and the 
SSma Jaz is exhibited to view. This moil 
facred relick, like its rival the SSmoJhdario, 
preferved among other valuable remains in 
the cathedral of Oviedo, is the exadl repre- 
fentation of the Redeemer's face, imprefled 
on the handkerchief of Santa Veronica> of 
which three only were produced. 

A learned jefuit Ji^s favoured the world 
with the authentic hiftory of this ineftima- 
ble treafure. Of the three impreflions, one 
is at Rome, a fecond is acknowledged to 
be at Jaen, and the third was for a time 
depofited at Jerufalem. This, at a feafon 
when perfecution raged, was fent to the 
king of Cyprus, and from that ill-fated ifland 
it fought refuge in a private chapel belong- 
ing 
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ing to the Pope. Here it refted for a time ; 
but having been fent to Venice, where the 
plague was raging, it acquired fuch repu- 
tation, that the Venetians were determined 
to retain it for ever in their city. The 
Pope reclaimed his treafure, and a cardinal 
was fent to conduct it back to Rome ; but 
in the mean time his holinefs having by 
death caufed a vacancy in the papal throne, 
the good cardinal made a prefent of 1^ 
charge to a chaplain, who was appointed 
curate of San Juan, in the Huerta of Ali- 
cant, and thither it travelled with him. 

This man, little knowing the treafure he 
pofleiTed, threw it carelefsly into a cheft^ 
and covered it with all his ftock of clothes ; 
but to his aftonifhment, when he opened 
the cheft, the facred image was at the 
top. Thinking, however, that his fervants 
might have placed it there, he again thruft 
it to the bottom. This happened thrice, and 
a third time, to his confufion, he found it 
on the furface. This wonderful event proved 
the revival of its fame; and from that 
period the fucceflion of miracles wrought 
by its fuperior energy has been unremit- 
ted. 

It 
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It happens unfortunately for this incfli- 
mable relick, that the face is much fmallcr 
than natural; whereas thofe of Jaen, of 
Oviedo, and of Rome, are all of the pro- 
per fize. But then it is remarked by the 
learned jefuit, that, according to the tcfti- 
mony of the reverend monks who perform 
the facred offices in the convent of Santa 
Clara, where it is preferved, the face does 
not always appear of the fame fize, being 
fometimcs indeed diminutive, but at other 
times vifibly as large as thofe of Jaen and 
of Rome. 

Of late there have been no authentic 
records of its averting either peftilence or 
famine; but in tlie year 1489, after a long 
drought, being carried in proceffion, re- 
frc(hing fliowers immediately fucceeded, 
and from that time it has been confidered 
as the richeft treafure of the Huerta. 

I am not fufficiently acquainted with 
the topography of the ancient city, with its 
chronology, or with the geography of the 
furrounding country, to fit in judgment on 
the hifliory of this learned jefuit, who ftates, 
that when, in the year 1489, the curate of 
S.Juan, in the Huerta, affifl:ed by two Fran- 

cifcan 
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cifcan friars, was carrying the SSmafaz to 
Alicant,^ he paffed a little ravin, called 
Lloxia, and made a ftand on a riling ground 
beyond it : but I am inclined to fufped: that 
he , did not recoUeft the fituation of the 
city at the time to which his miracle re- 
fers. I leave this matter, therefore, to be 
difcuflcd by others. 

Alicant flood formerly about a league 
further to the eaftward than at prefent, on 
the other fide of Mount S. Julian, not far 
from the cape de la Huerta, and the modem 
city, fo late as the year 1519, confifted 
merely of fix cottages ; but in three and 
forty years fubfequent to that period, one 
thoufand families had taken refuge in it 
from the ravages of the Algerines. 

All the ancient houfes in the Huerta, by 
their lofty and ftrong towers, evidently 
(hew how much were dreaded the depreda- 
tions of thofe pirates ; and the vaft increafe 
of Alicant proves the peace and fecurity its 
citizens have enjoyed under the protedlion 
of its caftle. Even fo late as the year 
1776, the Algerines invaded, like a flight 
of locufls, all the fea coafl of Catalonia, 
Valencia, and Granada, but they were foon 
repulfed, 

. I had 
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I had the curiofity to a(k Don Fraa- 
cifco Pachcco his opinion relpeding the 
failure of the Spanilh expedition ugainii 
Algiers. He was prcfent on that mcinor»' 
able day, and being both high in com- 
mand, and a confidential friend of General 
O'Reilly, he was competent to form a 
judgment of his condmft. The arma- 
ment confiiled of twenty thoufand men, 
with a ftrong fleet to cover them; but the 
boats were capable of receiving only eight 
thoufand men. The firft divifion, there- 
fore, was ordered to form upon the ftrand^ 
and to reft upon their arms till the whole 
force fhoidd be difembarkcd, becaufe the 
ilefign of the general was to move in co- 
lumiis, and to take poflcllion of a mountain 
which commai\ded the city of Algiers. 
This divilion made good its landing, and 
met with nothing to molcft themj but the 
commanding ofliccr, feeing the Moors af- 
fembled to oppofe him, yet not in force, 
impatient to gather laurels, inflead of halt- 
ing agreeable to orders, cried out, a cllas 
tniJhiJQ^t at thnn my Jons^ and rulhed for- 
ward to the attack. The enemy retire^, 
and he continued to purfue them till his 
n\en were harafled, and thrown into con^* 

fufiou 
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fufion by multitudes who lay hid behind 
camels, rocks, and buflies. 

The fecond divifion haftened to fupport 
the firft, but it was now too late, and the 
confufion becoming general, the comman- 
der in chief was obliged to order a retreat,. 
This he conducted with fuch fkill, that, 
embarking his troops in fight of more than 
a hundred and fifty thoufand Moors, he 
faved his artillery, and loft only four hun- 
dred and fixty men; a trifling lofs, when it 
is confidered that they had been fkirmifli- 
ing fourteen hours without intermifiiion. 

Had it not been for the rafhnefs of the 
officer who had the command of the 
troops firft landed, the city muft in three 
days have been reduced to aflies. 

On the teftimony of fuch a witnefs, I 
can neither doubt thefe fadts, nor the con- 
clufion which he drew from them ; for of 
all the perfons of rank, whom I had the 
honour to approach, I no where faw his 
equal for good fenfe, for firmnefs, and for 
probity. 

The higheft gratification attached to 
travelling is the pleafure of converfing 
with diftinguiflied charaders. This plea- 
fure 
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furc is fo great, that had I met with one 
only fuch as the governor of AHcant, I 
fhould have been well rewarded for the fa- 
tigues of a long and of a tedious journey. 
I think I never faw a brighter model of 
perfe6lion. Calm and recolledcd, he ap- 
pears always to command himfclf ; bold and 
intrepid, he makes the moft obflinate to 
obey ; yet fo mild and gentle are his man- 
ners, and fo much benevolence appears in 
his words and in his adions,that all but thofe 
who violate the laws, feel inclined to cul- 
tivate his friendship. As a knight of 
Malta, he has a rich comma ndery in a de- 
lightful fituation, where he might enjoy 
every gratification which this world can 
give, excepting that of being extenfively 
ufeful to mankind. For thi« reafon he 
choofes rather to continue in his govern- 
ment of Alicant, where he meets with 
contradictions and vexations at every ftep 
he takes, either for the improvement of the 
city, or for the eftablifhment of a regular 
police. His perfeverance, however, will 
{urmount all difficulties, and the latefl 
pofterity will blefs the remembrance of his 
name. 

In 
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In viewing fuch a charadler, one cannot 
help lamenting that he fhould be a knight 
of Malta, and therefore a ftranger to do- 
meftic comfort. Although a knight of 
Malta, he appears not infcnfible to the 
charms of beauty ; for fpeaking one day of 
the Andalufian women, of their perfons,. 
their gracefulncfs, and their animation, he 
remarked with feeling, that fuch fuperla- 
tive beauty was fufficient to turn a wife 
man's head, I quit with much regret the 
contemplation of fo amiable a character. 

The weights and mcajiires of Alicant dif- 
fer from thofe of other provinces. 

The quintal is four arrobas of twenty- 
four pounds each, and the pound is of 
eighteen ounces Spanifh, or nineteen Eng- 
lifh; confequently the quintal is two pounds 
heavier than our hundred weight. 

The vara^ of four palms, is very nearly 
equal to the Englifli yard. 

The cantaro is four azumbres, or thirty 
medias, and is equal to three gallons. It 
is ufed for liquids. 

The cahiz contains twelve barchillas, or 
forty-eight celemines, and is equal to fcvea 
bufhels and a half. 

Eight quartos are equal to nine farthings. 
8 The 
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The price of Provifions. 

firead — four quartos for fixteen ounces. 

Beef— ten quartos the pound of eighteen 
ounces now, but twelve years ago it was 
only fix quartos and a half 

Mutton — fixteen quartos and a half now, 
but at that period thirteen. 

Veal — ^feventeen quartos. 

Pork— eighteen quartos. 

Frefli fi(h — commonly eight quartos. 

Oil — nineteen quartos the poynd, but by 
the arroba thirty-three reals. 

A fowl, big or little, is fifteen quartos. 

Salt is twenty-eight reals the fanega, or 
hundred weight, at the Alfori, or the king's 
ftore; where an adminiftrator, a fiel medi- 
dor or meter, an efcrivano, and a vifitador 
or fupervifor, give attendance. 

The contract for provifions is made for 
fix years. 
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ALICANT TO VALENCIA^ 



JUNE 6th, I left Alldant. In the vale^ 
the only thing which ftruck my atten- 
tion was one of the Moorifh fountains; 
but as we afcended to a higher level, I be-i 
came mterefted in the ftrata. Here I faW 
what I had before conjefltired, that thefc 
high mountains are compofed principally 
of fchift, and that the fchift is capped with 
limeftone; yet fome of the ftrata are of 
gypfum. From thefe heights we defcend* 
ed to the rich valley of Montfort, which is 
watered by copious ftreams, and apparently 
well cultivated. The foil is light, and in 
their ploughs they employ one mule, yet 
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the land produces abundantly, oil, wine, figg^ 
grain of every fpecies, and barilla. The 
tomato and the capficum feem to be in 
great rcquefl. Montfort is four leagues 
from Alicant. ♦ 

After dinner, we proceeded five leagues 
more to Villena. The way chiefly pafllcs 
through a rude ifncultivated country, be- 
tween barren mountains of gypfum, which 
are altogether defer ted, and fit only for mo* 
numental croflcs. In a ravin, I obferved a 
little ftream, flowing over a bed of felenite, 
whofe margin is covered with iea-falt. 
Having paflicd the mountains, we entered 
the fertile vale of Elda, where vines, al- 
monds, figs, and olives, with wheat, maize, 
barley, and alfalfa, cover the wide expanfe. 
In the vineyards they were ploughing with 
two mules, but in the open field they uJfe 
a fingle afs. On the left, betweep Elda 
and Villena, is Sax, a village of two thbu- 
fand fouls, in a moil romantic fituation, at 
the foot of a fleep and rugged mountain, 
on the fummit of which is an old caille 
looking perpendicularly down upon the vil- 
lage, witli its adjacent plain. Having crof- 

a S^d 
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fed this plain^ we travelled between high 
rocks and mountains to Villena. 

VUlena is a coniiderable city» placed at 
the termination of a fierra, called S. Chrif- 
tobai. It contains two thoufand five hun- 
dred families^ divided into two parifhes^ 
with two convents for men, one for wo- 
men, a congregation of S. Philip Neri, d 
palace for the marquis its proprietor, and 
feveral other coniiderable edifices. On the 
adjoining mountain is a very ancient cafUe, 
formerly a place of ftrength, but command- 
ed by a more elevated mountain^ 

In this city are eftabliflied manufadlures 
of foap and linen, with many diftilleries for 
brandy. 

The public walks are very pleafant, and 
well laid out ; the fountains fend out copi- 
ous ftreams, and together form a rivulet 
by which the plain is watered. 

Thus plentifully watered, this extenfive 
plain produces wheat, barley, oats, rye, 
maize, leeks, onions, parfnips, alfalfa, hemp, 
vines, olives, figs, and mulberries. 

Near the city is a lake of fait, two 
leagues in circumference \ and at the dif- 
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tance of four leagues, a hill, cdmpofcd of 
rock-falt, is covered with gypfum. 

Provifions on the whole are reafonablc : 
beef being fold for fix quartos, or fome- 
thing under feven farthings, a pound of fix- 
tcen ounces; but mutton is worth fourteen 
quartos, or nearly four pence. 

In the pofada I obferved, that the win- 
downs have no kind of feftening; from 
which I colledt, cither that remarkable fim- 
plicity prevails, or that a watchful police 
reftrains the fallies of intemperance, with 
the depredations of confequent diftrefs. 

All the rocks in this vicinity are lime- 
ftonc, 

June 7th, at five in the morning, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey over the plain to 
Fuente la Higuera, leaving Almanza to the 
left, at the diftance of near a league. 

Bifliop Burnet is miftaken in the account 
he has given us of the famous battle of Al- 
manza. The fadt was fimply this : the 
duke of Berwick, anxious to bring on a 
decifive adion, fent two fpies into lord 
Galway's camp, under pretence of being 
deferters, with a report that the duke of 
Orleans was conducting from France a re- 
inforcement 
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inforcement of twelve thoufand men ; that 
in two days he was expe<5ted to arrive, when 
the two dukes, with their united forces, 
would compel the Englifh to engage. Lord 
Galway fell into the fnare, raifed the fiege 
of Villena, marched his army, April 14th, 
three long leagues, and in the middle of the 
day, with his fainting troops, attacked the 
duke of Berwick, who was calmly waiting 
to receive him. The event was fuch as 
might be well expefted ; for, by this ilra- 
tagem, the duke put the crown oi> the head 
of Philip, and, by his valour, he prcferved 
it there. 

The day after this engagement, the duke 
of Orleans, with only fourteen attendants, 
joined the victorious army, 

Fuente la Higuera^ a village of between 
two and three thoiifand inhabitants^ is iiuiit 
on a rock, furrounded by high mountains 
of lime-ftone, and looks down upon a fertile 
valley. It is not well cultivated ; yet fuch 
is the richnefs of the foil, that all the crops 
are good, and the trees are mojft luxuriant 
in their growth. Were it well watered, it 
-would certainly be more productive . 

This village belongs, with many \\\ its 
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vicinity, to the marquis dc dos AguaSj^ who 
names the magiftrates. 

When we left Fuente la Higuera^ we 
joined company with five men, who had 
the charge of fix horfes, all loaded with 
dollars, and bound for France, As foon 
as we had defcended to the plain, every 
man crofied himfelf, difcharged his mufket, 
then loaded his piece afrefh^^ and flun^ it 
by his horfe's fide. 

From this delightful plain we foon enter- 
ed a con traded valley, fhut in by lime-ftone 
rocks, where the profpedt changes at every 
ftep, AH the level fpots are covered with 
wheat, barley, oats, or maize ; the higher 
lands are allotted to olives, figs, or vines ; 
and the rugged moors, unfufceptible of cuU 
ture, are abandoned to rofemary, thyme, 
mint, lavender, and the lovely oleander, 
whilft lofty pines vary the fcene, and crown 
the moft elevated rocks. The road is lately 
finilhedj it is rounded, well ftoned, and 
perfedly ftraight. As we advance, dxe^d- 
jey widens, and we admire grov^ of al- 
garrobos, with olives and cxtenfivc vine- 
yards. 

Ou the left hapd we lopk up to the de- 



[ ^31 ] 

icJated convent and caftle of Montefa^ built 
for the military order of that name, A. D. 
13 1 9, by D. Jayme 2d, and ruined by an 
-earthquake, 23d March, 1748. 

This country is frequently convulied ; 
and it is remarkable that, previous to tlie 
fliock, the wells are all afFeAed, riiing and 
£dling fuddenly between wide extremes* 

At the end of every league we fee a neat 
cottage with its garden, the habitation of 
the guardia de camino^ whofe office it is to 
defend the traveller, and to mend the road. 
For this purpofe he is furniflied with pro- 
per amis and tools ; and for his pay he re- 
ceives five reals, or one {hilling, daily. 

About feven in the evening we arrived at 
Roblar^ and went to the pofada del rey^ a 
modern edifice, built by the king, well fuis 
mihed, and adminiflered on his majefty^s 
account. The beds are excellent, with 
paillafife, mattrefs, and fine linen. In the 
morning, when I drank my chocolate, they 
brought me a beautiful china cup and faun 
ccr, made at the royal manufadory of the 
buen retiro, in imitation of the French. The 
price of every thing is fixed, and the admi- 
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fiiftrator is remarkably attentive to his 
gucfts. It is, without exception, the moft 
comfortable inn I have met with in Spain. 
They have fourteen bed-rooms, a kitchen 
for the common carriers, a fpacious coach- 
houfe, and flabling for three hundred and 
thirty horfes, mules, and affes. 

From hence we look up to Xativa, er 
Saetabis, now called San Felipe, a city con- 
taining about ten thoufand fouls, with eight 
convents for monks, and two for nuns. 
This circumftance bcfpeaks the richnefs 
and beauty of the country. Indeed no val- 
ley can be more fertile than this extenfive 
plain ; the whole appears to be a garden, 
covered with the moft luxuriant herbage, 
bearing three crops in the year, and yield- 
ing wheat, barley, rye, beans, peas, ricc^^ 
maize, oil; wine, and filk, in great abun- 
dance. 

Xativa had the honour of giving birtli 
to Jofeph Ribera, better known by the 
name of Efpaiioleto. 

On thefe mountains we fee limcftone, 
marble, alabafter, and gypfum, of various 
j:olours. In the former, foffil-lhells are found. 

When 
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When we leave this plain, we again tra*- 
vcrfe the mountains, where we have occa«> 
lion to admire the patience and perfeverance 
of the Spanifli charadter. They are now 
making a new road, and feem refolved to 
keep it on a level, notwithftanding the in- 
equality of the ground over which they arc 
to pafs, not turning either to the right hand 
or to the left. If they meet with a deep ra- 
vin, they fill it up; if with a hill, they cut 
through it. I obferved them in one place, 
rather than deviate a little from a right line, 
cutting a wide pafFage through a limeftone 
rock for a confiderable way, to the depth 
of more than fifty fect» Their ambition 
fcorns all bounds; and, by their ftrenuoui 
exertions, they feem determined to remove 
every obflacle which can impede them ia 
their progrefs to abfolute perfeftioti. 

From the fummit of thcfe mountains we 
have an extenfive profped; and look down 
upon the rich valley of Valencia. 

Here I picked up fome beautiful red 
gypfum. Several veins of cinnabar Uavc 
been difcovered in this neighbourh^x^d in 
calcarious rock; but I do not mean V) iif- 
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fcrt that the gypfum is coloured by thig 
mineral. 

About four in the evening we arrived at 
Valencia, having travelled, in three days, 
twenty-fevtn leagues, or about a hqndred 
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THE fltuAtion of VulenciA In delight* 
Mt ttiid the country itiuiui it In «t 
perfbift garden, wAtcrtd by the Uuttdiilavitir, 
on the ban)t» of which the city Aandn. It 
it divided into fourteen paridieii, includh\|t 
the cathidrol, ttnd i« (Uid to contain a hun* 
dred thoufand Ihulii. On the Average of 
two yearit, A. D. 178a ftnd 1786, the imr" 
ria|(tt Nvere (ix hundred and eighty-one) 
the mrths two thouft^nd flx l\undred ) the 
bumhi two thtmllii^d ^v^ hundiisd mi 
twenty-five. The city is eviikntly Am^ 
rithing) andi were we to judge by the fi« 
turni to goverhiuet\t, we (Imuld be ihdined 
to think the pmgrefti In refpe^:^^ of popu* 
jfttioni fince the commencement of the pfe-» 
(ent etntni^yi hud been rnpld. In the w lole 
provlnet?! A^ 1). 1718, when the equivalent 
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Tras fettled, they reckoned fixty-three thoa-. 
fand feven hundred and feventy families, 
and two hundred and fifty-five thoufand 
fouls, A. D. 1 76 1, thefe amounted, when 
numbered for the quintas, or levies for the 
army, to one hundred and fifty-one thou* 
fand one hundred and twenty-eight famlies, 
and fix hundred and four thoufand fix hun- 
dred and twelve fouls, A. D, 1768, Count 
d'Aranda obtained an account from the bi- 
ihops of one hundred and feventy nine 
thoufand two hundred and twenty-one fa- 
milies, and feven hundred and fixteen thou- 
fand eight hundred and eighty-fix fouls; 
and now, by the laft returns, we may cal- 
culate them at one hundred and ninety-two 
thoufand nine hundred and feventy fami^. 
lies, becaufe we find feven hundred and 
feventy-one thoufand eight hundred and 
eighty-one fouls. In this province they 
reckon only four pcrfons to one veciho or 
mafter of a family. 

In a city like Valencia we naturally ex- 
pedt to fee many convents : they are indeed 
numerous, being no fewer than forty-four, 
nearly divided between the monks and 

nuns. 
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mm, Iklidc theic, we liJid ten churches, 
bcloiiging to congregations, collegeii, and 
holpituls. 

TJie ftrcL*t« are narrow, crooked, and not 
paved I yet they are clean, and therefore 
healthy. 

The principal buildings are, the cathe- 
dral, the convents, and the univerfityi of 
which the former, without coniparifon, is 
the moft worthy of attention. It is of 
Grecian architcdurei light, elegant, and 
highly finilhed, more efpecially in the 
dome, and in fix of the larger chapeU. 
Altogether I never faw a more pleafmg 
ftru\^urct 

Near to the entrance, the firft chapel to 
the right, oppofite to the high altar, is de- 
dicalid to S. Sebatlian, This contains a 
good pldlurc of the faint, by Pedro Orr- 
hentc of Murcia. Next to this, when you 
have palled the entrance to the chapter- 
houfe, ia the chapel de la comunion^ with itJii 
cupola and three altars. Similar to this are 
the chapels of S, Francis of Borja, of S- 
Pafqual, and of S. Thomas. The fonner 
of thcfe is elegantly fitted up by the coun- 
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tcfs of PcnafieU who, as dutchcfs of Gait- 
dia» owes peculiar reverence to S. Francis, 
once the lord of Gandia, and now its pa- 
tron. The cro& iles have each four altars, 
and maflive nurble pillars. Behind &e 
great altar, eight little chapels, decorated 
with marble columns, contribute much to 
the beauty of this edifice* To the north, 
the church is fitted up in much the &mo 
manner as wc defer ibed it in the fouth; 
an4 round the choir, in twelve recefles, are 
twelve altars, making altogether fifty-four 
altars, at mod: of which incenfe is daily 
offered. 

The great altar, thirty feet high by 
eighteen wide, is filver; and the image of 
the BlefTed Virgin, fix feet high, is of the 
iame precious metal : the workmanfhip of 
botli is admirable. On the altar, in eight 
feveral compartiments, are reprefented, in 
bold relief, as many facred fubjedts, exe- 
cuted by the beil mafters who lived at the 
clofe of the fifteenth century. Thefe are 
proteiSed by folding doors, of greater value 
for their paintings than the altar itfelf for 
the filver it contains. The fubjedts are 
twelve J fix on the outfide, and as many 

on 



f 239 ] 

on the infidcy the produdion of Francis 
Neapoli, and of Paul Are^o. 

In the lacrifty, I faw a maffive fcpulchre 
of filver gilt, defigned for the reception of 
tlK hoft on good Friday; a magnificent 
throne and canopy of filver, far Eafter Sun- 
day; and, of the fame metal, two cuftodias^ 
one with Corinthian colmnns, and images of 
the two patron faints; the other, twelve feet 
high, widi a gold border, innumerable 
gems, and a little image of S. Michael the 
archangel, compofed entirely of brilliants^ 
This was added to the treafures of the 
church in the year 1452. 

All the beft piftures are difpofed of ia 
the facrifty and chapter-houfe. Thofe by 
the canon Viftoria, and by Vergara, are ex-« 
cellcot; but the moft beautiful, and little 
inferior to Raphael'^, are many by Juanes ; 
more efpccially his Holy Family, in the 
chapter-houfe, and his Ecce Homo, in a 
chapel of that name. 

Among the relics, thofe held in the 
highefl eflimation are, many thorns of the 
Redeemer's crown ; the curious cup in 
which he drank at his laft fupper ; and a 

wretched 
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xv«tclied pidurc of the BlefTcd Virgin, 
painted by S. Luke. 

The revenues of this church are confi- 
denible. The archbifliop has one hundred 
and fixty thoufand pefos, or twenty-four 
thoufand pounds a year ; feven dignitaries 
have each from eight to fourteen hundred 
pefos; twenty-fix canons, ten ledhirers, a 
mafler of ceremonies, chantors, afliftants, 
&c. to the number of three hundred, are all 
well provided for. 

Whenever the nation (hall be reduced 
to the neccflity of doing as the French have 
done, what amazing wealth, now ftagna* 
ting and ufelefs, will, by circulation, be- 
come produdiive ! 

- After fatisfying my curiofity in the 
cathedral, with the edifice, the treafiires, 
and, above all with the paintings, I 
afcended the tower to take a view of the 
city and of the furrounding country. The 
profpeft is extenfive, and highly interefting. 
You look down upon a vale plentifully wa- 
tered, wooded, and well cultivated, adorn- 
ed with a rich variety of orchards and of 

corn-fields; yot, from the numerous habi- 

• 

tations. 
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taiioAs, appearing like one continued vil- 
lage. To the caft, yoU fee this valley open 
to the iea, but bounded in every other di- 
itdtibn by didant mountaihfi. 

In the convents I found fome good pio« 
tureSi more cfpecially in the following: 
in the two Carmelites, the Capuchins, the 
l!)ominicahs, Francifcans, Augufllnes, the 
convent allotted to the nuns of Jerufalem, 
and the congregation of 3. Philip Neri. In 
thefe, the urtills whofe works are moft 
worthy to be admired are, Jacinto de Efpi-* 
nofa, Juan Bautifta Juancs, FraAcifco Ri- 
balta, Don Jofeph Ramirez, Vicente Vic- 
toria, a difciple of Carlo Maratti, with ma- 
ny others, all natives of Valencia. In the 
church of San Juan de Mercado, the roof 
is painted in frcfco by Palomino, who was 
lilcewiTe of Valencia. The famous Supper 
of Ribalta is in the college of Corpus 
Chrifti. 

This femlnary is worthy of attention, 
not merely for the pictures, which are 
beautiful, but for the library, which is well 
chofen, confidering the age in whicfi the 
patriarch of Antioch lived. He fini(hed his 
college in the year 1 604. and all the books 

Vol, IIL R were 
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jcfty. (22d Dec. 1786.) The profcffors 
arc feventy, viz. feven for the languages^ 
including Latin» Greeks Hebrew, and Ara- 
bic; four for the mathematics^ compre- 
hending arithmetic, algebra, geometry, me- 
chanicSi hydroflatic8, optics, aftronomy, and 
experimental philofophy. In philofophy, 
including logic, metaphyfics, moral philo- 
fophy, and phyfics, three permanent and as 
many temporary profcflbrs. In this branch 
they take father Jacquier for their guide. 
For medicine, with chemiftry, they have 
eleven profeiTors; fix permanent, the other 
five changed at the end of three years. In 
this fciencc they have adopted the befl mo- 
dern authors, fuch as, Beaum^, Macquer, 
Murray, Heifter, Boerhaavc, Home, Van- 
Swicten, and CuUen's Pradtice; but unfor- 
tunately, they have overlooked his beft per- 
formance, which, without a quefllon, is the 
Synopfis Nofologiiu Methodical j and they 
appear not to be acquainted with the works 
of Hallcr and of Guubius. Like the medi- 
cal fchool at Edinburgh, they have a clini- 
cal ward, vifited daily by the fludents, and 
clinical ledures given by the profcflbrs, 
Bciide thefe, with lingular liberality of fcn« 

timentj, 



timent, they permit the profeflbrs to take 
what bodies they think proper from the 
hofpital, to be dilfcdted by their furgeons. 

For civil law, for canon law, and for ec- 
clefiaftical difcipline, ten permanent pro- 
feflbrs are appointed, with nine ailiftants, 
who are chofen for a time, and changed in 
rotation every year. 

Eighteen profeflbrs, of which eleven are 
permanent, teach theology, including ec- 
cleflaflical hiftory, and what they cull the- 
ologia efcolaftico-dogmatica, 

Thefe Icfturcs begin the firfl: of Ofto- 
bcr, end the lafl: of May, and are interrupt- 
ed by as few holidays as the catholic reli- 
gion will admit of. 

During the month of June, all the ftu- 
deats are publicly examined in the lefturts 
they have attended the preceding year ; if 
approved, they receive their matriculation, 
and pafs on to a fnperior clafsi if not ap- 
proved, they continue another year in the 
fame clals, and being then found deficient, 
they are expelled the univerfity. To ex- 
cite their emulation, prizes of books and 
money are propofed, and difl:ributed at the 
end of the examination, to thofe who have 
made the greatefl: progrefs in the fciences. 

R 3 To 



f 244 3 

jcfty. (22d Dec. 1786.) The profeffors 
are feventy, viz. feven for the languages^ 
including Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and Ara- 
bic; four for the mathematics, compre* 
hending arithmetic, algebra, geometry, me*- 
chanics, hydroflatics, optics, aftronomy, and 
experimental philofophy. In philofophy, 
including logic, metaphyfics, moral philo- 
fophy, and phyfics, three permanent and as 
many temporary profeffors. In this branch 
they take father Jacquicr for their guide. 
For medicine, with chemiftry, they have 
eleven profeffors; fix permanent, the other 
live changed at the end of three years. In 
this fcience they have adopted the befl mo- 
dem authors, fuch as, Beaum^, Macquer, 
Murray, Heifler, Boerhaave, Home, Van- 
Swieten, and Cullen's Pradtice; but unfor- 
tunately, they have overlooked his befl pfit- 
formance, which, without a queflion, is the 
Synopfis Nofologias Methodical; and they 
appear not to be acquainted with the works 
of Haller and of Gaubius. Like the medi- 
cal fchool at Edinburgh, they have a clini- 
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cal ward, vifited daily by the fludents, and 
clinical ledtures given by the profeflbrs. 
Befide thefe, with fingular liberality of fen- 

timent* 
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ttmen^ they permit the profeilbrs to take 
what bodies they think proper from the 
hoijpital, to be difledted by their furgeons. 
For civil kw, for canon law, and for ec- 
cleliaftical difcipline, ten permanent pro- 
feflbrs are appointed, with nine affiftants, 
who are chofen for a time, and changed in 
rotation every year. 

Eighteen profeflbrs, of which eleven are 
permanent, teach theology, including ec« 
cleliaftical hiftory, and what they call the- 
ologia efcolaftico-dogmatica. 

Thefe leftures begin the firft of Ofto- 
ber, end the laft of May, and are interrupt- 
ed by as few holidays as the catholic reli- 
gion will admit of. 

During the month of June, all the ftu- 
dents are publicly examined in the lectures 
they have attended the preceding year ; if 
approved, they receive their matriculation, 
and pafs on to a fuperior clafs; if not ap- 
proved, they continue another year in the 
fame clafs, and being then found deficient, 
they are expelled the univerfity. To ex- 
cite their emulation, prizes of books and 
money are propofed, and diftributed at the 
end of the examination, to thofe who have 
made the greatcft progrefs in the fciences* 

R 3 To 
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To graduate^ if in arts, the ftpdent muft, 
for a bachelor's degree, have obtained two 
xnatriculas, that is, he muft have attended 
ledures two years, and mud, at the public 
examination, have been twice ap{>fOved; 
and to be mafter of arts, he ma& have 
gained three matriculas. In divinity and 
law, after four matriculas, he may claim 
his bachelor's degree; but to be dodor, 
he muft have gained five. For the ba« 
chelor's degree in medicine, he muft have 
attended the medical claifes five years, 
and five times he mud have paflcd his 
examinations. After this he muft prac- 
tife two years in the hofpital before he 
can be admitted to his laft degree. This 
certainly is an improvement on the plan 
purfued at Edinburgh, where three years 
ftudy, or rather three years attendance on 
the ledures, and a flight examination, is all 
that is required for the degree qf dodor. 
In Valencia, the candidate for this degree 
is privately examined by the profefTors. 
After this, if approved, he performs public 
exerciies, and fubmits to a fccond exami- 
nation. The profefTors then enter the cha- 
pel, and give their votes in private. If 
thefe are favourable, they proceed to exa- 
mine 
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Ihine him once more in public, and if he 
acquits hiihfelf to their fatisfadion, it is 
finally determined by vote that he fhall be 
honoured with a degree. 

l^he candidates for profeflbrfhips form a 
diftinO: and feparate clafs, and to be admit- 
ted into this, a man muft have gained a 
certain number of matriculas in every fcC- 
ence which can be ufeful in his line, and 
muft pafs a fevere examination, both in 
pubHc and in private.' Thus, for inftance, 
in medicine, to be what they call opojitor^ 
that is, to be admitted into the clafs of 
' thofe who may be hereafter candidates for 
a vacant chair, whether permanent or tem- 
porary, he muft have obtained two matri- 
culas in Greek, two in mathematics, and 
*©nc in the mechanics ; he muft defend a 
thefis, and be examined in every branch of 
medicine, by three cenfors at leaft, both in 
public and in private. After the examina- 
tion, the cenfors with the re6tor enter the 
chapel, and having fworn before the ahar 
to judge impartially, they decide by ballot 
whether the candidate be qualified or not. 
If all his exercifes meet with their appro- 
bation, he is publicly received, invefted 

R 4 with 
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^ith the enfigns of his order, and immcdir 
ately takes his feat among the profeflbrs of 
the univerfity. 

From this clafs alone all vacant chairs 
are filled ; and from the opofitors are taken 
the correAors of the univerfity prefs. Whil^ 
thus employed they receive a falary. When 
% chair is vacant^ it is filled by oppofition ; 
that is» it is given to him, among the com- 
petitors, who, upoq a, flridt examinationt 
is judged to be moft worthy of it, 

The falaries arc moderate. The redtor 
of the univerfity has thirty pounds a yearj 
the vice-reftor, fifteen. The permanent 
profeflbrs have in general forty pounds a 
year, but the profeflbrs of chemiftry re- 
ceive fixty; the anatomift has fifty for fa- 
lary, with ten for thirty difle^lions ; and he 
who gives Icdtures on the practice of medi- 
cine is allowed feventy-five. The tempo- 
rary prpf?flbrs, twenty-four in number, re- 
ceive no mpre thaq fifteen poun4s per an- 
num. 

This cftabliihmcnt being in a ftate of 

infancy, it has been thought expedient to 
offer premiums to the profefTors who ex- 
cel. After twelve years unremitted ap- 
plication 
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plication to the duties of hit offic«t» if 
finy one ihaU write ulefuUy on the fci^ 
ence of which he is profellbr, he x% to re* 
ceivc an additional penlion of ten pounds i 
and i£ after twenty years, he (hall produce 
any valuable work^ he will be entitled to 
an additional })enlion of twenty poundai^ 
but ihould he coti^pofe an improved iyAeiP)! 
fuch as may be ufefuHy adopted in his clafs^ 
he will be entitled to a penfion for life of 
thirty pounds a year, in addition to the for^ 
mer« on condition that he refigns his pro«> 
perty in that work to the community. 

The profits of the univerfuy prefs are 
deiigned»in the firfl place, to compo(e a fund 
pf three thoufand pounds* Of the furplus 
produce, fixty pounds a year is to be re- 
served for purchafing books, after whicj^ 
the refidue will be equally divided every 
fourth year between the rertors, profciJbr^ 
librarians, and corredlors of the prefs. 

Their library contains many thoufand vo - 
lumes, moilly modern and well cholcn, iUl 
collected by D. Francifco Perez Bayer, and 
prefented by him to this univerfity, At 
his table at Madrid 1 had frequently niyt 
the re^or^ and was therefore happy in re- 
newing 
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ncwing our acquaintance at Valencia. He 
did me the honour to conduct me through 
the library, and {hewed me a valuable col- 
ledion of pidures in his own apartments. 
They are principally the works of the beft 
mafters of Italy and Florence ; but amohg 
them he has fome capital perfohnances of 
Juaties. 

The redlor is a man of profound learn- 
ing, and very zealous for the advancement 
of fcience in his community. For this 
purpofe he undertook a journey to Madrid, 
and to him muft be afcribed all the fecent 
regulations, with the incomparable plin of 
ftudy lattd down in the royal cdidt to which 
I have referred. Thefe do much ci*edit to 
his undcrftanding, and if carried into exe- 
cution, will make this fcminary one of the 
mofl refpedlable ift Europe. 

Bcfide the library of the univerfity, four 
galleries in the archbiihop's palace are de- 
voted to the fame purpofe, and contain 
thirty-two thoufand volumes, among which 
are many modern publications in every 
branch of literature. The rudiments of 
this colleftion, at the expulfion of the Je-» 
fuits, about the year 1759, confifted only 

of 
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of their fpofls; but the worthy prelates, 
who have been honoured with the croficr 
in this cit)% have fwelled the catalogue by 
the addition of not a few among the many 
valuable produ£Hon;| which have appeaa\l 
m Europe fincc the commencement of the 
prefent century. 

Should literature revive in Spain* I am 
inclined to think it will be at Valencia, 
'Men of genius are not wanting there j and 
whenever they (hall take the pen, no prclk 
can do more juftice to their works, than 
the one eftablifhcd in that city. Who- 
ever has had an opportunity of feeing a Vii- 
luable work of Francis Perez Bayer on the 
Hebraeo- Samaritan coins, printed by Mont - 
Jbrt, will agree with me in opinion, that no 
nation can boaft of a fuperior work. 

Jn traverfing the city, to view whatever 
was moft worthy of attention ; confidcring 
its flourifhing condition, and the opulence 
of the citizens, whether merchants, manu- 
fadurers, cccleliaftics, the military, or gen- 
tlemen of landed property, i was ftruck 
with the fight of poverty, of wretched nc Is, 
and of rags, in every ftreei. The uofpirio, 
gv general workhoufc, proviUcL fur two 

huiidied 
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hundred and twenty men, one hundred and 
fifty boys, two hundred and eighty women, 
and ninety girls, who are all well fed, well 
clothed^ well lodged -, yet the city fwarms 
with fturdy beggars. I fufpedled, however, 
what I found to be the cafe, that the eccle- 
fiaitics diftribute money, and that the con* 
vents adminiiler bread and broth every day 
at noon to all who make application at 
their gates. This circumilance will fuffi- 
ciently account for the multitude of mifera- 
blc objedls, who in Valencia, as in all places, 
bear exad proportion to the undiftingui/h- 
ing benevolence of wealth. When in health, 
the moil lazy can never be in want of 
bread ; and when ill, they have an hofpi- 
tal always open to receive them. Should 
the indolent and vicious be inclined to 
abandon their offspring, the fame hofpital 
will provide for the helplefs infant a. cradle 
and a grave. 

I took an account of the patients and 
foundlings of the preceding year, ending the 
^ift of December, 1786. 

Of the peafants and common people, 
they received in the general hofpital four 
thoufand eight hundred. Of thefe, three 

thoufand 
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t]iou£uid nine hundred and twent3r-fix weAt 
out, two hundred and thirty-^five remained* 
and fix hundred and thirty-nine died* 

Of the.military, eight hundred and ninety 
entered, feven hundred and eighty-two went 
out cured, eighty-one remained, and only . 
twenty-feven died. 

The foundlings were, three hundred and 
thirty-two, and of this number there died 
one hundred and fifty-nine* 

Thus we fee, that of the military, one out 
of thirty-three died in the hofpital ; but of 
the common people, nearly one in fcven. 
The difference arifes from this circum- 
fiance, that the lower claffes arc hurried 
away to the hofpital, when near death, to 
fave the expence of burial. 

Of the foundlings, little Icfs than half 
die within the year. 

One eftabUQiment deferves die highcfi; 
commendation ; it is a mc^nle piop or bank^ 
for the aiUftance of farmers, v/ho ^c un- 
able to purchafc feed. For this k/or* they 
pay no intertil, the funds being f^ru^iLcd 
from the tjpdi^^i j ^acanus of tht churchy 
that is firon the effede of metiopi/lLtai;^^ 
decealtd, and £^Qm vacaiit hs:jji^^t^^ 

Such 
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Such an inftitution for the promotion of 
agriculture^ and for the encouragement of 
induftry, confidering the poverty of famKrst 
and their univerial want of capital^ is cer- 
tainly politic and wife. From the fame 
funds in Galicia, fifliermen are provided 
with boats and nets* 

No city in Spain pays more attention 
to the arts than the city of Valencia* The 
public academy for painting, ftatuary, and 
architedture, is well attended, and many of 
the pupils feem to be rifing up to eminence. 

To have good defigners is of the laft 
importance to their manufaftures of filk, of 
porcelain, and for painted tiles. 

The filk manufafture is the moft impor- 
tant, becaufe the moft natural to the foil 
and to the climate. A. D. 171 8, they 
reckoned no more than eight hundred 
looms, but by taking off oppreffive taxes, 
trade advanced, the manufadlure flourifhed, 
an4 before the year 1740, the weavers 
amounted to two thoufand. (v. Reftableci- 
miento de las Fabricas por D. Bernardo de 
Ulloa.) In the year 1769, Don Antonio 
Ponz reckoned in the city no fewer tfian 
three thouiand one hundred and ninety-five 

* loomst 



loomSjL including pne hundred and fcvcll 
ftocking frames^ ajid in the whole province, 
three thoufand four hundred and thirty-^ 
feven; Which required fix hundred and 
twenty-two thoufand two hundred and fifty 
pounds of filk. The trade is ftill increafing; 
and a gentleman engaged in it aflured me, 
that they have now five thoufand filk looms, 
and three hundred ftocking frames. Their 
filk is thirty per cent, cheaper than it is in 
France, yet they are not able to meet their 
rivals fairly in the market. 

At Alcora, in the neighbourhood of Va- 
lencia, a manufa(flure of porcelain has been 
fuccefsfully eftablifhed by Count d'Aranda, 
and deferves encouragement. I was much 
pleafed with their imitation of gilding. It 
is very natural^ and the manager informed 
me, that after many years trial it was found 
to be durable. 

I was moft: delighted with the manufadlurr 
pf painted tiles. In Valencia, their bcft'a- 
partments are floored with thefc, and are re- 
mark^ible for neatnefs, for coolnefs, and for 
elegance. They are ftronger, and n^uch 

■ 

more beautiful, thaa thoXe wc formerly re** 
ceived from Holland. 

The 
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*rhe commerce of Valencia is confidera^ 
i>lc. My much refpedled friend, the Abb^ 
Cavanilles, flates the produce of this fertOe 
province, A. D. 1 770, to have been fixty- 
five millions of livres, or £. 2,708,33^. vi^* 

livfci. 

Dates * * •• 300,000 

Figs*, 60,000 quintals, a. 8 -» 480,000 
Flax, 30,000 ditto, a. 50 • 1^500^000 
Hemp, 25,000 ditto, a. 40 - 1,000,000 
Oil, 1 00,000 ditto, a. 45 - 4,500,000 
Raifins, 60,000 ditto, a. 10 - 600,000 
Rice, 140,000 load, a. 37 - 5,180,000 
Silk, 2,000,000 pound, a. 15 30,000,000 
Wool, 23,000 quintals, a. 40 920,000 
Wine, 3,000,000 cantaros, a. 

l5fol8 - - 2,250,000 

Corn, fuch as wheat, oats, 

maize; oranges, lemons, al« 

monds, pot-aih, carobs, efpar- 

to, fait, honey, fiib, &c. &c. 1 8, 270,000 

65,000,000 



In this account I am inclined to think 
the brandy is omitted, as it is certainly too 
confiderable to be included in one of the 
ct ceteras. The quantity exported amounts 

commonly 
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commonly to feven or eight thoufarfi^pipcr^ 
moft of which comes to us through Guern* 
Cey M French brandy. 

The filki according to Bernardo \Vard» 
11 little more than one million pounds. 

The ufual exports from Valencia are, 

EJ^to rufli, three or four cargoes for 
Italy and France. 

Figi^ two cargoes. 

Hemp^ only to Carthagena fur the fleet* 

Rai/ins, fifteen fliips loaded with two 
thoufand quintals each. 

fFinet three or four thoufand pipes. 

fFoo/, about thirty thoufand arrobas for 
Languedoc and Genoa. 

Sf/k goods for America, one million two 
hundred thoufand pounds weight. 

But raw filk is not at prefent allowed to 
be exported, leil the price llxould be ad-» 
vancedi to the detriment of the manufac- 
turer at homo. The confcqucnce of this 
abfurd prohibition is, that, 

I ft. Great quantities are carried out by 
the illicit trader, whenever lilk is wanted 
cither in France or Portugal. 

ad, The French have greatly increfifcd 
their plantations of mulberries in Langue-*. 

Vol. in. S doc. 
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doc. "fte Italians and Pwtti^ildi? fcilM? 
dbne the (ame in their doMittibhs. Eveti 
the king of PrufTia, in Sifefid, his ktfely iA- 
troduced this bntnch tf hufbandfy, ind 
cherifhed it with fuch attention, thlt in dife 
year 1783 the produce was eleven thoa&nd 
pound weights. 

3d, The quantity produced in Spain isf 
not only lefs, but the quality is worfey and 
the price to the manufefturer at hemtis 
higher thin if the ports were open, and Ae 
trade were free. The ma^dm^ on which'dicf 
Spaniards have proceeded, was. laid down 
By Colbert, when he put reftraints upon 
the trade of corn, with a view to rfendef 
provifions cheap, for the fake of manufac- 
tures. But experience has proved the folly 
6f that expedient ; for the jEnglifh, by per-, 
ifxitting the exportation of grain, increafed 
the quantity, funk the price, and brought 
the market nearer to a par. Previous to that 
period, wheat varied in its price between 
wide extremes, from fixteert guineas of our 
money to three (hillings a quarter. Or in 
old money, from a fhilling to five pounds 
twelve. In proportion as liberty was grantr-^ 
«d to this commerce, die average price 
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of corn was found to fink^ and the markets 
have been more regular* 

The m^irquis 4e la Enfenada, A. D. 175 2, 
permitted wheat, barley,, rye, and maize, to 
pa]^ freely from one province to another ; 
and in 1 774, M. Turgot, whofe namp will 
be h&<i i^ everlafling rememberance, granted 
the fame liberty to France, The confe- 
quence was equally beneficial in both king- 
doms. But notwitbftanding their expe- 
Tieflce in the article of g^ain, all the nations 
of Europe, even d^e ^loiS; enlightened, hav€ 
hii eontraifbed views, and by their impo- 
litic reftrk^tions have done the grcatefl; in- 
jury* to ngriculture, to manufadhires, and 
to commerce. A iagacious writer on poli«^ 
tical oeconomy has well obferved, that mo- 
dern ftates appear fekiom to think of more 
than one dafs of their fubjedts at a time, 
and generally of the wrong clafs. For in 
prohibiting an export^ tJbey tinnk only of the 
buyers at borne ^ whereas they ought then to think 
^ the fellers there i and in prohibiting an 
import, they think only of the feller at home 
and forget the buyers ; the very reverie of 
which ought to happen; becauie, when 
the private fagacity of the fubjedl has taught 
him that he can make a gain in any fale, 

S 2 ©r 
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or a faving in any purchafc, the ftate ought 
to facilitate his operations, which, in pro^ 
portion to the extent of the concern, would 
produce a balance in favour of the country. 
It fhould always be remembered, that dbe 
demand creates the produce. 

The immediate efFefts of permitting the 
free exportation of filk would be to raiie 
the price; but then the increafe of price 
would reflrain the exportation, and by the 
encouragement thus given to the pro- 
ducer, tend to increafe the quanti^, and 
thereby ultimately to fink the price, till 
every thing had found its proper level. 
When the queftion ij5 between the opera* 
tions of agriculture and manufactures, 
Spain (hould never hefitate ; but ihould by 
all means give the preference to the for- 
mer, as rnofl beneficial to the ftate* 

No country, as far as pofitive injunc- 
tions can avail, has taken more pains to 
promote plantations of all kinds, but efpe- 
cially of mulberries, than Spain. By a 
royal edift, dated in the year 1 567, com- 
ntiflioners were authorifed, with their al- 
guazil and efcrivano, to make a progrefs 
through the country, and to compel, by pe* 

- - naltiesy 
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naltics^ corporations to plant, in a time li- 
mited, their mountains and their waflrells, 
and private people to make hedge- rows, 
{ippointing both the kind of trees and the 
diftance at which they (hould be planted. 
But no provifion being made for nur- 
feries, for fencing, and for watering the 
tcndjer plants, the country ftill continues 
deftitute of trees. Indeed the national pre- 
judice is fo ftrpng againft them, as har- 
bouring birds, and the vexations to which 
they fubjedt the owners of the fpil are fo 
many, that few, people arc inclined to 
plant* Viiitors are appointed to watch the 
proprietors, and no one is permitted to cut 
down, even a decayed mulberry -tree, with- 
out a fpecial licence. Should he tranfgrefs, 
and take one for any domeftic purpofe, he 
muft bribe and feaft the viiitors, ox he will 
be fubjedt to prolecution and a fine. 

In the royal edift for the regulation of 
plantations, publiflied A. D. 1748, are the 
Xubfequent provifions : 

§ 2. Intendants, in their regiftcrs, fliall 
fpecify the number of trees of all kinds }n 
their feveral diftrids. 

§ 5. They fhall regiftcr th« heads of fa- 

S 3 milies. 
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milics, and caufc each to plant' annuail^ 
three trees. 

§ 1 5. The miniftcr of the marine (haB 
vifit perfonally the feveral diftridls, and ex-- 
^mine the condition of thefe trees. 

§ 20. No tree fhall be cut down for 
fewel> without a certificate from the efcri- 
vano of the village that the tree is dead. 

§ 23. Intendants fhall regulate the price 
of wood for fewel. 

§ 30. No proprietor (hall prefume to 
cut any tree for building or repairs, with- 
out pcrmiffion from the intendant. The 
written petition for this end muft fpeciffr 
the quantity required, and the purpofe fbr 
which it is folicited. 

» 

§ 31. The petition being directed to 
the fub-delegate of the intendant, (hall by 
him be forwarded to the juJHcia^ and hav- 
ing received from the court a certificate 
that the allegations are true, and pointing 
out the moft proper place for felling the 
number which is needful, (hall give per- 
miflion for the fame, on condition that the 
proprietor fliall plant three for one. 

Spanifh filk, from its inequality, is not 
in fuch requeft as that of other kingdoms; 

' yet 



jftA for £m^ pttrppfc^ |t j^nfwers yiery well. 
I^i^r tbi$ re%^ pur jjqipprfation h?s co^m- 
jBP^nly beeR tfiflipg* a?jd fcarc^y worthy of 
attention. In the ye»r 1779, it aniounte4 
^nly to forty-fojir I)Qttnds and one- third, and 

4^ oeafj yew to fixty-five. But 4. P. 
,17^2 w^ toojk fipffii ih?i» 5y« hundred ap4 
'ifiwlynone pounds and ©fl? thirid, and thic 
ncact yftar one thouJ^d threes li^ndred apd 
thirty-nine pounds^ aft^r wljkli, fpr three 
ycars^ we receive np o^re; butip the year 
1784, we fupplied them with fix dioufand 
three hundred and fix pmmi^s of raw filk ; 
'and four years after, we fent thepi five 
ihouTand kvcn hundred pounds of ^rown 
filk, receiving from them in fpturn three 
hundred and ninety-three pound? r^^w, and 
one hundred and forty-one tbr<>wn. 

The quantity of wrought filX^ they took 
firom us, on the average of fix y?arSj j^qtfx 
1783 to 1788 inplufive, as it appears by 
our cuftom-^houfe books, was, in piepcgopd^, 
one hundned and fixty-fix pounds, in ho^ 
five hundred and feventy-eight poundj^p 
mixed with inkle three hundred and feventy- 
nine pounds, and witii worded on^ thoufand 
five hundred and fix pounds. Their predi-^ 

S 4 Tedion 
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leAion is certainly in favour of the Frencfaj, 
whq» in point of tafte, may with juftioe 
claim the preference. Formed on this 
model, by the affifbmce of their newly in- 
ftituted fchool for painting, and with due 
encouragement from the Economical So- 
ciety, the Vakncian weavers muft improve, 
and may be in time competitors with thofe 
of Lyons^ who at prefent appear without a 
rival in the market. 

If we may believe Bernardo Ward, time 
vms, when Spain produced and employed 
in her own looms ten million pounds of 
filk / whereas at prefent (he produces little 
more than one inillion, half of which is cx- 
pof'ted raw. 

• The muiierry of Valencia is the wJUu^ 
as being rapft fuitable to a well-watered 
pTain. In Granada they give the preference 
to the i/acif as thriving well in elevated 
ftations, as more durable, more abundant in 

« leav^, an4 yielding a much finer and more 
valuable lilk. But then it does not begin 

•bearing till it is about twenty years of age. 
In this province they reckon, that five 
trees fhould produce two pounds of filk. 
I bad the curiofity to exambe their me- 
thod 
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thod of feeding the filk- worms in Spain* 
Thcfc induftrious fpinners are fpread upon 
wicker (helves, which are placed one above 
the other, all round, and likewife in the 
middle of, each apartment, fo as to leave 
room only for the good woman to pafs 
with their provifions. In one houfe I faw 
the produce of fix ounces of feed, and was 
informed, that to every ounce during their 
feeding feafon, they allow fixty arrobas 
of leaves, valued at two pounds five. Each 
ounce of feed is fuppofed to yield ten pounds 
of filk, at twelve ounces to the pound. 
March 28, the worms began to hatch; and. 
May 22, they went up to fpin. In the in- 
termediate fpace, on the eleventh day, thay 
flept ; and on the fourteenth, they awoke to 
eat again, receiving food twice a day till 
the twenty-fecond day. Having then flept 
a fecond time, without interruption, for 
three days, they were fed thrice a day, and 
thus alternately continued eating eight days 
and flceping three, till the forty-fevcnth 
day; after which they eat voradoufly f 
ten days, and not being ftinted, o 
fometimes from thirty to fifty 
four ?ind tvycnty hour$. They t 
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up into rofenury bufhes, fixed for that 
purpoie between the fbelves, and began to 
ipin. 

Upon examination, they appear evidently 
to draw out two threads by die iame ope<- 
Tation, and to glue thefe together, covering 
tiiem with wax. This may be proved by 
fpirit of wine, which will diflblve the wax, 
and leave the thread* Having ^xhaufted 
her magazine, the worm changes her form, 
and becomes a nymph, till on the ieventy- 
firft day, from the time that the little ani- 
mal was hatched, when ihe cornea Ibrth 
with plumage, and having found her matt, 
4j^ins to lay her eggs. At the end of fix 
^ys from this period of exifttnce, having 
anfwered the end of their creation, they both 
lie down and die. This would be the na- 
tural progrefs; but, to preferve the filk, the 
animal is killed by heat, and the cone^ 
being thrown into boiling water, they begin 
winding off the filk. 

Silk- worms, in clofe rooms, are much 
|ubje<3: to diieafe; but in the open air, as in 
China, they are not only more healthy and 
mor^ hardy, but make better filk. It appears 
to be precifely the fame with d^m, as with 

* the 
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^le fick confined in hofpitals^ or foundUngk 
ihut up in work-houfes. For this reafon 
the ingenious Abb^ Bertholon recommcndi 
procuring from China fome of the wild 
^Ik-worms, and leaving them in the open 
air, protected only by a ihed from rain* 
He is perfuaded that the race might thus 
be made fo hardy, in ptDcedi of tirne^ as to 
iurvive all the variations of the icaibns. 

In China, they have three kinds of filk^ 
worm, two living on the leaves of the aib 
and of the oak; the third, thriving bed on 
a {pedes of the pepper*tree, called £igara, 
whofe filk, remaikabk for ibength, wg(hc§ 
like Imeiiy and is Jiot a^ to be gtea/ed. 

The progress of this article of luxury in 
Europe, aficer it had been infipdaced bom 
Afia by two monks, who broo^ womts 
to Conibittjnof^ was very flow^ That, 
and m Gfeece, it oootiooed little ootiotd by 
the reft of Europe, £eodi the year 5^1 of 
die duiftian xra, till Roger XL kiog cf Si' 
dty, p3bged Athens, A. D. 1130^ and 
brou^ii £lk'Woans to Pakmw^ From 
thence they '%'eire fpcedily conveyed tQ itiif 
and Spdtu; but, tdi the teigm lof Q^uem 
EEnbesh^ filk^fladu^ wese wakaomn m 
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England; and with refped to Scotland, there 
.is in being a M S. letter from James VL 
to the Earl of Mar^ requeuing the loan of 
a pair, in which the Earl had appeared at 
^oort, bccaufe he was going to give au« 
dience to the French ambaf&dor. 

Silk is certainly the moil confiderable 
article produced in the province of Valencia, 
being nearly equal to all the reft together, 
•and, if properly encouraged, would yield 
inexbauftible treafures to this kingdom. 
No one, who has feen the Spaniards on the 
.&a*coaft, can think them lazy; and as for 
ibil, for climate, and for local advantages, 
few countries^ if any, can be compared to 
this. 

The knd in this fertile valley never refts; 
for no iboner is one crop removed, than 
die farmer begins to prepare it for another. 
They plough with one horie, and never 
. attempt any thing more than to pulveriie 
•the foil; for which purpofe their imple- 
ment is admirably calculated, confidering 
that they move the earth eight or ten timqs 
a year. -In this kind of hufbandry they 
. have neither occafion to turn the fod, nor 
^ tiipe to let it rot, and .tlierefore could de- 
rive 
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rivt no tdytntage from the coulter^ the fifi^ 
and the mouldboard of our ploughs. 
Wkilft I WAS psfling through the valley^ 
and in my excarfions round the city^ I ob- 
ferved them earthing up their maize with 
hoes Itrger than our common fpades. This 
inftrument is well adapted to their foil, 
their culture, and their crops. In this ope- 
ration they work hard, and make difpaCch. 

The beds, into which they divide the 
land, are very large, and perfectly flat. The 
water covers the whole furface, ilagnates 
for a few days, and is then difchargcd. 

To (hew the exceeding fertility of this 
vale, I ihall fubjoin a concile dcfcription of 
the crops, with rcfpcC^l to the time of Tow- 
ing and of reaping, which will point out 
their fuccefllon, and I (liull give the me- 
dium produce of wheat, barley, oats, In- 
dian corn, and rice, in proportion to the 
feed. 

If^heat is put into the ground the begin- 
ning of November, and is reaped the middlt 
of June, when they obtain from twenty to 
forty for one. 

BarUyii fown in October, and in May they 

receive 
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secelve fiom eighteen to twtntj four ht 

one. 

Oats are in the ground from the niddk 
of October to the middle of June, and jidd 
from twenty to thirty for one* 

Maize follows the baiiey, as the fecoDd 
crop in the fame year, and with a laTOiir- 
able feafon gives, at the end of Odober, a 
liundred for one. 

Rice^ commonly fown about the firft of 
April, is tranfpknted in June, and in Odo« 
ber rewards the &rmer • forty fold in pro- 
portion to his ieed. 

Garbanzos (the ciccr of Linnanis) arc 
drilled about the month of Januaiy, and 
come off the ground the latter end of June. 

Guifantes (pifum fativum) occupy thi 
knd from September to April and iVby. 

Beans may be put into the groimc^ ei- 
ther early in the autumn, or in the begin-^ 
ning of the year. 

Hemp feed is fcattercd <mi the knd in 
April, and is cleared about the middle of 
JnlT. 

The intermediate crops arc, cabbages^ 
cauliflowers, carrots, parfnq>s,Freoch beans, 
keks, garliciv, onions^ turnips^ artichoke^, 

tomatos,r 
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dbmatos, lettuces^ capficumst cu(iina3|)CfS| 
melons, four fpecies of the calabaza (cu^ 
6urbita iaginaiia) and fandias (a fpeci^ 
iSceWife^^bf cttcurbita) with a variety cff 
4r<;uftenu/ ^whafe nanies r do not occur .ta 

r 
^W^ -•-•/■rf- ,■ 

» • • . • 

'i'huSy ?<rith a warm fiin, plenty of water^ 
tnd!a fieti choice :of crops, fuited to evecjUf 
ftdfbh of ihe year, the grateful earth repays 
Utitt l^bttr of the hulbandman at leaft 
threfe times \A the courfc of twelve or thir-i 
tetn months. 

The rock, wherever it appoars. in this 
i^icimty> is calcarious. At Picaccnte, two 
l€a^;ue(i^fr€)tn the city, clean, chalk abound^; 
Limeftone an4 good marble are procured 
from all the mountains j and it is worthy ta 
be AOtked> that Mn Bowies diHovered 
qilickfilVef^ in calcarious rock, bodi hcrt 
and nciarto San Felipe. How far the conn 
neAkm hoWs between thefe fubfluzces in 
otlier coiintries I am fk)t competent iafay; 
but 16 Spa'm;^ I conceiv^ .tKynnsftanccias 
been kno^^il^ bf cinnabar, "d^t&cr iiingta^ 
or In fehift;- ^ - >...■.,-■ u / A^z 

Th^ ' recotjunendationi with> which*4Ckximt 
Florida^ BlaiMia was pieced- ^^Mb^nm 

w?is 
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trat to the Duke of Crillon, governor ami 
captain general of the province. Under 
hk protedion I could not be othcxwiie 
than happy. I had accefs to him at all 
hours, (^ed with him ahnoft every dqri 
and when hcf was at leifure» I enjoyed ^ 
pleafure of his converiation ; bat when 
bufinefs called for his attention^ he turned 
me over to the ladies. Here I met with 
the principal people of Valencia^ who were 
either invited to his table in the middle of 
the day, or frequented the tertulk in the 
evening. 

Among the remarkable charaders I 
met with at the palace, the moft fingular 
was a little boy under training at a convent 
for the pulpit, who was fent for, that I 
might have an opportunity of feeing him. 
fie was not more than twelve years oC 
age ; yet his judgment, memory, and ima- 
gination were fo mature, that without any 
fpecial preparatioo, he was able to expa- 
tiate with propriety on whatever fubjeA 
wu propoied to himi and fuch were his 
natural powers as an orator, that his pe- 
riods were harmonious, his expreffion ner- 
vous,* bis delivery graceful, and l)is argur 

ments 
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nients well chofen. Although the room 
was filled with genteel company, he was 
riot abafhed ; nor did his attention appear to 
be diftradted by the variety of objedts and 
amufements in which they were engaged. 
Upon enquiry, I found that the fathers of 
his convent, perceiving him to be a boy of 
lirigular abilities, had taken infinite pains 
with his education. 

The favourite amufement of the duke is 
Whift; but as he had never more than one 
table, the vifitors in general joined in con-, 
verfation. This was much more agreea* 
ble than the cuftom of fome Spanifh fa- 
milies, to make all their company fit down 
at one long table to fpend the whole even- 
ing at fome game, that gives no employ- 
ment, either to the memory, the judgment, 
or to any one of the mental faculties. The 
game they ufually adopt is lottery. 

Whenever any remarkable perfon came 
to the tertulia, the duke had the goodnefs 
to prefent me. to him. As an ecclefiaftic, 
I v/ifhed to be introduced to the archbi- 
fliop, but he was not in town : he lived re- 
tired in the country. My curiofity was 
excited ftrongly by the various and difcor- 

VoL. III. T dant 
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dant characters given me of this prelate 
by thofe to whom I had applied for infor- 
mation. Some defcribed him as a good 
fort of man, but rather too fevere ; others 
rcprefented him as a monk, fecluded from 
the world, audere in the extreme, and per- 
fectly a mifanthrope. 

No fooner had I mentioned to the duke 
my defire of being introduced by a letter to 
this prelate, than he obligingly engaged to 
do more than I requefled; for he fent over, 
made an appointment to fpend a day with 
him at his country feat, and conveyed me 
thither in his carriage. 

In the way we pafled through Burja- 
fot, where the Romans had their fubter- 
rancan granaries. Thirty-fevcn of thefe 
ftill remain, and are filled with corn for 
the ufe of the city. 

When we arrived at the archbifhop's 
homely habitation, he received us with po- 
litenefs, and I was delighted to find in the 
good old man all that eafe and affability, 
that mildnefs and gentlenefs of manner, 
which became his dignity and age. Far 
from being morofe, he was cheerful and 
engaging in hi? converfation, uncommonly 

fenfible 



t 271 ] 

fenfibie and well informed. Being fond df 
0:u(fy> he avoided the interruptions inevita- 
ble in fuch a eity as Valencia ; and, as a 
tnan of uncommon piety^ he courted foli- 
tude; yet he was attentive to all the duties 
bf his office^ and occafionally entertained his 
friends. In a word> he appeared to me 
prccifely what a bifliop ought to be. 

As we returned^ converfing with the 
duke on the fatisfadlion I had received from 
this fhort acquaintance with the archbifhop^ 
he confirmed my ideas of his character, and 
Well accounted for his having been repre- 
fented by fome as uncommonly fevere; 
This prelate, confidering Valencia as a com- 
mercial city, had oppofed the conftrudtion 
(Of a theatre> becaufe he thought both the 
didipation and the expence attendant on 
the diverfions of the ftage, unfriendly to 
the profperity of trade. The duke him- 
felf feemed inclined to favour this opi- 
nion; at leaft he agreed to compromife 
the matter, and inftead of being eftabliihcd 
in the city, he fufFered the players to pitch 
their tents on the fea-fide, at the village 
of the Gras, within a moderate diftance from 
Valencia. 

T 2 Thither 
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Thither the duke had the goodnefs to 
carry nic, with his dutchefs and his amiable 
daughter. The theatre is a fpacious edi- 
fice, conftrufted like a barn, but covered 
only with cfparto mats, which, as they 
have no need to be afraid of rain, is fully 
fufficient for the purpofe. The company 
was genteel, and the aftors were by no 
means contemptible. They reprefented that 
afternoon the Deluge, in which the devil 
was the principal character. The piece it- 
felf was highly ludicrous; and when the 
curtain dropped, the devil, with a daughter- 
in-law of Noah, at the requeftof the dutch- 
efs, concluded the whole by dancing a fan- 
dango. 

Under fuch powerful proteftion as that 
of the duke of Crillon, who, in authority 
and ftile of living, is little lefs than viceroy, 
I faw every thing to the greateft poflible 
advantage. This was peculiarly ferviceable, 
when the knights of the Royal Maeftranza 
celebrated a feftival in honour of the infant 
don Antonio. Of thcfe knights, four com- 
panies, confifting of the principal nobility, 
are eftablifhcd in the four cities of Gra-. 
nada, Seville, Ronda, and Valencia, e§ch 
diilinguiihed by a peculiar uniform. Like 

the 



the feudal barons, they are bound, with 
their vaflals, to attend the king in per- 
fon when he goes to war. Their military 
•cxercife is derived from remote antiquity. 
On this feftival they aflembled in a fpacir 
ous area, inclofed for the occafion ; at the 
upper end of which was the pifture of the 
fov-ereign, behind a curtain. The knights, 
mounted on beautiful and high bred Anda- 
lufian horfes, marched in order to the pic- 
ture, the curtain was withdrawn, and in- 
ftantly every fword was brandished in the 
air. Having thus paid their honaage to the 
fovereign, they performed, with furprifing 
regularity, their various evolutions, in the 
fame manner and form as was done at 
Aranjuez. This being accompliflied, they 
prepared themfelves for other feats of acti- 
vity and fkilL For this purpofe, an image 
of Minerva, placed near the gallery in 
which the ladies were aflembled, held one 
riband, w^hilft another, oppofite to this, 
with a bunch of flowers, was fufpended 
from the beak of an eagle* Things being 
thus arranged, each of the knights, clap- 
ping fpurs to his horfe, and forcing him to 
full fpeed, directed the point of his wel| 

T 3 poifed 
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poifed lance with fuch addrefs^ that few of 
them failed to pierce both ribands at their 
firft attempts. After this atchievement, 
twice performed by every knight^ they- 
again repeated their evolutions, faluted the 
picture of the king once morCt the curtain 
was drawn, and all retired in the fanie or- 
der in which they had arrived, with trum- 
pets, kettle-drums, and martial tpufic. 

This being the feftival of St. Anthony of 
Padua, in honour of the day, and 2^ a com^ 
pliment to the infant don Antonio^ who is 
bermano mayors that is, grand mailer^ or 
prefident of this military order, his lieute- 
nant, don Antonio Salabert^ gave a refrejco 
in the evening. 

The company confifted of fix hundred, 
felefted from the higheft claiTes in Valen- 
cia. The gentlemen were affembled in one 
room, in the other the ladies fat arranged 
in order, like tulips in a garden* As I had 
the honour to attend the captain general, I 
partook of his peculiar privilege, and, with 
him, paid a vifit to the ladies. I^ was a 
pleafing fight. They were all in gala^ ma- 
ny of them elegantly drefled, and adorned 
in a fplendid manner with pearls, with gold^ 

and 
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and with the moft coftly gems. When 
they had been for fome time affembled, fer- 
vants entered, firfl with a variety of ices ; 
then, after confiderable intervals, with cakes 

* 

and chocolate ; and finally, with cold wa- 
ter. * The ladies were all firft ferved, then 
the gentlemen partook of a fimilar refrefco. 
By the time that thefe had finifhed their 
refrefhment, it was more than midnight, al- 
tliough we had affembled early in the evening. 
The fervants then retired, a band of mufic, 
vocal and inftrumental, entered, and per- 
formed a little opera, written for the occa- 
fion, called Peace between Mars and Cupid. 

Such refrefcos are given by people of 
high fafhipn on their nuptial day; and fuch 
a one was given by the brother of count 
Florida Blanca, whilft I was at Madrid; 
but as I had not the honour to be prcfent 
on that occaiion, I felt the higher fatisfac- 
tion in the fight of this. 

After I had been fome days at Valencia, 
at the carneft requeft of the duke, I vifited 
a friend, for whom he had a particular 
efteem, in order to determine a difpute be- 
tween the attending phyfician and a young 
chirurgeon, who occafionally faw him. As 

T 4 the 
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the latter was under the immediate protec- 
tion of the duke, it was partly with a view 
to fave his credit, that I was defired to 
give my judgment on the cafe. The duke, 
therefore, conveyed me in his carriage to 
the habitation of his friend, and the young 
chirurgeon joined the party. The patient 
complained of a cough, accompanied with 
fpitting; and the queftion to be deter- 
mined was, whether the difeafe were phthi- 
lis, or merely a catarrh ? 

My enquiries were confined to the ufual 
fymptoms of a hedtic ; and not finding, 
from the account the patient gave me of 
himfelf, any one of thefe, I did not hefitate 
to pronounce him free from phthifis, to 
the fatisfadion of the duke, and the no 
fmall triumph of the chirurgeon. 

But when I returned, towards the clofc 
of day, I had reafon, from the increafe of 

• • • • 

fever, and from the charafteriftic flushing 
of his cheeks, to think that he had, to 
obtain a favourable opinion, concealed ma- 
ny of his fymptoms. I requefted, there- 
fore, that I might have a conference with 
his phyfician, and was happy to find that 
he had exprefled the fame defire. When 

wc 
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we had the fatisfaftion of meeting the next 
day, in the prefence of his patient, he di- 
reifted his difcourfe to me in Latin, and 
with the greateft fluency gave me the hif- 
tory of this difeafe, which began with pleu- 
rify, and was in its progrefs attended with 
a remittent fever, night fweat«, and the 
other charadleriflic fymptoms of a heftic. 
It was then too clear that the patient had 
deceived himfelf, and that the meek and 
too eafily brow-beaten phyfician was well 
founded in his diagnofis. He thanked me 
with expreflions of humility for giving him 
the meeting ; but he evidently wanted fpi^ 
rit to enjoy his triumph. I found him mo- 
deft, yet fenfible, and, for a Spanifli phy- 
fician, well informed; that is, acquainted 
with the works of Boerhaave, but not with 
modern publications. 

I have obferved in general, that the phy- 
ficians, with whom I have had occafion to 
converfe, are difciples of their favourite 
doctor Piquer, who denied, or at leaft 
doubted of, the circulation of the blood. 
Yet they begin to get acquainted with the 
names of Van Swieten, Hoffmann, Sau- 
VAge, Gaubius, de Haen, and CuUen. They 

have 
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have indeed laboured under the grcateft 
difadvantages in their education, and in the 
want of encouragement when they entered 
upon pradlice, receiving little money, and 
Icfs honour, in the way of their profeflion. 
In their medical claflcs they had no diflec- 
tions, no experiments in chcmiftry^ and 
for botany they were unacquainted with 
Linncus. Thefe defefts will now b^ re* 
mcdied. But even in th« prefent day, the 
fee of the phyfictan is, two pence from the 
tradefman, ten pence from the man of fii- 
/blon, and nothing from the poor, Some 
of the noble families agree with a phyfician 
by the year, paying him annually fourfcore 
reals, that is, fixteen (hillings, for his at- 
tendance on them and on their families. 

They all acknowledge that the monks 
are more liberal than people of the firft fa- 
ihion, more efpccially if confidence and fc- 
crefy are needful. 

In point of honour, no clafs of citizenq 
meets with Icfs refpcdl than the phyficiartsi 
but in proportion as the nation ihall ac- 
cjtiire wealth, they will rife up in confe- 
quence, and be regarded with eftccm. 

Of one thing, which in Spain is re- 
quired 
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quired from chirurgcons and phyficians, I 
Jiave never been able to find any one whp 
^ould give me a fatisfadtory account. Be- 
fore they enter into their profeffion, they 
^re obliged to fwear, that they will defend 
the immaculate conception of the BlelTed 
Virgin. This requifition is the more ex- 
traordinary, becaufe that point is not uni- 
verfally agreed upon, even between catho- 
lics themfelves> yet many centuries may 
pafs before the medical tribe will be freed 
from this unreafonable impofition. To give 
due weight to the fancSion of an oath, every 
country ihould purge away thofe which are 
become obfolete, but more efpecially fuch 
as are univerfally regarded as abfurd. 

Converfing with feveral phyficians in 
this part ot Spain, who have made ufe of 
the cicuta with manifeft advantage in cafes 
of glandular obftructions, I was led to a 
conjefture, that the virtues of this plant 
depend much on the foil and climate in 
which it is produced. In England, as I 
imagine, the beneficial effedts have not an- 
fwered the expectations raifed by the report 
of the adventurous phyfician, by whom it 
was firft recommended to the notice of the 

world. 
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world. Something fimilar is found in 
Spain; for in the province of Valencia, 
the cicuta has been given fucqefsfully for 
tumors fuppofed to be cancerpus; wherea? 
about Madrid they have derived no advan-: 
tage from its ufe; and it has been'obfcrved, 
that in Cailille, the cicuta i^ aromatic, 
fweet, and free from every naufepus quar 
lity; but in Valencia, and all along the 
eaftern coaft of Spain, it is fetid and loath- 
fome, aflefts the head, and, in large dofes, 
proves a pow^erful emetic. We may rea- 
dily conceive that, where the fenfible qua- 
lities are fo various and difcordant, the me- 
dical eflfed:s cannpt perfectly agree. The 
phyficians on this coaft increafe their dofc 
from a few grains of the extract up tp half 
an ounce. 

The air and climate of Valencia would 
be highly beneficial to the Englifh in a va-» 
riety of cafes, more efpecially for nervous, 
hyfterical, and hypocondriac diforders, fop 
/battered conftitutions, and for thofe who 
fuffcr either by a redundancy, or a fuppref-r 
fion of the bile. Thefe would find the 
oranges and grapes moft powerful deter-j 
gents 5 and every article of fopd, whether 

. animal 
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auiinal or Vegetable, being light and cafy of 
digeftion, the moft delicate ftomach would 
never feel opprefled. In our ifland thefc 
patients fufFer by humidity; but in Valen- 
cia, fuch is the drynefs of the air, that fugar 
and fait may be conftantly expofed without 
con trading the leaft fign of moifture. 

As a winter's refidence, and throughout 
the fpring, no city can be more delightful 
than Valencia -, and I believe few cities can 
boaft of more agreeable fociety. Had I 
fought amufement, I might ha(^e had in- 
trodud;ions to as many pleaflmt families avS 
a ftranger could wifli to cultivate ; but as 
infonnation was the firft objedt of my pur- 
fuit, I confined myfelf chiefly to the duke 
of Crillon's, where every diftinguifhed cha- 
rafter reforted, and to M. Thomas Vague '5, 
from whom, as well as from his amiable 
nephew, don Jofeph Boneli, I was certain 
of receiving the moft accurate accounts of 
every thing relating to the agriculture, ma- 
nufad:ures, and commerce of the country. 
Had the count de Lumiaris been at Icifurc 
to beftow updn me more of his converfa* 
tion, my happinefs at Valencia would have 
been complete. 

The 
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The government bf Valencia is not dif- 
tinguifhed from that of other provinces* 
The captain general prefides in the civile 
criminal^ and military courts, and the in- 
tendant has the fole authority in matters of 
fiilance. The city is governed by its own 
corregidor, aflifted by two alcaldes mayores 
and twenty-four regidors, with four depu- 
ties from the commons, and two fyndics. 

The court of the inquifition has three 
judges, with a nuncio extraordinary, and 
twenty- two fecretarios del fecretOy who are 
paid out of the confifcated efFe<fts of per- 
fons condemned by their tribunal. 

The taxes are heavy in Valenciai Every 
thing entering the city, even cloths made 
at Madrid, and filk for the manufafturesi 
and all commodities without diftindtion^ 
pay eight per cent, upon their value. But 
the province at large is free from fome op- 
prenive contributions to which other pro- 
vinces continue fubjeft, paying fix hundred 
twelve thoufand and twenty- eight pefos, or 
oinrety-one thoufand eight hundred and foui' 
pounds, as an equivalent for 'the provincial 
rents, purveyance, and forage for the army^ 
with the royal monopolies of brandy and of^ 

fait. 
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fait. To this commutation may be in part 
attributed the profperous condition of the 
whole kingdom of Valencia. 

This city was formerly opprefled by the 
nobility; but after the rebellion of 1520, 
when all the nobles were expelled, and 
thirteen regidors were chofen from the 
commons to render impartial j uftice ; al- 
though in this conflict the commons were 
ultimately fubdued^ and had the mortifica- 
tion to fee all their leaders either flain in 
the field of battle, or by the^ hands of the 
executioner fuffering cruel torments and 
an ignominious death ; yet from that period 
their tyrants were impreifed with terror, 
and became cautious how they fhould re- 
kindle a flame, by which they themfelves 
had nearly been confumed. 

They have at prefent little more to alk 
than freedom to their commerce. With 
this, and with a certainty that the peace 
and proteftion they enjoy, fhall not be fub- 
jeift to the caprices of a weak fovereign, or 
of a wicked minifter, Valencia would fooa 
be ranked among the moft commercial ci- 
ties of the continent. 

7 The 
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I'hc weights and meafurcs of this prd^ 
vincc differ much from thofe received in 
other parts of Spain, The vara is longer 
than that of Caftillc; twelve of the former 
being equal to thirteen of the latter. Thcif 
cclcmincs bear the fame proportion. 

In agriculture, nine pahiis make a iraza, 
and twenty brazas, equal to forty-one va- 
ras, make the cord with wliich they mea- 
fure land. Two hundred fquarc braxas 
make a fanega, and li.v fimcgas, equal to alx>ut 
half an acrc^ make a cahizada. Six cahizadas 
make a yugada. 

In corn mrafuir, the cahiz contains 
twelve barchilhts^ or forty-eight crlcviifics. 

The carga of wine contains iiftcen ^;r- 
robaSf or cantaras, and is equal to lixty 
azumbresy but the carga of oil is only 
twelve arrobas. 

The pound confifls of twelve, fix teen, 
eighteen, or thirty-fix oudccj;, according to 
the article in quellion, whether bread, fre(h 
fifli, fait fifli, or batcher's meat. In like 
manner, the arroba may he of tliirty, of 
thirty-two, or thirty- fix pounds, each 
pound being twelve uuaiccs. 

When 
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When I was about to leave Valencia, I 
enquired the price of provifions, which I 
found to be as undermentioned, the pound 
being of thirty-fix ounces. 

Beef, twenty quartos ; veal, twenty-fix. 

Mutton and pork, thirty- fix. 

Bread, four quartos for fix teen ounces. 
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VALENCIA TO BARCELONA. 

WHEN I was making arrangements 
for my departure from Valencia, 
an amiable young friend, Don Jofeph Bo- 
neli, was fo polite and attentive as to offer 
me his company, and a place in his car- 
riage, as far as Morviedro. This offer I 
gladly accepted; yet I quitted, with much 
regret, a city in which I had enjoyed the 
moft agreeable fociety. 

June 21, we fet forward on our journey. 
In the way we examined a (lately edifice, 
called the convent de los Reyes^ eredled and 
endowed by the laft Duke of Calabria for 
his monument, and as a provifion for fixty 
monks, who are bound to fay mafs daily 
for the repofe of his foul. For this fervice 

they 
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^ey have an ample recompenfe, enjoyiiig a 
revenue, by their own confeflion, of twenty 
thoufend pefos, equal to three thoufand 
pounds, a year, but fuppofed to be confider- 
ably more. 

Their convent is truly magnificent- the 
marble pillars are moft beautiful ; their pic- 
tures are many of them excellent, painted 
chiefly by Juanes, Ribalta, and Zarinena; 
The treafures of their church are far removed 
from mediocrity; but that which is moft 
worthy of attention is a coUedtion of ma- 
nuscripts, tranfmitted to the founder from 
his remote progenitors,, confifting of two 
hundred and fifty volumes in good prefer- 
vation, and highly illuminated^ like the 
beft of the old Roman miffals. They are 
chiefly the works of the fathers^ with many 
of the claflics, among which is an elegant 
copy of Livy, in five volumes folio; the two 
firft in Latin, the others in Italian. 

At the diftance of about three leagues 
from the city is Puzol, where the archbi- 
fhop has a celebrated garden • Wc turned 
afide to view it, but were much difappoint-^ 
ed in our expectations. In the infancy of* 
fcience^ this humble attempt deferved com- 
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mendation ; but in the prefent day it had 
little to attrad attention. 

All the way from Valencia to Morviedro, 
the lower lands are watered, and produce 
much filk, wheat, barley, maize, and ak&l£^ 
with a variety of leguminous plants. The 
higher lands are fhaded by the algarrobo, 
the olive^ and the vine. The whole coun- 
try is well inhabited, and fcarcely can you 
travel half a league without pafling through 
a village. 

Morviedro is a confiderable city, con^ 
taining five thoufand one hundred and 
tweoty^fix inhabitants, who are Grangers 
to manuHidures, and depend altogether £ot 
fubfiflence on the produce of the foil. The 
commerce of this city is chiefty in oil, rai« 
fins, wine, and brandy. The wine is deli- 
cate, and far from dear. Mr. Thomas 
Vague delivers it aboard at fifty-four poibs 
the ton, which is forty fhillings and fix 
pence the hogfbead. To make one hog- 
shead of brandy, they commonly diAil feur 
hoglheads of ordinary wine, and when dif- 
tUled to what is denominated Holland's 
proof, it is fold for exportation at two 
pounds feventeen fhillings the hogihead. 

The 
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The antiqmties of Morviedro^ formerly 
Saguntunot have been often and well 4e-> 
fciibed by others. They are in a ftile of 
ivLch magnificence^ diat even they who have 
no tafte. for antiqaides, as fadi» muft be 
pleafed with thefe. 

The theatre, vail: in its dimenfions, and 
capable of receiving near ten thoufand peo^ 
pie, is hewn out of the rock, and commands 
a moft extcnfive profpeft of the fubjaccnt 
country, vv4uch is bounded by the fca. 

Afccnding to the fummit of the moun- 
tain, and looking to the fouth, the eye is 
ravifhed with the fight of Valenc^i {landing 
like a queen f^irrounded by her fubjeds. 
The villages appear to be innumerable, and 
all the intermediate country is one continued 
garden. 

June 22, in the morning, I took leave of 
my valuable friend Boneli, and proceeded on 
my journey in a calecine, attended only by 
the guide, to whom the little vehicle be- 
longed, paffing along the Huerta, with the 
fea on the right, and high limc-ftonc moun- 
tains on the left. From this Huerta, hav- 
ing eroded a mountain near the fea, we 
entered another, which is extcniive, well 
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watered, and, like the former, bounded by 
diilant mountains to the left. On the de- 
clivity of one of them ftands Villa Vieja, 
with its elevated cafUe, famous for hot 
fprings. The rocks are gypfum and lime- 
ftone. 

The vallies produce grain, figs, grapes, 
olives, and filk, in great abundance. 

In the morning I paiTed through Nulet^ 
^ city containing three thoufand three hun* 
drcd and thirty-eight fouls. It is a mar- 
quifate now in abeyance, the title being 
difputed by feventeen claimants. Within 
the walls are two convents, two hermitages, 
and a parifh church. One of the convents, 
although finifhed thirty years, is not yet 
inhabited, confequently the revenue is difr 
pofed of by the archbifhop, and applied to 
pious ufes. 

The city is governed by two alcaldes, 
the one ftiled mayor, the other menor, afr 
fifted by four regidors, who continue only 
for a year, and then choofe their fucceffors, 
fubjedt to the approbation of the marquis ; 
or rather, they name fix for the office of 
alcalde, and eight for regidors, out of which 
the marquis makes choice of the proper 

number. 
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numben In the rayal boroughs, the ma-- 
giihates, in like manner, nominate fit per«» 
ions to fucceed them, but then the royal 
audiencia, or fupreme court of juftice and 
civil government in Valencia, from this re- 
turn feled the perfbns beft qualified, or 
moft approved by government, to fill the 
vacant offices. To this dty belong three 
dependant villages, whofe inhabitants are 
vicmos^ or citizens of Nules. 

I obferved here a number of caves, faid 
to be five hundred, firom eight to twelve feet 
diameter, and from twelve to twenty deep* 
They are funk in the limeftone rock, and 
were defigned for granaries. That pur- 
pofe they at preicnt lerve, and the collec- 
tor of the tithes nukes ufe of thirty for de- 
pofiting his wheat. He informed me, that 
he rented the tithes of com, wine, and oil ; 
but he lamented, that he had no claim on 
either filk or garlic, thefe being free from 
tithe, which he the more feverely felt, 
becaufe the produce of garlic is nearly equal 
to half the value of the corn. He told me, 
that he was adminiftrator for the bank of 
S* Charles in fupplying the troops with 
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wheat and barley ) and fnmi him I find^ 
that the bank has a profitable bargain. 

The duke of Infantada has confiderabk 
pofTeflions in this vidnitj, all of them in 
adminiftration» that is, cultivated on his ac-> 
county but chiefly for the advantage of hii 
ftewards, who are the greateft gainers. 

Soon after dinner we pafTed through VilU. 
Realy a city of five thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty-eight inhabitants. Proceeding on 
our way towards Caftellon de la Plana, we 
crofiTed the Mijares, which fupplies water 
to the juftly celebrated aquedudt of Al-> 
mafora. 

Thus fiir the whole extent of road from 
Valencia is thirty feet wide, well formed 
and in excellent condition. The foil is 
chiefly clay ; the crops on the lower lands, 
wheat, barley, maize, leguminous plants, 
and melons, with mulberry trees in great 
abundance; the more ekvated lands have 
olives ; and the higheft are abandoned to the 
algarrobo. Their plough is ilUfuited to the 
foil, being the light one lail deicribed, 
drawn by one horfe in (hafts. 

Cajielhn de la Plana reckons ten thou£md 
8 fcvca 
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fe?ea hundred and thir^-three inhabitants^ 
with one parifh chorcht and fix convents. 
The chapel of la Sangre is light, elegant^ 
and well proportioned, fitted up entirely bj 
a 3roung ardft, who is indebted to himielf 
alone fi>r the refinement of his tafte, be* 
caule he had no inftrufior, nor one good 
modd in the p)ace, by which he might im- 
prove. 

Few villages can boaft a richer ooUoc* 
tion of p^ures. The major part aic by 
Franciico Ribalta, who was a native of 
CaAcllon, and among thofe, the moil ad- 
mired arc, his Purgatory, at the altar of las 
Anhuu; his S. Ek>v aini S. Lucia, in the 
church of the Auguflins ; S. Roque, in the 
Hrrmifa or cjiapel dedicated to him, in 
whidi that &int is rcprefcnted lilting under 
a tree, looking up to heaven, and receiving 
a cake of bread, brought to him by a dog. 
Bciide thefe, we find feveral others equally 
worthy of admiration in the church of the 
Dominicans* 

In the chapel of la Sangre are prefcn'ed 
(bme good pictures of Bergamo and the 
Capuchins arc much indebted to Zurbaran 
ioT fomc of his beil works. 

At 
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At the altar of Ac great church Is the 
Aflumption of the Bkiled Virgin, by Carlo 
Maratti. 

When I arrived at Cajlellon^ I made in- 
quiries about the aqueduifl of Almafbra, by 
which all this extcnfive plain receives wa- 
ter from the Mijares. They informed me, 
that I had croflcd it foon after I paiTed 
the new bridge over that river, but as it is 
a tunnel almofl the whole diftance from 
S. Quiteria to Almafora, we croffed it with- 
out being fenfible that we had done fo. 
Confidering that this tunnel is through a 
rock of limeftone, and that it was ex- 
ecuted in the year 1 240, it deferves to be 
regarded as ftupendous. In comparifbn 
with this, how contemptible is the Mon- 
tagnc Percee, in Languedoc, for which 
Lewis XIV. received the moft fulfome adu- 
lation ! 

This ufeful aqueduift of Almafora has 
been attributed both to the Romans and to 
the Moors ; but I am well informed that 
Jayme el Conquiftador is alone entitled to 
the praife. 

June 23, At five in the morning we left 
Caftellon de la Plana, and defcending to a 

plain. 
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plain^ we. approached the mountains and 
the fea, till we came to las Cafas de Ventca/e^ 
Here I flopped a few minutes to admire an 
elegant church lately built by my learned 
friend Don F. P. Bayer, defigned, as I 
imagine, for the protection of his monu- 
ment. 

From Venicafe we afcended between the 
mountains, on which I obferved rofemary, 
thyme, lavender, the palmito, juniper, and 
algarrobo, with the beautiful nerium olean- 
der in abundance. The Ameriqm aloe in 
the vallies, every where in bloilbm, with 
its lofty pyramid of florets rifing to the 
height of more than twenty feet, attrad:ed 
particular attention. 

At a little diftance on the right we dif- 
covered Oropefa, with its caiUe, occupying 
the fummit of a pointed rock. In this an 
alcaid is ftationed with a garriibn, and two 
pieces of cannon, to proteft the country 
from the incuriions of the Algerines. 

Under this fortrefs extends a plain, co- 
vered every where with vines or grain. A 
few almonds, figs, and algarrobos, fervc to 
(hew what the country might produce ; but 
unfortunately, the induftry of the farmer is 
a not 
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not properly encouraged, and the whole 
plain continues deflitute of water, al* 
though by norias it might be abundantly 
fupplied. 

At eleven in the forenoon wc took re- 
frefhment in a venta belonging to the 
monks of S. Antonio of Valencia. Here 
the norias evidently prove that water may 
be eafily procured, and that when procured 
it never fails producing the moil luxuriant 
crops* 

All the villages in tliis vicinity belong to 
the bifhop of Tortofa, who claims and ex- 
ercifcs a temporal dominion, appointing the 
magiftrates, and receiving three thirty- 
fevenths of their wheat, barley, and oil, 
with three-fortieths of their wine. Befide 
thefe dues, the farmer pays one^thirty-fe- 
venth of his grain, and one in forty of 
his wine, to the curate of the parifh. Some 
articles are free, as for inftance, in one 
village nothing is paid for maize; in the 
diftrid: of another, the fame inamunity is 
claimed for pigs and algarrobos. 

Here the travelling fheep of Arragon 
find pafture in the winter, and pay to the 
pg.rifli of Cavanes eighteen hundred pefos, 

or 
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or two hundred and fcventy pounds a year, 
befide making fatisfadtion for the injury 
they may do the wheat. 

Many villages have been totally ruined 
by the depredations of the Moors, and the 
inhabitants have fought refuge in Cavanes, 
or in other places more cafy of defence. 

I'orreblanca is going to decay, but Al-- 
cala de Chivet^ or Gijvert, having received 
inhabitants from many deferted villages, 
now contains feven hundred families. The 
diftance of this town from Torreblanca is 
called one league; but as we were more 
than two hours on the road, I reckon the 
league to be at leaft feven miles. 

Alcala belongs to the military order of 
Montefa, and was given to the late infant 
Don Louis ; but at his death it reverted to 
the crown. The beneficiary or military 
tenant receives the tithes, and nominates 
the magiftratcs. The tithes, as they are 
called, are not the fame to all the inhabi-- 
tants, becaufe the farmers from many a- 
bandoned villages, having fought refuge 
and proteAion here, they continue to pay 
the fame proportion as was exadted from 
them, previous to their removal. Hence, 

whilft 
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whilft Ibmc are acquitted for a tenth, otlier^ 
are obliged to pay an eighth, a feventh^ or 
even three-nineteenths* 

I was much pleafed with the parifli 
cJiurchw The front is elegant, adorned with 
columns and numerous images, and the in- 
fide, confifting of three iles, and one great 
^me with eight lefler ones, is beautifully 
fitted up, and furnifhed with good pidtures. 
Ample provifion is made for the fupport of 
fourteen priefts, who daily officiate at ele- 
ven altars. 

The common lands are depaftured by the 
fheep of Arragon, yet the market is not 
fupplied with mutton, and as for beef it is 
rarely feen in Alcala. Bread is fold at four 
quartos for eleven ounces. 

June 24, at four in the morning, we re- 
newed our journey, and defcJnding between 
two elevated chains of limeftone moun- 
tains, came to Benicarlo^ on the fea-coaft, 
at the diflance of four leagues from Alcala. 
The foil is peculiarly favourable for the 
cultivation of the vine, and* produces a ge- 
nerous wine, much ufed for enriching the 
poorer wines in the neighbourhood of Bour-r 
deai^x^ for the purpofc of making claret. 
^ Mr- 
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Kin Macdonell fells this wine at thirty- 
five pefos, or five guineas, the pipe ; and a 
moft elegant white wine, made by fimple 
preflure, for thirty-four pefos the hog- 
ihead, or ten pounds four fhillings the pipe. 
This delicate wine is all difpofed of before 
Chriftmas. Brandy is fold for the fame 
price as the red wine. 

This city, containing three thoufand and 
fixty-three inhabitants, belongs to the 
knights of Montefa, who nominate the 
magiftrates and claim the tithes. Wine pays 
four thirty-fourths, but all other articles a 
tenth, excepting maize and algarrobos, 
which are free. Of the tithe of wine a 
canon of Tortofa takes one half, the military 
tenant and the curate each enjoy a quarter. 
In all this country the greatcft variety is 
found in the proportion of the tithe, and 
in the exemptions enjoyed by different pa- 
rifhes. No two perfeftly agree in one 
common rule. 

From Benicarlo we traverfed an extenfivc 
plain, with high mountains on our left, and 
on our right the fea. As we approached 
the confines, cultivation ceafed; but no 
fooner had we entered Catalonia, than we 

again 



[ 3^4 J 

Bgain admired a well watered country, dnd 
luxuriant crops. The rich vallies produce 
wheat, barley, maize, hemp, flax, figs^ 
walnuts, (ilk j the higher lands, olives and 
wine. It is Sunday ; yet the farmers are 
at work. 

In the way we took notice of three mo- 
numental crofles, of which the moft recent 
marked the fpot where a traveller had been 
robbed and murdered the preceding year. 

When we arrived at UUdecona I was 
not forry to find that my guide intended 
to pafs through it; for it is a moft mifera- 
blc village. Yet, miferable as it is, it is 
inclofed by walls, and maintains two con- 
vents. At the diftance of feven hours from 
Benicarlo we took up our lodging ,at a 
venta. 

All the mountains on our left, whilft we 
were travelling by the margin of the fea, 
and all thofe we traverfed, when paffing 
more inland, are of limeftone, from the 
neighbourhood of Morviedro to Tortofa, On 
thefe I noticed, as we approached the dif-* 
VnSi pf Tortoia, many monumental crofles i 
but not one of thefe was of a recent 
date. 

The 



The Huerta of Tortofa is moft delight^ 
ful. Far as the eye can reach, you look 
d&wn upon a plain covered with vines> 
olives, figs, pomegranates, apricots, mul- 
berries, and all kinds of grain ; and through 
this fertile vale you trace the meanderings 
©f the Ebro, which, is here wide and navi- 
gable. 

Tortofa^ venerable for its antiquity, now 
contains ten thoufand feven hundred and 
eight inhabitants, with ten convents, and 
five parifli churches. 

The Cathedral is near the river, built 
under the proteftion of a caftle. The front 
is Ionic, with maffive pillars, fome of which 
are of fingle ftones, as are all thofe in the 
chapel of N. Seiiora de la Cinta. The 
^vhole edifice is void of tafte, and the in- 
terior is loaded with prepofterous orna- 
ments. 

Ill the cloifter I took notice of a chapel, 
which carries marks of the moft remote an- 
tiquity> with two little columns of por- 
phyry, the one red, the other green, which 
look as if they had been made before the 
flood. The cuftodia of folid filver, weigh- 
ing fourteen arrobas, although not fo an- 

VoL. III. X cient. 
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cicnt, is more to be admired for age than for 
the beauty of its workmanship. 

The biihop has a revenue of forty thou* 
fand ducats, or nearly four thoufand four 
hundred pounds per annum. Twelve dig«» 
nitaries have each from a thoufand to fif- 
teen hundred pounds a year« Nineteen 
canons receive each a thoufand pefos» or 
one hundred and fifty pounds. Beiide theie, 
for the fervice of the cathedral, they have 
thirty-four prebendaries and minor canons, 
and forty chaplains. 

They^;!^, or hotel, fumi(hed in a ftile 
fuperior to what I had expedted, and mnch 
Beyond the ventas and pofadas I had lately 
feen, appeared comfortable at leaft, if not 
to be admired for its elegance. The land- 
lord, an Italian, had the air and manners of 
an inn-keeper in France. He furni(hed 
the dinner, and fet the di/hes on the table* 
Firft he brought in foup, then a bouilli of 
bull beef; after that a fricafTee of garlic and 
liver, followed by what he called a frican- 
deau ; then, by way of r^ti, a fhoulder of 
lamb, or rather the bones covered with a 
(kin, for I could difcover no ile(h upon the 
bones. Thefe difhes were followed by 

iallad, 
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fattfiOi and a deilcrt ot apricots and almonds. 
After I had tailed t\w fricaflee, when ho 
introduced the iubfequcnt dKhea* heexclaim^ 
•d with an air of triumph, ^* Altws^ ^w^ 
mgft monfieurx' and after all, with a tono of 
the highcU fatiafadtiun, *< Rh bkn^ ^^^ vhis 
Ski$ d$$9^t' I could not do lofs thaaanfweri 

Tho maid fervant, who waited at tabic, 
was no lefs remarkable than the mailer in 
her way. She was a ghami^ or gipfy> pret« 
ty, and elegantly made, with black hair, 
black eyes, and much animation in her 
countenance. Exceedingly attentive and 
alert, (he moved like the wind to bring 
plates, Aipply wine and water, and, with a 
iM^pkin, to keep ofl^ innmnerable l)ies« The 
wine, to cool it, had been immerfed in 
water j but when the bottle was more than 
•half eiehauiled, it began to float. Seeing 
this, the girl, with wonderful llmplicity, 
made repeated eiibrts to fink it in the wa« 
ter J and when ihe found it ilill perfUling to 
emerge, ihe betr^tyed tlrongly, difappoint* 
ment and furprifr. 

Oipiias are very numerous on the Ibuth* 
ern |nd eailern coalls of Spain i but I never 
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faw them ftrolling as with us in England 
I learn from Count Campcmianes, that 
they amounted to more than ten thouiand, 
when, in the preceding reign, they were 
feized in one day, and confined to pri- 
fons. Government foon grew weary of 
maintaining fuch a multitude in idlenefs^ 
and difcharged them all. Yet their cap- 
ture, with (iibfequent regulations, had this 
good effedt, that they no longer wandered 
in companies as beggars, nor frequented, as 
ufual, the defcrted forefts, to live by robbery 
and plunder. 

At the time when they were taken into 
cuftody, many induftrious families, by the 
abufe of the royal edidl, and under pretence 
that they defcended from parents who had 
been of the gipfy race, were plundered^ 
and reduced to poverty, without redrefs. 

When we left Tortofe, we proceeded < 
for two leagues along the Huerta, then af- 
cending through 'the gorges of the moun* 
tains, inftead of a rich valley, highly culti- 
' vated, and productive of every thing ufeful 
to the human race, we fiiw nothing for 
nine long leagues but dreary mountains, 
defolate and waftc, covered only with pal- 
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[ 3^9 ] 

mlto, cofcoja, and a few other vegetables, 
all ftunted in their growth. 

The road is execrable ; but as the rock is 
nwftly bare, I hud, iVom time to time, oc- 
cafion to obicrvc fome bivalve, or extrane- 
ous foffil, in the limellone. Succeeding 
travellers will find a more comfortable route 
by a new road now making nearer to the 
fea, (liorter by many miles, and almofl level, 
as far as Tarragona. 

Among the mountainvS, in one little cul- 
tivated fpot, is a milcrable village, called 
Perello, which was formerly a defenced 
city. There we took up our lodging for the 
night. Looking down from thence, the 
country before us appeared to be a wide ex- 
tended plain, furrounded by high moun- 
tains, excepting to the eail, wliere it is open 
to the fea; but as we defcended, wc difcover- 
cd pointed hills innumerable, with deep ra- 
vins, and contradled vallies. At the dif- 
tance of five leagues from Perello, having 
climbed a fteep afcent, under the cannon 
of a ilrong fort, which is built on the fum- 
mitof a rock, we defcended to a venta near 
the fea, called Hojyitakt. 

Tlic plougli here differs from thofe I 
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have remarked in other parts of Spain : it 
has neither couher, fin, nor mouldboard, 
nor yet wooded pins to fupply that defed; 
but inftead of thefe, the tail of the (hare 
is divided, fo as to perform the fame ope- 
ration as the heel and ground wrift of our 
ploughs. The retch is divided to ferve the 
purpofe of a mortice, and receive the 
hahdle; and as the tillage is with one 
mule, the beam terminates in (hafts. 

At the diftance of a league from Hofpi- 
talet we entered a rich plain, bounded to 
the left by mountains, but on the right 
open to the fea; and for many leagues we 
travelled through one continued garden, 
occupied by numerous villages, the lofty 
towers of whofe churches, to the eaft of 
U8, reflejfted the rays of the fetting fun* 
This fertile vale, called Campo dc Tarra- 
gona, produces in quick fucceflion, wheat; 
barley^ maize, beans, peas, garvanzos, 
French-beans, leeks, onions, garlic, me- 
lons, cucumbers, and calabafh> artichokes, 
olives, oil, wine, almonds, pomegranates, 
figs, apricots, algarrobos, flax, hemp, filk, 
alfalfa, and a variety of herbs, (bme for 
fodder, others for the fervice of tl^e table^ 

Neai^ 
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Near to Tarragona the olive trees were 
cut down to make room for vines, at a time 
when brandy happened to be in great re- 
queft, and fince the price of that commo- 
dity has fallen, the olive yards have not 
been as yet renewed. 

Tarragonay of all the cities in Spain^ 
would give the moft agreeable employment 
to the antiquarian. Here he would admire 
the remains of an amphitheatre, of a the* 
atre, of a circus, of the palace of Auguftus, 
of temples, and of an extenfive aquedud^ 
with fortifications, which, although of a 
more recent date, are ancient* The aque^ 
dud: brings water to the city from the 
diftance of feven leagues, and crofTes a deep 
ravin over a bridge which is feven hundred 
feet long, and one hundred high, with 
eleven arches below, and twenty-five above. 
It was repaired at the fole elcpence of the 
late archbifliop. 

The cathedral, a maflive pile, was built 
A. D. 1 1 17, and is therefore venerable for 
antiquity; but in the interior, one chapel 
only, dedicated to Santa Tecla, is worthy of 
attention. In this the dome and columns 
are moft beautiful, and ferve to fhcw what 
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valuable marbles are to be procured in thi* 
vicinity. 

_Thc archbifliop enjoys a revenue of about 
four thoufand pounds a year. Twelve 
dignitaries, twenty-four canons, as many 
minor canons, and forty chaplains, are well 
provided for at prefent, and will in future 
have increafing incomes; becaufe the king 
means to reduce their number, as vacan-* 
cies occur, and add coniiderably to the re- 
venue of the furvivors; improving at the 
fame time, and in the fame proportion, 
the royal third. 

Nothing can be more politic than this 
meafure ; for thus quietly, and without cla- 
mour, the ufelefs wealth of the cathedrals 
will be rcftored to the community, and gra- 
dually relieve the diftrefles of the ftate. 
Whenever the critical moment (ball arrive, 
eleven convents at Tarragona will contrv- 
bute their lands and treafures to the neceffi- 
ties of a finking nation* 

This city contains feven thoufand five 
hundred fouls at prefent ; but whenever the 
canal of Arragon fhall be navigable, flie 
whole country will feel the influence of re*.. 
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viving commtrct; and, among other citic% 
this may regain its ancient population. 

The trade of this city is now confined to 
wine and brandy ; but tor home confump- 
tion they carry on a conlidcrablc fillicry. 

To proted the inhabitants tVom the in- 
curlions of the Moors, they have ercded 
batteries, Thefe are the more needful, 
bccaufc the ancient fortifications arc gone 
to ruini and the Algtrincs have conunitted 
frequent depredations on this coaft, Spain, 
indeed, has lately concluded a treaty with 
Algiers, but no one can conjedlure how 
long the peace will Lill, 

Beef is fold for twenty- one quartos the 
double pound of thirty-fix ounces, or about 
two pence halfpenny our pound. 

Mutton is worth thirty-four, or about 
four pence farthing, 

June 27, leaving Tarragona, we parted 
over an extenfivc beach, covered 'with 
liflicrmen and nets; then, quitting the fca- 
fliore, we travcrfcfil a well cultivated plain, 
found rcfrelhment at Figrctta, beyond which 
the road goes under a Roman arch, and at 
pight we took up our lodging; at Monjus* 

In 
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tn the way, I took notice that the land 
is chiefly tilled with cow«, and admired 
every where the patient and lahorronn pca- 
fant unremittingly employed in the culti- 
vation of hin land, even when cxpofcd t6 
the full ftrokc of the mid-dny fun. 

Near to the numeroun villages through 
which we paiTedi I was delighted to obfcrve 
tho rich abundance of corn, oliveft, vinen, 
figd, almonds, mulbefrrieN, and complete 
hedges of pomcgnui;itc, now covered with 
its fcarlet hloflbm. 

As we proceeded, we difcovcrcd Mont- 
fcrrat, which at firft appeared juft rifing up 
in the horizon, and nlmodloft in clouds ; but 
as wc advanced, wc could more diftinftly 
trace it ftrctching in the wide cxpanfe, and 
bounding an cxtenfivc plain. 

When wc arrived at MonJus, the old man, 
who wan rnartcr of the pofada, was win* 
nowing hlfi wheat, after having trodden it 
on the area with hiH cattle. His firft 
operation wan to gel out the ftniw by 
means of rakes; then he tolfcd the grain 
with a four pronged fork, in order to cx- 
pofc it to the wind. Having thus cleared 
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it frcMH the chaiF, he lifted it, then (hogged 
it in clofer fieves to feparate the lighter 
feeds ; yet, after all his pains and labour,' I 
obferved among his wheat, barley, oats^ 
vetches of various fpecies, cockle (agro- 
ftemma githaco) with other ponderous 
feeds, fmall gravely and little clods of earthy 
fuch as we always find in wheat imported 
from 15 very part of Spain. 

What a pity is it^ that in moft of our 
counties, and in every part of France and 
Spain, farmers fhould be unacquainted wi9i 
the winnowing machine, which, imported 
firft from Holland, is ufed all over Scot- 
land, and countenanced by our refpedlablc 
Society of Arts ! a drawing and defcription 
of this excellent machine, publiflied by the 
Society in London, is highly worthy of at- 
tention, as being the only one by which any 
fpecies of |rain can be properly cleanfed ; 
I will not merely fay for feed, but even for 
the market. 

About Monjus, I took notice that all 
the corn, for want of carts, of waggons^ 
^nd of cars, wai brought home, not as in 
Peypnfliire and Cornwall, in bundles, 
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hanging againft the horfe's fides, but dif- 
pofed on a fquare frame, and faftcned on 
his back. 

June 28. Having paflcd Villa franca de 
Panades, wc had the fatisfacftion, once more, 
to travel on good roads, well formed and 
made, at a vaft expencc, through rocks, and 
over the deepeft ravins, or the gorges of 
high mountains. Some of the bridges de- 
iigned to form a junftion between thefe, 
are moft ftupendous, and (hew clearly the 
cntcrprifing fpiritof this laborious nation. 

In many of their deepeft cuts through 
the interpofing rock, I took . occafion to 
obferve the ftrata. They are generally 
limeftone, and incline more fo towards the 
fea ; but as I approached the Lobregat, I re- 
marked, at a very confiderable depth, thin 
ftrata of fchift interpofed between thofe of 
limeftone. 

The profpedls in this part of Catalonia 
arc moft enchanting, and change at every 
ftcp. Mountains are feen peeping over 
mountains, and the hills affume a pleafing- 
varicty of forms. Many are fhaded with. 
thick woods, many with luxuriant crops of 
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corn, and not a few lift up their rugged 
cliffs above the reft, and hide their heads 
among the cloudvS, Indullry clinibjj among 
thcfe rocks, and every fpot where the plough 
can go, or the vine can fix its roots, is 
made produdive, and abounds with either 
corn, or wine, or oil. In the vallies we fee 
the peafants engaged in tillage, and with • 
two llrong oxen breaking up their fallows; 
where, by means of a coulter and a mould- 
board to a well conllruded plough, they 
turn deep furrows, fuch as I had never be- 
fore remarked in Spain. 

As we approach Barcelona, all is in mo- 
tion, and the whole road appears alive, 
with horfes, mules, waggons, carts, and 
people, thronging to the market with their 
wares. No fuch adivity, no fuch appear- 
ance of bufmcfs is fecn in any other of the 
provinces. 

At fix in the evening we arrived, and 
I had the happinefs of meeting my valuable 
friend the conful in good health. 

Between Valencia and Barcelona, the 
pofadas are tolerably good, but dear, when 
compared with other parts of Spain, ex- 
cepting 
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teptlng only for the carriers. Thefe pay 
twenty quartos, or Icfs than fix pence, for 
their fupper, and have plenty of every thing, 
fi(h, butcher's meat, poultry, and good wine^ 
with bread and garden fluff; but to a tra- 
veller every article is charged, and his 
bill feldom amounts to lefs than thirty 
reals. 



RETURN 






RETURN TO BARCELONA, 



IMMEDIATELY on my return to Bar- 
ccIonA, I paid niy rclpcdts to the count 
of AfaltOi c aptain general of the province^ 
and governor of the city, with a letter from 
cx)unt Florida Blanca» which alone was fuf« 
ticient to inlUrc me an agreeable reception* 
This gentleman, dilHnguidied for polite* 
ncfsy (hewed me all }x>ilil)le attention^ g^ve 
me the information I delired, and readily 
granted the only rcqucll I had occaHon to 
make. 

Through him I had the honour of being 
introduced to the bilhop of the diocefc, don 
Ciuvino de Valladarcs y Mcsia. I was the 
more folicitous for this honour, btxaufc 
the good prelate had been reprcfcntcd as a 
bigot, whofc folc employment was to count 
his beads, and his only pallion to live fe- 
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eluded from the world. My friends fiad 
•Ufurcd nic, that> as a protcllant, I had net 
dbancc of hcing well recxuvcd» and that, if 
from attention to the count, he lliould be 
inclined to llicw civility, I ihould be dif-^ 
gudcd with his coldnefs. At all events I 
was rcfolvcd to fee him, and I am liappy 
that I did ; for 1 not only found him cafy o£ 
ucccfs, and more than commonly converfii- 
hlc, but lb far removed from bigotry, that^ 
before I quitted him, he prclfrd mc to re- 
turn, and to rtay fomc days with him. 

His relidcncc is two leagues from Harcc- 
lona, tt little to the wcllward of Mongat,* 
©n A gentle declivity, open to the meridian 
fun, and looking down upijn the lea. 

The party with me on this vilit confill- 
cd of the r»;rand vicar, and my Iricnd dou 
Nicolas I/alli) the inquilitor. At the hi« 
(hop\s I had the happineis of meeting dou 
7 omas de Lorcn/^ana, who is brother to the 
archbilhop of 'J oledo, and himlelf hilhop 
of ( irerona. 

The meeting oi* two prcl\tes is a plurno- 
mcnon in Spain, hecaulc tlic moment a mi- 
nillcr of the ;»lt.ir accepts a n\itrc, he ile- 
votes his life wholly to the duties of hirt 
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Wice, ccmfinea hiinlclf altoijcthor to hU 
Oiocefe, ami is loll both to his IViciuis and 
to hia tumily. On the piclciu otcalion. 
thtJirfoic, the vilit (^fthis prdutc wa^i nei- 
ther in tilt* way of cTicinc^ny nor of friend- 
fi\i\\ hut to alUll in the dedication of a 
temple. 

I was much pleated with my vilit, and 
flattei'ed by the attention of thefe venerable 
men. They differ excecdinj^ly in iharaiJlert 
yet each appearetl amiable m hia way. The 
biihop of (ieronai although advanced in 
yeftrsi U lively and volatile, full of wit and 
humour. The bilhop of Uarcrhiua U pla- 
cid and grave, yet plealant and agreeable^ 
und peculiary diiUnguifl^ed for benevolence, 
fond of retirementi and much attached to 
hookii lie entertained us well, and feem- 
ed pleafed with thi« little Interruption to 
his ftudiea. To n\e, hia invitation to i^- 
peat my vilit appeared ib cordial, and hi« 
converfation fo engaging* that J waa mor- 
tified in not being able to pitilong my Uay, 
In the evening we returned, aa We had 
eome, in hia coach and tix to Barcelona. 

Having now fo gt>od an opportunity to 
gain infbrmation, I matle empiiriea relpe^t- 

Vol, hi. Y \n^ 
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ing the population of Catalonia^ the taxes 
impofed on the inhabitants^ and the revenue 
derived to the community from this induf- 
trious province. 

In the beginning of the prefent century 
they reckoned one hundred and one thou- 
fand nine hundred and eighty-fix houies, 
and only three hundred and ninety -one 
thoufand four hundred and ninety inhabi- 
tants; but then, it muft be remembered^ 
that the province had been ravaged by civil 
war. The houfes remained, but many of the 
inhabitants had vanifhed. In the year 1768^ 
when the bifliops gave an account of the 
population, each in his diocefe, they made 
the fubfequcnt return : men, one hundred 
and eighty-nine thoufand two hundred and 
fifty-tvvo; women, one hundred and ninety-- 
two thoufand itvcn hundred and fixty- 
three; boys, three hundred and thirteen 
thoufand and feventy-nine; girls, three 
hundred and twenty thoufand nine hundred 
and fixteen; clergy, regular and fecular^ 
fourteen thoufand two hundred and thirty- 
five. In all, one million and thirty thou-* 
fand two hundred and forty- five. 

Since that period it is allowed that the 

population 
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population is not diminifhed ; yet, in the 
laft returns to government, dated A. D, 
1787, and publifhed by authority, we find 
only eight hundred and one thoufand fix 
hundred and two inhabitants. Of thefe, fix 
thoufand nine hundred and eighty- three 
are under vows, and one thoufand t\<ro hun- 
dred and fixty-fix are knights. Now, the 
difference between thefe returns being more 
than two hundred and twenty-eight thou- 
fand in favour of the former, when no caui^ 
for fuch a deficiency in the latter can be af- 
figried, evidently marks fome error in one 
or both of them 5 and, indeed, I have it 
from the beft authority, that thefe ac- 
counts, notwithftanding the moft watchful 
attention on the part of government, al-*v 
ways come fhort, and very (hort, of the ac- 
tual population, beCaufe it is the interejft of 
every family, parifh, and diftrid:, to conceal 
their numbers, in Order to avoid the capi- 
tation tax. 

Catalonia enjoys the privilege of exemp-* 
tion from the aicavala> cientos, and mil- 
lones ; in lieu of which they pay ten pet 
cent, on all rents, whether belonging to in - 
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dividuals or communities, fuch as, of houies> 
lands, tithes, mills, public houfes, and pul>* 
lie ovens, with ten per cent, on the fup- 
pofed gains of merchants, and mechanics. 
Labourers pay eight and one-third per 
cent, fuppofing them to work a hundred 
days in the year, at three reals a day. 
Artifls and manufadturers contribute in the 
fame proportion annually for a hundred 
and eighty days. Oxen, cows and calves, 
horfes, mules, fheep and lambs, with pigs, 
and other animals, if of the larger fpecies, 
pay three reals each per annum; thofe of 
the middling fize, one and an half; and the 
fmalleft, one-third of a real ; always fup- 
pofing the reals to be ardites, of which 
fourteen are equal to fifteen and two- thirty- 
fourth reals vellon. 

The produce of thefe taxes amounted, 
A. D. 1721, as ftated by Uftariz, to twelve 
million eight hundred and feventy thoufand 
feven hundred and fevcnty-four reals vel- 
lon, or one hundred and twenty -eight 
thoufand pounds flerling, and were as fol- 
lows: 

The 
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Reals Vellon. 


The lands at ten per cent, mak- 




ing allowance for unfruitful 




years - - - . 


5'346,34X 


Tithes received by private peo- 




ple of the laity 


i59>02i 


Houfes, in proportion to the 




rent - - - - 


700,956 


Emoluments of communities - 


256,706 


MiUs - . . 


83,978 


Quit rents - - 


308,608 


Perfonal labour - - - 


3,099,854 


Cattle - . - . 


249,193 


Conunerce - - - - 


175,000 



io>379>657 
This falling ihort of what was 

expected, the fame year was 

^ded in due proportion - 2,491,117 

Total reals vellon - 12,870,774 

Befide the above, Catalonia paid 

a compofition in lieu of lodg- 
ing, ftraw, light wood, and 

utenfils for the troops - - 4,500,000 

Rent of tobacco, fait, the cuf- 

toms, pofts, ftamps, crufades, 

fubfidy, and excufado - 30,000,000 
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Royal patrimony - - 560,718 

Rent of fnow . - - 35*4^^ 

l.ottcry ^ -* - ^ 319,818 

Total rcalh vcllou - 48,186,730 



Thus the whole atnount of the taxes 
iollcftcd in Catalonia wa«. A* U. 17211 
four hundred and eighty - one thoufand 
tight hundred and fixty-fcven puund« fter- 
ling, liut aK the revenue of Spain i« more 
(han douhled ihice that period, fliouid wc 
allow the fame inereafe for Catalonia, we 
rnufl ftate the revenue arifing from thi« 
province at little Icfs than a million fter« 
ling, whicli, according t(j the computed po- 
pulation, iti twenty lliillingfi annually for 
each perfon \ whereas, taking the whole 
pcninfula together, the Spaniards pay no 
more than ten (hiMings each per annum, 

1'Ihb contributioji i« relatively heavy 1 
yet, confidering tlic peculiar advantagc« and 
rciburccH of the Catalans, it ih compara- 
tively light \ for being freed from the ftag- 
nating iiiHucj)cc of the alcavala, cicntOK, 
and milloaeb, they enjoy a decided fuperio- 

rity 



rity over provinces w^hich have never claim* 
ed the fame indulgence. Unfettered by thefe 
impolitic reftraints, their induftry is free, 
whilfl: that of lefs-favoured provinces, har^ 
afTed incefTantly by the coUedlors of the 
revenue, is crippled in all its operations. 

In addition to thefe immunities, as it 
has been well remarked, the great number 
of troops conftantly quartered in Catalonia 
not only gives to the farmers and manufac- 
turers a ready market for their commodi- 
ties, but contributes much to maintain , 
good order in the province. For near two 
centuries previous to the acceffion of the 
prefent family, Catalonia was infefted with 
banditti, who, by rooting and plundering 
paflengers, interrupted the fafe and eafy 
communication of the cities with each 
other, and prevented, in a great meafure, 
the interior commerce of the country. But 
when Philip V. after a fevere conflitl, had 
obtained the fceptre, confidering the ftrong 
attachment the Catalans difcovered for his 
rival, to prevent infurrecSions, he ftatione4 
a confiderable detachment of his troops in 
this doubtful part of his dominions. The 
iiiunediate confequence of this provifion 
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was the rcftoration of good order ; the fub- 
fcquent efFeft has been the revival of com- 
merce^ by a quick and certain demand for 
all the produftions of their induftry. (v. 
Campomanes Induftria Popular, p. 72.) 

It is peculiarly fortunate for Catalonia^^ 
that the popular prejudice is favourable to 
conmierce ; for here artifts and manufafhi- 
rers are as much honoured and refpefted 
as in other provinces they are defpifed and 
treated with contempt. 

But that, which contributes moft to the 
wealth and profperity of Catalonia, is the 
power which gentlemen of landed pro- 
perty have over their eftates, to grant a par- 
ticular fpecies of leafe called EJiabKJhment 
hy Emfiteutic Contracts. To that circum- 
ftance Count Campomanes pays particular 
attention, when he would account for the 
fuperior cultivation and improvement of 
this indullrious province^ nor is he fingu- 
lar in his opinion. He not only obferves, 
rcfpeciing Catalonic, El ufu del derecho em^ 
Jiteutkc mantiene alii al labrador fibre Jufi 
tierras y produce un fibrante de gentes pa-^ 
ra los oficios', but to form the contraft he 
remarks, that Andalufia, although mom 
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fertile than either Catalonia or Galicia,; yet 
is deftitute of induftry, becaufc the land 
being occupie4 by few proprietors, the bulk 
of the people are day labourers, who only 
find occafional employment. Hence, clotheci 
in rags and wretchednefs, they crowd into 
cities, where they obtain a precarious live- 
lihood tl^rpi^gh the bpunty of rich ecclefi- 
aftics. (Camp. E. P. Ap. 3, p. cxlix. and 

I.P.73-) 

Not merely in Andalufia, but in other 

provinces, the great eftates being jftriftly 
entailed, and adminiflered on the proprie- 
tor's account, little land is to be rented by 
the farmer, lefs can be purchafed by tlie 
inonied man, and, for want of floating pro- 
perty, induftry is left to languifh. In Ca- 
talonia it is totally the reverfe of this. 

By the emfiteuiic contraSi^ the great pro- 
prietor inheriting mpj-e land than he can cul- 
tivate to profit, has power to grant any given 
quantity for a term of years, either abfolute 
or conditional, either for lives, or in perpe- 
tuity, always refcrving a quit-rent, like our 
copyholds, with a relief on every fucceflion, 
a fine on the alienation of the land, and 
pther feignioral rights dependant on the 
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cuftom of the diftridt, fuch as tithes, milh, 
public-houfes, the obligation to plough his 
land, to furnifh him with teams, and to pay 
hearth-money, with other contributions^ 
by way of commutation for ancient ftipu* 
lated fervices, 

Onc.fpecics of grant for uncultivated 
land, to be planted with vines, admitted 
foraierly of much difpute. The tenant^ 
holding his land as long as the firft planted 
vines Ihould continue to bear fruit, in order 
to prolong this term, was accujftomed to 
train layers from the original flocks, and, 
by metaphyseal diftinftions between iden* 
tity and divcrfity, to plead, that the firft 
planted vines were not exhaufled ; claiming 
thus the inheritance in perpetuity. After 
various litigations and inconfiflcnt decifions 
of the judges, it was finally determined, that 
this fpecies of grant fhould convey a right 
to the poflcfTion • for fifty years, unlcfs the 
plantation itfelf fliould previoully fail. 

The lord of this allodial property may 
appoint any one as judge, with the affiflancc 
of an attorney, to hold court for him, pro- 
vided he has previoully obtained permiffion 
from the provincial court, or, fuppofing the 
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diftrift to be a barony, from the baron or his 
ordinary judge. Having conftituted the tri- 
bunal, the lord, even whilft a caufe is pend- 
ing, may at pleafure remove the judge, and 
name another in his place, and the tenant 
has, at any period of the trial, a right to 
his challenge, v^ithout affigning reafons, 
other than his own fufpicions. Each party 
may equally rejed: three advocates appoint- 
ed for afleflbrs. 

The referved rent is paid commonly in 
money; but often the agreement is for oil, 
wine, corn, or poultry. 

Should the property thus granted in fee 
pafs into mortmain, the lord of the foil 
may infift on its being fold, or he may ia- 
creafc the referved rent in proportion to the 
value of the ufual fine. 

The tenant, whenever fummoned> muft 
|)roduce in court his title, which he is 
bound to trace upward, till it arrives ul- 
timately at the royal grant ; and when his 
term expires^ on quitting, he muft be paid 
for his improvements, before he can be le- 
gally ejected: but at the fame time he 
jnay be compelled to indemnify his lord for 
^ damages fuftained by his negledt. 
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Should the tenant be defirous of quitting 
before the expiration of his term, he is at 
liberty to do it ; but in that cafe he is pre* 
eluded from all claims for his improve- 
ments. 

The tenure in Catalonia Is evidently feo-r 
daL All property in land is traced up to the 
king, and is held by knights fervicc from the 
crown, fubjecl to relief, to fines, and to 
cfcheaL Under the royal grant, the great 
lords claim, not merely tithes of all lands 
not being freehold, with quit rents and 
fines, mills, and public houfes, as we haye 
remarked above, but the right of appoint* 
ing magiftrates and receiving tolls on the 
pafTagc of cattle over their eftates. 

To the power retained by them of 
making emfiteutic contrads, has with rea- 
ion been attributed the cultivation qf fuch 
wafte lands as are moft fufceptible of til- 
lage, and the confequent increafe of popula- 
tion. Induftry has been promoted^ new 
families have been called into exiftence, and 
many, refcued from poverty and wretched- 
nefs, are now maintained in comfortable 
affluence. In the year 1738, one James Vi- 
laplana purchafed at a public audlion^ for 
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two hundred livres Catalan, a tradl of w^fle 
land, on which, in 1778, were found twenty 
families eftablifhed, although he had referved 
one third of this pofleffion for himfelf ; and 
the whole being planted with vines, for 
which the foil was beft adapted, what had 
been originally purchafed for two hundred 
livres became, in the fpace of forty years, 
worth many thoufands. 

Yet advantageous as this kindof eftablifti- 
ment has been, both to individuals and to 
the community at large, fome great pro- 
prietors are fo inattentive, both to the ge- 
neral good and to their private benefit, that 
they leave their lands uncultivated. Even 
in Catalonia, according to the government 
returns, more than three hundred villages 
have been deferted. 

On my return to Barcelona, recom- 
miended by the minifler to the proteftion of 
the governor, feeling myfelf ftrong, I ven- 
tured to inquire more freely (than I had be- 
fore thought prudent) into the condudl of 
the inquifition. In my former vifit I had 
cultivated friendfhip with the inquifitors, yet 
I had always approached them with a de- 
gree of reverential awe; but now I qucf- 
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tioncd them without refervc or fear. The? 
point at which I laboured was to con^ 
vcrfc with fomc who were confined^ and 
underftanding that Mr. Howard had viiited 
their prifons, I pleaded for the fame indul- 
gence. To this requeft they anfwercd, that 
I was certainly miftaken ; for that no human 
being, unlefs in cuftody, or himfelf an offi- 
cer of the inquifition, could be admitted to 
fee the interior of their prifons ; but they 
aiTured me in the mofl (blemn manner, that 
the prifoners were not merely treated with 
humanity, but enjoyed every poffible indul- 
gence. The apartments, in which they are 
confined are fpacious, airy, clean, and 
commodious. They are permitted to fend 
for their own bed, with books, pen, ink, 
and paper. They liavc their own provi- 
lions, and if they are poor, they are well 
fed and comfortably lodged at the expence 
of the inquifitors. The alcalde waits upon 
them four times a day to receive their or- 
ders, and once a fortnight one of the inqui-^ 
iitors vifits every apartment to fee that all 
is in good condition, and to inquire if the 
prifoners are treated with humanity. 

To provide funds for the expence of this 
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tribunal, they confifcate the .goods of all, 
who arc condemned. 

Neither their fuperior officers, nor yet 
their familiars, or loweft fervants and mef- 
fcngers, are amenable before the civil courts, 
nor accountable for their crimes and of- 
fences to any but their own tribunal. 

My friends, the inquifitors of Barcelona, 
fdt exceedingly fore about the trial of the 
beggar at Madrid ; and affured me, that the 
only reafon why the king required the in- 
quifition to take cognizance of fo contemp- 
tible a wretch was out of tendcmefs to the 
many ladies of high fafhion, whofe names 
rauft have appeared, had the profccution 
been conduftcd in the civil courts. They 
likewife gave me to underftand, that as 
long as the priefthood fliould be debarred 
from marriage, and confeflbrs continue li- 
able to abufe the confidence repofed in 
them, the fecrecy, the prudence, and, when 
needful, the fevcrity of the inquiiition, 
would be the only eifcdlual reftraint againft 
licentioufnefs and the univerfal depravation 
of their morals. 

When a prifoner is difcharged, the in- 
quifitors exadt an oath of fecrecy, and 
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flioulJ this be violated^ the offender would 
have reafon to repent his raihnefs; for^ 
taken from his family in the middle of the 
night, he might never be releafed again; 

The dread of this impofes filence on all 
who have been once confined. The Dutch 
conful now at Barcelona^ through the long 
period of five and thirty years^ has never 
been prevailed upon to give any account of 
his confinement, and appears to be much 
agitated whenever urged to relate in what 
manner he was treated; His fellow fuf-^ 
ferer, M. Falconet^ then a boy, turned grey 
during the fhort fpace of his confinement^ 
and to the day of his deaths although re-t 
tired to Montpellier, obferved the moft te-^ 
nacious filence on the fubjedta His fole 
offence had been dcftroying a pidlure of the 
blefTed Virgin ; and his friend, the Dutch 
conful, being prefent on that occafion^ and 
not having turned accufer, was confidefed 
as a partner in his guilt* 

For my own part, I am inclined to thinks 
that in proportion as light has been dif^ 
fufed in Europe, even inquifitors have 
learnt humanity. But fadls fpeaking fo 
Urongly for themfelves, we mufl continue 
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to lament that claikncfs fhcul:] fo far pre- 
vail as to leave the lealt vcftigc of inqiiifi- 
torial power; for, wherever it exift^;, it muft 
be liable to abufe, and clemency mull be 
merely accidental. 

During the whole week immediately 
preceding my final departure from the 
city, all the world was occupied with fefti- 
vity on account of the beatification of 
two faints lately received into the calendar. 
Philip IV. and Philip V. had, for this pur- 
pofe, exerted all their influence, promoting 
contributions to defray the expencc of the 
procefs at the court of Rome, and urging 
the moft powerful arguments with his ho- 
linefs the Pope; but all their arguments 
were vain, till the general voice, and the 
more powerful intereft of Charles IIL pre- 
vailed. 

The citizens, on this occafion, gave fill 
fcope to the exprefiions of their joy. In 
the convent of S. Francifco de Pauii^, to 
which order the new faints belong, they 
had fervice ever/ evening, accompanic-d 
with a ftrong bind of mufic, both vcxjal 
and inftrumcntaL Thefj reverend fathers, 
in the ardour of their zeal, lud cut down 
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their orange grove to make room for a 
model of Monjuich. Not hr from thence, 
one of the faints, S. Bono, was rcprcfcnted 
as a foldicr, with a company of horfc, 
climhing a ftccp afccnt, and ready to tutn- 
blc over a wall into a well, whilft San 
Francifco was attending t(i deliver him. 
After this miraculous cfea[)e, the foldier 
became a faint, and embraced the order of 
his patron. The only miracles afcribed to 
him, whilll living, were his detcdUng a 
boy, who was ilcaling artichokes frdhi the 
garden of his convent, and a friar, who was 
tempted by fome <ilh to incur the guilt of 
facrilcge. But now, a^ter the lapfe of two 
hundred and thirty years, lie is become the 
patron oF women in child-birth, and his 
relics arc faid to cure all dilcaics. 

The llrects in the vicinity of the con- 
vent, and nearly over one quarter of the 
city, were illuminated every night j the 
Ju)ules were covered with white linen, and 
the balconiesi adorned with looking glafs, 
retlcded light from injuunerable tapers. 
I'hc (hops, Htted up like facred grottos, 
had each its altar, and many elegant chapels 
were conllrudted in the middle of tiie ilrects. 
B All 
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All the narrow lanes, drefled with green 
branches fo as to refemblc groves, were 
hung with feftoons of flowers, intermixed 
with coloured lamps. Many of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants had mufic in their houfes ; 
and every evening, till near midnight, thou- 
fands were crowding through the ftreets to 
hear and fee the united efforts of all ranks 
to honour the memory of their country- 
men, now received among the faints. 

During my refidence at Barcelona, I had 
the happinefs of cultivating an acquaintance 
with two very ingenious phyficians, Don 
Franclfco Sanponts, and Don Franciico Salva. 
I found them well acquainted with the 
writings of the beft nofologifts, and expert 
in the improvements of modern chemiftry. 
With one of their experiments, then new 
to me, I was peculiarly delighted. I had 
feen Dr. Prieflley produce dephlogifticated 
air from manganefe in great abundance, and 
more fparingly from vegetables expofjd to 
the meridian fun ; but thefe gentlemen, by 
a iimilar procefs, obtained, in the fpace of 
a few hours, from a fmall portion of Ame- 
rican aloe f agave Americana) half a pint 
of vital,, or dephlogifticated air ; and at the 
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fame time allured nie, that from no vege- 
table lubfbmce had they ever been able to 
procure an equal quantity in proportion to 
the furface expofed to the folar rays. Hav- 
ing ex traded and transferred this to a phial, 
in it they immerged a twifted iron wire, 
with a fmall portion of amadou at the end, 
which having kindled into flame they had 
prcvioufly cxtinguiflacd. Inftantly this 
fmoking tinder blazed, and the iron burn- 
ed, like nitre, witlvamoft vivid flame, caft- 
ing off little fliars of light, and leaving at 
laft a number of fmall fhot, perfedlly ro- 
tund, which were nothing but the fcoria 
of the iron. A fimilar portion of the leaf, 
when the day was cloudy, produced fixed 
air, which fpeedily extinguifhed flame; but 
the quantity obtained in the fpace of a few 
hours was not confiderable. For thefe 
beautiful experiments they are indebted to 
Dr. Ingen-Houfz. 

Of thrcefcore phyficians fettled at Bar- 
celona, thefe two are the moft diftinguiflaed, 
and have the moft extenlive pradlice. One 
of them favoured me with a light of his 
lift. He had vifited more than forty pa- 
tients in the morning, and he was to fee 

as 



[ 34^ ] 

a8 many iKforc he went to bed. Among 
thclc were many meirhants, manutaC hirers, 
and ortiecrs ; yet he did not expert to re- 
ceive a hundred reals, that is twenty fliiU 
lings, tor the whole prartice of the day. 

Although not rich, they had occafion, a 
few years lince, to llicw a high and inde- 
pendent fpirit, for which they deferve the 
histhcrt commendation. When (Jcneral 
C)*Ncillc was governor, (A. I). 1784,) the 
putrid fovcr, already mentioned more than 
once, rai>;cd in Catalonia, as in Arragon and 
other provinces of Spain. The phyficians, 
fununoned hy the governor, like thofc of 
Carthagcna, were required to engage, that 
from thenceforth they would prcfcrihc no 
medicine beftde the fatuous opiate recom- 
mended hy Dr. M^fdevall. Not fatisfied 
with this, tlic governor had prepared a 
certificate, fimilar to the one produced at 
Carthagena, for them to (ii;n. The doc- 
tors Salva atid vSanponts, in the name of all 
the red:, remonrt rated; but could obtain no 
other anfwer, than that the king would 
have it fo, and that the pi ifon doors (h)od 
open to receive them. Dur chieftains, 
hpwcver, not to be intimidated, continuing;- 
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firm to their refolution, and being well fup- 
ported by their corps, at laft came off tri- 
umphant, and were permitted to prefcribe 
whatever medicines they thought proper. 
The general, although as a foldier he had 
l>een accuftomed to obedience, yet being 
gentle and difcreet, he chofc rather to report 
the matter to the court, than at once to carry 
his threats into execution. Here the mat* 
ter refted. 

Dr. Mafdevall, in his publication, claims 
the invention of this opiate, and reprefents 
it not merely as a fpepific iia putrid fevers, 
but as a panacea, infallible in all kinds of 
fever, and a fovercign remedy in every dif- 
eafe incident to the human frame. But as 
the phyficians of Barcelona were by no 
means fatisfied of this, they refifted his 
pretenfions; and as fome of them had no-» 
ticed this famous opiate in the "journal de 
Medecine^ fo far back as A. D. 1769, they 
denied him the merit of invention. In 
reality, this formula was known and de- 
fcribed under the appellation of Boucher's 
opiate, and the nature of the decompofi- 
tion taking place on the admixture of the 
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varioas articles was well defcribed in the 
Journal of 1778. 

The mixture of tartar emetic with the 
Peruvian bark has been a favourite medi- 
cine in France. In the year 1779, the 
Royal Medical Society at Paris, in their 
Memoirs, p. 249, rcconmiended highly a 
drachm of the former, with an ounce of the 
latter, to be ufed in putrid fevers ; and at 
Barcelona they were already in the habit 
of combining tartar emetic, cremor tartari, 
and Peruvian bark, before ever they re- 
ceived the royal mandate. 

In converfing with thefe phyficians, I 
was ftruck with the number of lunatics 
under confinement in the feveral provinces 
of Spain; and when I returned to England, 
I compared their account of Catalonia 
with the government returns. By thefe it 
appears, that in Arragon the number is 
two hundred and forty- four ^ in Catalonia, 
one hundred and fourteen ; in Valencia, one 
hundred and twenty-one; in Andaluiia, 
ninety-nine; in Granada, forty-one; in 
Toledo, forty-two; In the province of Leon, 
two; and in Avila, one. In the other in- 
terior provinces no mention is made of any. 
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Thus ft.mds the fae't; but as for the 
foundation of this difference between the 
mwirithae and the inland provinces in this 
vefpcct, neither they nor any one with 
whom I have converfed on the fubjcd:, 
could fuggcft any thing worthy of remark. 
I have, therefore, been contented fimply to 
ftate the fad, and leave it as I found it. 

Before I quitted Catalonia, I wifhed to 
have vifited ibme of the numerous mines 
among the niountains; but could never 
find a convenient opportunity. I was, 
however, favoured with a copy of the 
fchedule, containing a minute account of 
all the mines difcovered in the province, 
drawn up for the ufe of government by the 
fervants of the crown. 

From this it appears, that although mi- 
norals have yielded hitherto little to the re- 
venue, iiud not much to individuals, they 
have numerous mines of antimony, iron, 
IcjJ, copper, filver, with one,, of gold, and 
many of coal. Some of thcfe are too re- 
mote from water carriage, others cannot be 
worked to profit for want of timber. But 
that which is moft remarkable is, that two 
private adventurers, Don Jofepli^jSolanell, 

of 
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of Ripoll, and one Canadell, a merchant of 
Berga, having obtained a grant from the 
crown, undertook to work fourteen coal 
mines in various and diftant parishes ; when, 
to open any one efFeftually, would require 
not merely ikilful miners, but a weight of 
capital, fuch as few individuals in Spain 
can be fuppofed to command. Coals are 
chiefly found in the diftridl oi Villa- franc a -y 
filver and copper abound in the 'valle de 
Aran ; but coal, filver, and gold, have all 
been difcovered in the vicinity of Lerida. 

It is certainly for the happinefs of this 
principality, that the mines are not made 
more produd:ive. In mining countries, the 
gains are exceedingly uncertain; a gam- 
bling fpirit is encouraged, agriculture is 
neglecfted, and poverty prevails. If the 
mineral is raifed on the adventurers ac- 
count, unlefs they difcover uncommon trea- 
fures, they will be inevitably ruined. If the 
working miners become fub-adventurers, 
they either gain too little, and are wretched ; 
or they get too much, and foon contrad: 
ftrong habits of indolence, prodigality, and. 
vice. 

Of this truth we have a. melancholy 

proof 
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proof at home. Let any one pafs through 
the county, which moft abounds with 
mines, and in the mining parishes he will 
be ftruck, every moment, with the fight 
of poverty and wretchedncfs. Seeing mul- 
titudes loft to the community, as to all 
ufeful purpofes, and abandoned to mifery, 
he will enquire, if no provifion has been 
made to relieve the diftrefles of the poor? 
The refult of his enquiries will be fimply 
this ; that in circumftances fimilar to theirs, 
no laws, either human or divine, reftrain 
the uncultivated mind from vice ; and that 
the moft liberal contributions of the rich 
only tend to incrcafe the wants and the dif- 
trefles of the poor. He will hear, to his 
aftonifhment, that in fome places the whole 
]anded property is abforbed and loft in the 
vain attempt of relieving poverty ; and that 
they, among the poor, whofe gains have 
been the greateft, are univferfally the moft 
diftrefled. In the diftrids where mines 
have not been ever heard of, and where all 
are engaged in the cultivation of the foil, 
he will admire the prevalence of induftry, 
ibbriety, and virtue; he will be charmed 
with fimplicity of manners; he will find 

fewer 
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fewer objects of diftrefs; and, upon enquiry 
he will learn, that little is required from 
the hand of charity to relieve the poor. 

Some individuals have gained wealth by 
mines, but not the community, becaufe 
the blanks are more in number than the 
prizes. However, therefore, the hope of 
gain may influence the individual to fuch 
bold and hazardous adventures, a prudent 
fovereign will rather encourage his fub- 
jedls to prefer the more flow and certain, 
the moderate, yet regular and heahhful 
gains of agriculture. The fpirit of mining 
fhould be the lafl: to meet encouragement; 
yet in Spain it appears to be among the firft. 
If agriculture were carried to the utmoft 
poflible extent; if the lands now defolatc 
and wafte were reduced to tillage ; if all 
the vallies fufceptible of that improve- 
ment were fupplied with water; if the 
projected canals and the high roads were 
finifhed; if neither agriculture, manufac- 
tures, nor commerce could find employment 
for their people and their capitals ; it might 
then, and not till then, become a queftion, 
whether the furplus of their population 
ihould find vent in emigrations, or whe^ 

ther 
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thcr they fliould look for antimony, cobalt, 
bifmuth, mercury, lead, copper, lilver, and 
gold, at home. 

Before I quitted Barcelona I had a curi- 
ous paper put into my hands, which made 
me vvilh for the one corrcfponding to it. 
This was a fchedule, with enquiries dired:- 
ed, A. D. 1575* to all the prchtcs and cor- 
regidors, by Philip II ; but I could not 
learn what anfwers had been returned, or 
what fteps taken in confcquencc of thefe 
inquiries. 

Among the fifty-feven heads, on which 
the corregidors were to make report, the 
major part related to geography, and the 
local lituation of each village; to natural 
and civil hiftory; to remarkable characSers, 
both ancient and modern; to heraldry; to 
the municipal government, and ftate of de- 
fence; to agriculture, and the produdlions 
of each diftridl; to mineralogy, with a fpe- . 
cial reference to gold, filver, iron, copper, 
lead, mercury, or other metals, but without 
any mention of coal, of which they appear 
not to have had the leaft idea. 

Of the remaining queries the fubfequent 
are the moft remarkable : 



C >v) 1 

ift, What is the pnitiit miiuhc^r orhoules 
ttiul luuuht^s ? Were they iDiutcrly inure 
luuneioun ? U (om To what taulb inuJl he 
uttributt^d the liihleqi^cut iliuunutiun ? 

5iil* Arc all the inhuhitiuus ciuph^yed in 
ulVtul luhoiu ? Jlt>\v luuuy aiv knu^hts, unU 
what iinnuu\ities du thde euji^y ? 

3ili What cntailevl cUatCvS arc there ? 

4th, Are the \)co\\\c \M\jti\K\o\\H aiul 
fluuri(hu^}i[ ? What inauulutliuv.s do they 
varry on ? la what do they rxetl ? 

5th, What walle laiuls «iul iuuM^^gU}* 
have they f What is the value ut thei'e t« 
the tiMumuuity ? What k\o they collect fur 
the pallage oi ^hmhIs and ut\attle thv\>ugh 
their territories ? 

6th, What jMivileges and immunities du 
they enjtn'i and what Ipeeial luilum^ du 
they plead f I'or what reatun^ were thdb 
granted ? 

7th, vSupptifrng the town tu he under 
the juriidiClion t^i a h»ril, what iUUihuuentvS 
priviie^'jeHi ur pre-eminente, vlues he^ w 
any other perlon, derive iiiMu it ? 

Hth, What ivs the value oi the tithe^i 
and tg wl^um ilu they helving ? 

yth» 
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9th, In cities and collegiate churches, 
what is the value of the various benefices ? 

loth. What is the value of the bifhop- 
ric, and of all the livings in the diocefe? 

iith, What convents for monks, for 
nuns, and for beatas, are in your diftridl ? 
What are the numbers under vows ? Whp 
were the founders of thefe religious houfes ? 
and. What is the value of their rents ? 

1 2th, What hofpitals have you, and 
what is their revenue ? 

13th, How many public houfes are in 
the diilrid ? To whom do they belong, 
and what are they worth ? 

14th, What depopulated villages are in 
your dilhiL^ and what was^ the caufe of 
their decay ? 

1 ;th. Does your town claim a vote in 
corres ? if not. How, and by what city is 
it reprcfcnted there ? 

1 6th, What fcftivals are obferved, be- 
lide thofe appointed by the church ? 

17th,. What remarkable relics are in 
your churches, and what miracles have 
been performed by them ? 

It is evident from the general fcope of 

tlief;: 
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thefc inquiries, that the defign of Philip 11. 
was to gain a perfedl knowledge of his 
kingdom, with a view to political economy; 
but in order to dazzle the eyes of his fub- 
jedts, he intermixed queries which had no 
reference to that fubjeft. 

Were we now in pofleflion of the an- 
Avers to thefe moil interefting queries, wc 
fhould be able to judge how far the coun- 
try has been depopulated in two centuries, 
fince the change of government, and fince 
the difcovery of America; but for want of 
thefe authentic documents, we can only 
know in general that the nation has Aif- 
fered much, without being able to ftate 
precifely the lofs which has been fuftaincd 
by thefc unfortunate events. 

Should either the prefent, or any fucceed- 
ing monarch, gradually extend the bounds of 
freedom, agreeable to the principles now 
prevalent in Europe ; fliould he fliake off 
the colonies, and contraft the limits of his 
unwieldy empire; fliould he banifli his in- 
quifitors, and invite foreigners of all de- 
fcriptions to fettle in his country; and 
fliould he bend his whole attention to cul- 
tivate the arts of peace ; this mofl: fertile 

kingdom 
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kingdom would fpccdily recover, without 
dangerous convullions, from her wounds; 
would regain her former population, 
ftrength, and conl'equence in Europe; and, 
cftablifliing her public credit on a firm 
foundation, would furpafs, by a rapid pro- 
grcfs, all her ancient fplendor. 

When the time arrived for my departure 
and return to England, I made an agreeable 
party with the conful of Barcelona, to take 
the rout of Switzerland, than which, for a 
naturalill, no country can be more intereft- 
ing. In the way I paid particular atten- 
tion to the ftrata, and to every appearance 
of extraneous foffils. Of this tour, fhould 
health permit, I may hereafter give a parti- 
cular account, and endeavour to eftablifh 
fadls, fuch as will convince the moft incre- 
dulous, that the Mofaic account of the uni- 
verfal deluge is ftridlly and literally true. 

From Barcelona to Bellcgarde we re- 
turned by the fame way which I have de- 
fcribed at my entrance into Spain. Arriv- 
ing here at the fummit of the Pyrenees, I 
caft one longing lingering look behind, and 
quitted with regret a country, where, inde^ 
pendent of multiplied civilities and perfonal 

attentions^ 
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Attentions, for winch I Irlt niylclf deeply 
indebted to nw iViciuls, I hiul been led io 
often to admire the boundlcfs gencrolity of 
the inhabitiints. To cxprcfs all that I fccl^ 
on the rccollcdion of their goodnefs, would 
appear like adulation ; but I may venture at 
leaft: to fiy, that funplicity, finccrity, gcne- 
rofity, a high fenfe of dignity, aiul llrong 
principles of honour, are the moft promi- 
nent and ftriking features of the Spanilh 
charaAcT. In a word, whatever in them J 
have been accuftomed to adnure, 1 attribute 
to themfclvcs, and to their intrinfic excel- 
lence} whatever I have blamed, mull be 
afcVibed to the accidental corruptions of 
their government. 

Confidering the fimilarity of charatftcr 
between the two nations, the Spanilli 
and the Engliih, with the llrong predilec- 
tion of the former in favour of the lattcf> 
the peculiar wants of each, and their mu - 
tual ability to fupply thofe wants, I cannot 
but lament fincercly that a better under- 
Handing fliould not fubfifl between them, 
leading in the firll inflance, if not to a new 
family compact, at Icafl to a flimily con- 
nexion, and ilVuing finally in a commercial 
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intercourfc equally beneficial to both na- 
tions. 

Thefe are the earneft wiflics of the Spa- 
niards, as appears by their well knowa 
adage : 

Con todo el mando guem 
Y paz con Ynglatem. 

*• Peace with England, and war with all 
the world/* From one end of the kingdom 
to the other this fentiment prevails ; and 
fuch a flrong defire for the union of their 
moft amiable prince, the in£int don Anto- 
nio, with one of our princeflcs, that their 
wifhes conftantly kindle into hope. Dur-? 
ing my abode in Spain, when at any time, 
as often happened, a rumour fpread that 
this event would fpeedily take place, being 
readily and univerfally believed, every eye 
was fccn to fparkle with the joyful expec- 
tation. 

In the prefent circumftances of the royal 
families, both in Spain and Portugal, fuch 
a conneiftion would promife peculiar advan- 
tage$ to the princefs who fhould vifit Spain, 
becaufe it is more than poflible fhe might 
give a fovercign to them both, under whofe 

iceptre 



/» 



t 355 ] 

fceptfe thofe kingdbms would for ever ht 
tinited. 

Frbm fiich a cbnneftion no inconve-* 
niericies could arife to England, becaufe 
catholics are by law excluded from ouf 
throne, and the whole fyftem of their reli- 
gion, with aftonifhing rapidity, is moulder- 
ing away. The papal authority is no longer 
to be feared. The French never owned 
allegiance to the fee of Rome, and at the 
preient moment, fuperftition in that vaft 
empire lies proftrate in the duft, without 
the moft diftant hope of rifing into power* 
Germany, under the dominion of Jofeph 
and of Leopold, is become in a manner pro- 
teftant , whilft catholics themfelves, pro- 
tefting, have made a new religious sra in 
our iiland. 

Knowledge in the prefent day is hot, as 
formerly, confined within the walls of 
Rome. Science univer^y prevails, and 
the fovereigns of Europe will never more 
confult the college of cardinals to fettle 
their difputes. The times are changed^ 
and, without pretending to more than com- 
mon fagacity, wc may venture to affirm, 
that the papal authority has received its 

A a 2 mortal 
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mortal wound, and to predift, that fuger- 
ftition will never more revive. In theie 
circumflanccs, the national religion bas little 
to fear by accepting the offers, fhould fuch 
be made by any catholic court, of inter- 
marriage with our princeffes, whofe cha- 
radtcr, it may be faid without fufpicion of 
adulation, throughout Europe' ftands fo 
high as to attraft the attention of every 
crowned family, and whofc liberal educa- 
tion and habits mufl make them eminently 
prove a blelTing to the country where they 
go, tending to promote univerfal peace and 
a free comuicrcial intcreourfe in Europe. 
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